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George Roden – Jíři Rosenstein (*18 June 2023, Ostrava) 

 
We are very sad to report the death of George on 24th May 2022 aged almost 99, 
After the German invasion he had to leave school and was apprenticed to a tailor 
which later stood him in very good stead.  He was sent to England on a 
Kindertransport and worked here as a tailor, later joining the RAF.  He returned to 
Czechoslovakia to complete his education and, in 1948, returned to England on 
holiday but did not return in light of the political situation in Czechoslovakia. 
 
He continued his tailoring career, joining a company run by George Wetherill MP, 
later the Speaker of the House of Commons.  George became Director.  The client 
list included the Royal family and George made the breeches and side-saddle skirt 
for HM the Queen for a Trooping of the Colour ceremony. 
 
We will miss his cheery laugh and happy smile. 
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George Roden’s business card 

 
 
Follow up from Newsletter #70 
 
Children of Heroes 
 
Michal Žižlavský has sent a progress report. 
 

There have been over 70 people that applied for the Children of Heroes project 

and it is difficult to keep up with all of them at the same time.  

 

The project was officially launched this Tuesday. I am planning to send an 

information email to all of you, but I had been too busy with other tasks, as 

today, the Czech Republic actually took over the EU presidency.  

 

Please find the info about the project in here - 

https://www.mzv.cz/london/en/culture_and_education/project_children_of_her

oes/index.html.  

 

You can then watch the first video report with our first "child of heroes" here - 

https://www.mzv.cz/london/en/culture_and_education/project_children_of_her

oes/children_of_heroes_e01_milada.html 

 

Those of you who have replied from anywhere other than the UK have 
created a slight problem because the Embassy only deals with the UK so 
Michal would need a UK contact for your family, if you have one. 
 
Ostrava Jewish Community, 50th Anniversary 1925 
 
Pete Hoida recognized some of the names in this photograph and wrote: 
 

I noticed my grandfather's name, Ferdinand Hojda (sic), under  the photograph.  

I have just now spoken with my father, Ervin Hoida, who would have been 

seven years old at the time. Reading out the names to him he recalled the name 

Spitzer, with no further details. However, on his exit from Czechoslovakia in 

1939 by train to Trieste, he recalls that as well as his brothers, Bruno, Walter 

https://www.mzv.cz/london/en/culture_and_education/project_children_of_heroes/index.html
https://www.mzv.cz/london/en/culture_and_education/project_children_of_heroes/index.html
https://www.mzv.cz/london/en/culture_and_education/project_children_of_heroes/children_of_heroes_e01_milada.html
https://www.mzv.cz/london/en/culture_and_education/project_children_of_heroes/children_of_heroes_e01_milada.html
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and his wife Dita, in the compartment were the two daughters Kulka. He 

cannot recall their first names. Their exit visas were arranged by a sympathetic 

police officer in Ostrava, ostensibly under the written permission that they 

were students going on holiday.  

 

My grandfather did eventually, after a great many tribulations, end up in Israel, 

but that is another story. 

 

Many thanks for your work, Kind Regards,  Pete (Hoida) 

Moravian Museum: Daniella Torsh 
 
Daniella wrote to us about the planned Museum: 
 

Thanks David. I am very affected by the news about the prospective Moravian 

Museum in Brno. I will definitely make a contribution. 

Thanks so much for your newsletter. It’s really an important form of 

communication for those of us with a Moravian Heritage.  

My father Pavel Thorsch was born in Brno on 15 December 1902 to Ida and 

Jacob Thorsch. I have done many years of research and am now working on 

the family history. I’ve finished a first draft and hope to complete the 

manuscript by the end of this year with next year devoted to the illustrations, 

photos and production (self-published) of a book I can leave behind for my 

children and grandchildren. 

With very best wishes and Chag Pesach Sameach 

Daniela Torsh 

Sydney, Australia 

 
Theresienstadt, James Werner 
  
James Werner wrote to us: 
 

Once again…a big thank you to you and all the contributors for this latest 

edition.  As usual most appreciated for all your work. 

I was particularly interested in the Terezin article.  A lot of my family died 

there…. 

With best wishes, JW 

 

Theresienstadt, Charles Borlam  
 
Charles wrote to us about his mother and his story illustrates once again that 
apparently documentary evidence from The Holocaust period is not necessarily 
totally reliable.  That is not the first time we have found that. 
 

This is just a short note to tell you how I enjoy these contacts. Sadly, I only found 
your site after my Father Natan Borlam  had deceased but I gained insight into his 
early years and how he became who he was. 

