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Barbara Ann Winton 
 
Nicholas Winton’s daughter died recently at the age of 68 from cancer.  Her 
obituary of the AJR Journal is reproduced as Appendix I 
 

 
 
Follow up from Newsletter #72 
 
Family Histories 
 
Happily, we continue to receive heart-warming notes from our readers whom 
we have helped to discover previously unknown family members and/or more 
information about the families they did know about. 
 
Rosalynde and Robert, part of the Group in Kingston, wrote: 

 “It is amazing how many people you have managed to reunite” 

 
 

 
Sagi Shlomi has discovered more about his family: 

33/35 Uxbridge 
Road 
Kingston upon 
Thames 
Surrey, KT1 2LL 
 

0208 339 2689 

www.ksds.org.uk. 

Londýnský kroužek Ostraváků 
Der Londoner-Ostrauerkreis 

Our Ostrava Group 
https://kingstonostravacircle.org/  

 

http://www.ksds.org.uk/
https://kingstonostravacircle.org/


2 
 

David, I have to say, this journey started for me about 3 years ago, with a 

very simple task, to try and find out about my mother's uncle who we 

knew very little about and had one letter from back in the 70's Since then 

I discovered so much on both my mother's family, and also about the 

Jewish community, but mainly I learned that there are very special 

people in the world, such as yourself that I feel blessed to have met. So 

thank you for your time and help 

If you have any more information about any of these people or suggestions 
about finding more information, please contact Monica or David.  Also look 
below where we list some useful contacts and sources of information. 
 
Rosemary Schonfeld commented in the AJR Journal on why so many second 
generation survivors are writing their memoires – see Appendix II 
 
 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Milan Fuchs 
 
Milan recently introduced himself to us: 
 

David,  

My father comes from Ostrava, I lived there till the age of 8. Now (78) I 

live in Winchester, UK. Reading your newsletters from time to time is of 

interest, but I could not open them, thus the original question.  

You are already in touch with my sister, Jarmila Krockova, and currently 

preparing Stolpersteine for the murdered family members.  

Best wishes and a big TY for all your work. 

Milan 

 
Radan sent Milan a lovely photo of him as a small boy together with two of 
Radan’s father’s cousins! 
 

 
You as a boy with two cousins of my father, still living in Ostrava. Alena- on 

the left and Dáša-Nora living in Frýdland  
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Chris Olley – Neugeboren Family 
 
Chris wrote to us about his family history and his plans to write about it. 
 

Dear David, 

 

We spent all of September in Israel, a good proportion of which was 

visiting Shlomke Neugeboren in Haifa. A thoroughly enlightening and 

emotional visit. All thanks to you. It occurs to me as I write this that a 

short article to report on this experience may be good for the newsletter. 

I'll do that. 

My reason for writing now is that I have decided to write a book about 

the experience of my family. I contracted a researcher in Prague, who, it 

turned out, also did the research for Arianna Neumann's book 'When 

Time Stopped'. They both have encouraged me to believe there is enough 

to justify such a project, so I am cracking on! The researcher also knows 

Libuse Salamonivicova and they were able to collaborate on an event in 

which her family and my family were directly involved.  

So, the specific thing ... In order ... My mother was born on 8th April 

1933 and registered in the Jewish birth records, but registered as 

Ladigova, her mother's name. My Jewish grandfather married my Roman 

Catholic grandmother on 12th August 1933. My grandmother converted 

to Judaism "sometime after this" and on 30.1.1934 registered her 

withdrawal from the Roman Catholic faith in Ostrava. In October 1938, 

my grandfather left for the UK leaving my mother and grandmother 

behind in Ostrava. On 2nd November 1938 they both converted to 

Roman Catholicism. 

Now clearly the later reconversion was done under the extreme threat 

posed by the new Nazi administration, so I wonder what weight it is 

given. So, in terms of my writing I would like to get a view on my 

mother's (and perhaps even my own) status in terms of being Jewish. I'm 

very aware of lots of different positions and opinions on this issue, but I 

would like to make sense of how others view it now and indeed are likely 

to have viewed it then. 

Sorry to go on, but the detail may matter here, I guess. Can you suggest 

anyone who may be able to give some guidance on this? 

 

Thanks indeed, 

 

Chris 

 
Chris is pursuing the status of his mother and grandmother – and, indeed, his 
own – and we look forward very much to further instalments. 
 
As always, if you have any information about the family, please let us know. 
 
Jindřich Fränkel 
 
Claire Frankel-Salama (Newsletter #66) has continued with her researches 
into her family and we are very pleased that our main contact in the Jewish 
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Museum in Prague, Dr. Lenka Šindelářová (Specialist – historian, curator of 
digitised records) has been able to help a little. 
 

In our database we have a record for Jindřich Fränkel, born 27.2.1900, 

who was deported in October 1939 from Ostrava to Nisko.  