Interesting to note, I had contact with Anna Hájková with regard to my 
mother, Lucy Lene Borlam, ne Lagstein born in Wien who was in 
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Therienstadt. While caring for my elderly Mother I discovered that my 
mother was listed as deceased while she was quite alive.  
Best Wishes,  Charles Borlam 

 
Walter Stamberger Exhibition 
 
The exhibition, called OBRAZY BENJAMINA WALTERA (Paintings of Benjamin 
Walter) will take place from 26th July to 30th September 2022, in the Chateau 
Holesov.  Jan Machala, the curator, asked for contributions to the cost of preparing 
the catalogue and the family have agreed to do so, so the exhibition will have a fine 
catalogue to accompany it. Details in Appendix I 
  
 

Return of the Holocaust Chanukiah to Ostrava 
 
In Newsletter #59, you can find the story of Lilly Reiser and the Chanukiah that her 
father rescued from the ruins of the burnt-out main synagogue.  She sent it to David 
and he, in consultation with Radan Salomonovič who knew Lilly well, determined to 
donate it to the Ostrava City Museum on permanent display as a memorial to the 
Reiser family and the Jewish Community that was destroyed in The Holocaust.  It 
has now been rebuilt, at least to some extent. 
 
The donation ceremony took place on 9th June 2022 and Libuše wrote a report of 
the event: 
 

The descendants of Ostrava Jews do not forget their city.  

 

On Monday, May 9, 2022, in the ceremonial hall of the New Town Hall, with 

the participation of the mayor Ing. Tomáš Macura, a ceremonial handing over 

of a donation to the Ostrava Museum by Lilly Reiser, who was born in our city 

and died in New York 3 years ago, took place.  

 

So the Hanukkah candlestick was returned to the city, where before the war it 

served in main synagogue to celebrate the Hanukkah holiday. The main 

synagogue on Hviezdoslavová Street was burned down by the Nazis on June 

14, 1938. From the ruins of this building, her father rescued this candlestick 

and kept it. He had a deep connection to the faith of his ancestors. His father 

was a rabbi in Nyrsko and he was also very close to his wife's family. She was 

the daughter of David Grün, the owner of a kosher restaurant in our town. The 

Reiser family survived the war, Lilly’s parents and her brother in 

Theresienstadt, she in various concentration camps and in Hamburg. After the 

war, her parents and brother went to Palestine and lived in Kibbutz Hachotrim. 

Of course, they took the Hanukkah candlestick with them. Lilly moved to the 

US and lived most of her life in New York.  

 

After the death of his parents, the candlestick was kept at Lillys home for many 

years, and a few years ago she sent it to Kingston, near London, the home of 

the Scrolls Group.  Radan took it from London to Ostrava and now handed it 

over to Dr. Kabrtová, Director of the Ostrava Museum.  

So, Baruch Haba!  Welcome home! 
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Ostrava Primator with the 
Chanukiah 

Radan with RNDr. Kabrtová, handing over 
the Chanukiah 

  

Libuše Salomonovičová with Dr. 
Kabrtová and the Chanukiah 

The Chanukiah 

 
The event was also reported in The Memorial Scrolls Trust Newsletter #25:  
https://memorialscrollstrust.org/index.php/newsletter/162-mstnewsletter-25-june-
2022  
 
 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Eva Sachs 
 
Petr Brod sent us information about a memorial concert for Eva Sachs held in May 
 

https://memorialscrollstrust.org/index.php/newsletter/162-mstnewsletter-25-june-2022
https://memorialscrollstrust.org/index.php/newsletter/162-mstnewsletter-25-june-2022
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At the festive concert, which will 
commemorate the human and artistic 
legacy of Eva Sachs and will also be an 
important appeal for the entire society, 
the Vyšehrad piano trio will play 

 
 
Yael Hirsch – Wulkan 
 
Yael wrote to us looking for information about her Grandmother: 

 

My grandmother Martha Johanna Wulkan was born in Mährisch-Ostrau on 

September 19th 1886.  Until just over a year ago, I had never heard of such a 

place.  Even my father smiled when he explained where his mother had grown 

up, gone to school, married her first husband and left at the end of 1912 for an 

exciting new life in Vienna.  For my father, it was never Ostrava, as if we both 

understood (it seemed to me) that somewhere called Mährisch-Ostrau would 

always be part of a fairy tale. 

  

 I also did not know that my grandmother was a well-known journalist in 

Berlin called Johanna Thal.  As an employee of Ullstein Verlag, at the time the 

biggest publishing house in Europe, she was the fashion editor for Die Dame 

(today’s equivalent of Vogue).  She also wrote a regular column for the 

Berliner Zeitung am Mittag, a national paper read all over Germany.  Called 

Hanni by all her family and friends, she was said to be always out or busy.  But 

during the school holidays, she never failed to take my father and his younger 

brother ‘home’ to Ostrau for visits. They both remembered getting out of the 

train after the long journey, and the choking smell of charcoal that filled the air.  

In the mornings, they took turns to accompany their grandmother to the market 

where chickens could be heard and seen clucking in their cages, until the one 

his grandmother selected was lain on the block to have its head chopped off.  

For her sophisticated grandsons from Berlin, one who wore a communist pin in 

his lapel, the other with ambitions to become a great actor, this was certainly 

unexpected drama.    

 

 In the course of the last year, I have learned a great deal about Johanna Thal: 

as a hard-working professional who used her articles on fashion to discuss what 

it meant to be a modern woman; about her second marriage to Julius Hirsch in 

1922, another journalist from the former Czech crownlands, in his case from 

Troppau, a town not half an hour away from Ostrau; and of course, of their 

family’s comfortable flat in Wilmersdorf furnished with a Bösendorfer piano 

and Hanni’s two poodles that the boys raced up and down the balcony 

(presumably when Hanni was out again).  After Nazis came to power, as for 

many others, this life came to an end.  The Hirsch family moved back to 

Vienna where in July 1939 the boys were able to leave on a Kindertransport.  

In August 1942, their parents were deported to Terezin.  Julius died in 

November of blood poisoning, so his death certificate reads.  Hanni survived 

https://www.ostravainfo.cz/cz/akce/hudba/151909-bolestne-echo-casu.html
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until 1944 when on May 16th she left on Transport Ea to Auschwitz as part of 

the clearing-up process in preparation for the Red Cross visit that summer, and 

who would later claim they saw no evidence of any wrongdoing. 

 

   My father, born Friedrich Hirsch on March 20th 1923, only began his 

personal reminiscences belatedly, around the age of 98.  When he died this 

year, aged 99 on March 24th, to my amazement I found I had somehow 

forgotten to ask him the most obvious questions about other relations, all the 

extended family, most of whom I had never known.  

  

 Since stumbling upon the Kingston Ostravak circle, together with David 

Lawson’s very kind encouragement, I realise I have another resource to 

consult.   I hope the following facts and photographs may jog someone’s 

memory.   

 

Hanni’s parents. 

Jakob Wulkan born in Ellgoth (5.9.1862 – 16.9.1936). 

Selma Proskauer born in Katscher, Oppeln (31.12.1858 – 6.10.1940). 

Jakob and Selma married on 2.12.1885 and lived in Ostrau all their lives. 

Hanni (Martha Johanna) was the eldest of their two children. 

Their son Oscar, born in 1892 emigrated to Argentina in 1938.  (I am in touch 

with his grandson, Richard Seidel). 

 

Addresses for Jakob and Selma Wulkan: 

1890 Ziegeleigasses (Cihelni) 

1900 – 21 Johannygasse 966 then 944 (Sokolská) 

Jakob died at Nádražini 91 

Selma died Zverina 9 

 

I would like to know about any Wulkan and Proskauer siblings?  Where did 

they live?  And who were their children, Hanni’s cousins?  What happened to 

them?  

 

All I know is that it seems Selma must have had a brother because a Proskauer 

ended up in New Zealand.   

My uncle, my father’s younger brother (born Heinrich Theodor Hirsch in 1926, 

deceased Berlin 2016) spoke of an unnamed uncle who lived in Breslau 

(deported somewhere).   

Also, two of his mother’s cousins.   

• An unnamed actor, living in Vienna (deported somewhere). 

• Oscar Friedmann (1903 – 58), born in Germany, lived in Berlin during the 

1930’s.  Left for London in 1938, and apparently instrumental in helping 

my father and his uncle get on the list for the Kindertransport.  After the 

war Oscar Friedmann worked as a psychologist with the Windermere 

children.  

 

Johanna Thal’s first marriage. 

September 1908, Olmütz, Martha Johanna Wulkan was engaged to Josef 

Taussig (30.8.1875 - 7.12.1941.  He was born in Renc, Bohemia and died in 

Prague).   
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They married March 1909, divorced in April 1914 in Vienna.  There were no 

children. 

I am still uncertain where the Taussigs lived between March 1909 and 

November 1912 when they left for Vienna.  

 

1. Jakob Wulkan 

2. Selma Wulkan (Proskauer) 

3. Oscar and Hanni (circa 1901) 

4. Hanni (circa 1908) at the time of her engagement to Josef Taussig 

5. “Johanna Thal” Berlin 1920.  Photograph by Karl Schenker.    

 

 
 

 
Jakob Wulkan Selma Wulkan 

Proskauer) 

Oscar and Hanni (circa 

1901) 

  

 

Hanni (circa 

1908) at the time 

of her engagement 

to Josef Taussig 

“Johanna Thal” 

Berlin 1920.  