To this transports: „The first transports from the Protectorate were 

dispatched in October 1939; almost 1,300 men were deported from 

Frýdek-Místek and Moravská Ostrava to a transit camp in Nisko in 

German-occupied Poland. One of the aims was to determine the 

feasibility of the mass relocation of Jews to a demarcated area in Eastern 

Europe. Some of the prisoners escaped into Soviet territory, while the 

rest returned home after the camp’s dissolution in the spring of 1940, 

although they were later deported to the Terezín ghetto.“ 

 

There are no more information about Jindřich Fränkel in our database or 

collections. The only thing is that he is connected as family to the 

following three persons (wife and daughters?): 

https://www.pamatnik-terezin.cz/prisoner/te-frankelova-bedriska 

https://www.pamatnik-terezin.cz/prisoner/te-frankelova-judita 

https://www.pamatnik-terezin.cz/prisoner/te-frankelova-rut 

 
 
Ariel Friedlander 
 
Ariel Friedlander, whose mother Evelyn was the first Director of the 
Memorial Scrolls Trust and who was a great help to us in the early days 
of our activities, wrote: 
 

Is it actually almost 3 years already since my lovely mother died? The 

pandemic really has done a number on my conception of time. I hope that 

you & your loved ones have come through it as unscarred as possible, 

and will look forward to a 5783 of joy and good health. 

 

Meanwhile, it was kind of inevitable - I think I have found relatives in 

Ostrava. Maehrisch Ostrau, or Moravska Ostrava to be exact! Isak & 

Rachel Seelenfreund were apparently living there around 1895, having 

moved there from Nowy Wisnicz in Poland after their marriage in 1890. 

Their daughter Olga was born in Hruschau in 1895. Rachel was the 

(recently discovered by us) sister of my great-grandfather Samuel 

Hoschander, my father's great aunt! 

 

I have become accustomed to how one searches for Polish records via my 

journey through Jewish Records Indexing Poland, but am completely 

new to Czechia, Moravia & Silesian records. I have looked through the 

JewishGen advice from my distant cousin Randy Schoenberg, and will be 

contacting him as per the advice on the Geni page. I just wanted to let 

you know that finally, maybe, I might be qualified to become part of the 

Ostrava circle. Although it is through my father's family, I think my 

mother would be quite pleased about it.  

 

https://www.pamatnik-terezin.cz/prisoner/te-frankelova-bedriska
https://www.pamatnik-terezin.cz/prisoner/te-frankelova-judita
https://www.pamatnik-terezin.cz/prisoner/te-frankelova-rut
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Meanwhile, if you have any tips re my finding info and records about my 

Seelenfreund relatives, I would be delighted to receive them. 

 

Most importantly, though, I just wanted you to know. 

Shana tova! 

Ariel. 

 
The story does not stop there! 

 

The wealth of info you sent me recently led me to look back at some 

notes, and there may have been an epiphany! 

 

Back in 2018, you asked Libuše (presumably the same knowledgeable 

person to whom you sent my latest request) on my behalf regarding 

members of the Hoschander family from Teschen. Since the records are 

very scarce, you apologetically sent me just the one name: 

 

Anna Hoschander *1830 + September 1895 in Hrušov 

 

and I was a bit disappointed as I knew of no connections to that place.  

HOWEVER 

now that I know her son-in-law Isak Seelenfreund was a teacher in that 

place, and other family members had a connection also, it seems possible 

that she may possibly (I don't want to get too excited) be my great-

grandmother. 

 

When you have a moment, might you ask your genealogist if there is a 

document with that information in an archive, and if so, how I might 

obtain a copy? There may be more details on a document that would 

either deny or confirm that this is the person I hope her to be. 

 

I have been searching for years and years for some documented sign of 

Anna's existence, and now I've found a possibility I cannot deny that I am 

rather excited. But I also know through experience how these things may 

play out. 

 

Anyway, the dates of birth and death fit perfectly, so fingers crossed.  

 

With thanks, as always, for your kindness. 

shabbat shalom 

Ariel. 

 

PS On the grave of Samuel Hoschander in Berlin, a son of our Anna, her 

Hebrew name is written as Chana Rayzel, if that is any help! 
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Stolpersteine 
 
We are pleased that we now have plans to lay 17 Stolpersteine for 4 families 
in 5 different locations in Ostrava.  We expect that they will be ready and laid 
sometime in the summer of 2023 
 
 

Genealogist Conference 
 
Ann Altman sent us information about the International Conference of Jewish 
genealogical Societies: 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Call for Proposals for the 2023 IAJGS 

International Conference on Jewish Genealogy is now open! In 2023, the in-

person conference will take place in London, England, from 30 July until 3 

August 2023. 

The deadline for submissions is 11:59 pm Eastern Standard Time on 15 

January 2023. 

 
She also sent us information about the National Archive holding of film about 
The Holocaust. 

The National Archives holds tens of thousands of feet of motion pictures 

recording the horrors of Nazi concentration camps as they were liberated by 

Allied troops. The footage, shot by United States Army Signal Corps 

cameramen, also appeared in subsequent newsreels and documentaries the 

United States government and commercial production companies made to 

explain the atrocities to the public. Altogether, we preserve several hundreds of 

reels of moving images related to the Holocaust. Those reels are a significant 

part of a major project funded by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 program. 

The project, called Visual History of the Holocaust (VHH), is multi-faceted, 

with goals of providing access to the footage itself and and tools to analyze the 

images and curate collections for research and education.” 

 

There are further links related to the Holocaust films at  

 

• FDR Library – 2021 Morgenthau Holocaust Collections Project 

(MHCP)  Conference presentation: “Reconsidering Representations of the 

Holocaust“ 

• VHH Videos showing how footage is being used by project and in scholarly 

works 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vhh-project.eu/the-vision/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKslbDieLfE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKslbDieLfE
https://www.vhh-project.eu/videos/
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Happy Holiday Season 
 

We send all our readers best wishes for the Holiday Season 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: 
lawsonassoc@btinternet.com   

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 

Maple Road,  
SURBITON,  

Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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