Photograph by Karl 

Schenker.   
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Daniel Spitzer 
 
Daniel asked us for help in tracing information about his family.  naturally, our local 
expert, Libuše, was able to provide the information:   

• The family lived on Sokolská street No. 9. before emigration to Israel (i.e. 
after the war). 

• Before the transport to Nisko they lived in Vítkovice and the street is called 
today Válcovní, 

 
Dear David 

Before the second world war, our late mother, Sonja Zelma (Herz)  Spitzer , 

lived with her parents in Ostrava Witkowicz  Walzwer str. 44 

Since then, the name of the street was changed.  

Me and my brothers will be very grateful if with your good contacts in Ostrava, 

you will find the new name of the street and the number. 

because we hope to see the house and the area in Google maps. 

and maybe with Thank God visit there. 

         

Thanks in advance  Spitzer Daniel Haifa Israel 

 

 
Photographs 
 
Arnost Frisch 
 
 

Dear Mr Lawson, 

 

I would like to ask you for your permission 

to publish a photograph by Arnošt Frischer 

(FAŽMP, neg. 076 660) 

in the book: Zlatica Zudová-Lešková, Jews 

in the Slovak National Uprising. The 

photograph is available for study purposes 

at the Jewish Museum in Prague, but its 

publication depends only on your consent. I 

believe that you will answer our request in 

the affirmative, for which I thank you in 

advance. 

If you are interested, we will be happy to 

send you a copy of the book. 

Best regards 

Zlatica Zudová-Lešková 

 
We did, of course, give permission 

 

 
Ilse Weber 
 

Dear Mr. David Lawson,  

I have a few questions about the usage of fotos from the archive. 
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I am part of a small non-profit institution in Kassel (Germany) called the "Sara 

Nussbaum Zentrum für jüdisches Leben" Our work centers around Jewish life 

in the past and the present. We offer workshops, work as guides and currently 

have two exhibitions in our centre. We are working mainly on education. 

  

At the moment we also have a collaboration with the youth choir Cantamus in 

Kassel. We have written a play together and have been performing it now for 

two years. It is called “…und der Regen rinnt” (and the rain flows) after the 

song from Ilse Weber, which received a lot of great feedback  

https://sara-nussbaum-zentrum.de/undderregenrinnt/  

  

It’s a musical play centered around the stories of Helga Weissowá, Ilse Weber, 

Greta Klingsberg and Sara Nussbaum, who were brought to Terezín 

concentration camp. On the stage those women tell the audience about their 

lives, experiences and fate, which are literary intertwined in the play. The choir 

performs songs from Ilse Weber and Hans Krása. 

  

And that is how we got the idea of making a movie, based around the play. 

Therefore it would be great if we could use historical film and photo material 

to emphasize the movie. The movie is not a commercial project and will 

primarily serve the educational purposes of the students.  

  

Could we use the photos for our project?  

Kind regards,  Lasse Schauder  

Sara Nussbaum Zentrum für Jüdisches Leben 

Ludwig-Mond-Straße 127 

34121 Kassel, Germany 

Tel. +0049 561 937 28 281 

 

www.sara-nussbaum-zentrum.de  

 

Naturally we agreed and the video is now available: 

https://youtu.be/UYTwc9IGcEs 

We thank you and the Kingston Ostrava Circle wholeheartedly for the 

contribution to make this possible! 

We also heard that a memorial plaque to Ilse was unveiled in Vítkovice and our 
indefatigable Libuše wrote a report: 
 

Vítkovice remembers Ilse Weber(ová). 

 

It is Thursday, June 23, 2022, and we are in the quiet Vítkovice district of 

Ostrava, which in the past centuries was interwoven with the factories of the 

"Vítkovice Mining and Metallurgical Mining" and later the Vítkovice 

Ironworks with endless noisy traffic in them. Our goal is the post office 

building on Šalounova street no. 18. where a memorial plaque to Ilse Weber is 

https://sara-nussbaum-zentrum.de/undderregenrinnt/
http://www.sara-nussbaum-zentrum.de/
https://youtu.be/UYTwc9IGcEs
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unveiled today.  She was born on January 11, 1903 to the Herlingers in the 

nearby Fojtství coaching inn.  

Ilse was the author of children's books, and wrote a number of poems and 

composed songs in Theresienstadt. Her lullaby Wiegal is sung by people in 

different countries, but the citizens of her hometown hardly know her. She was 

killed in October 1944 in the gas chamber of the Auschwitz Birkenau 

concentration camp, along with her younger son Tomáš and other children, 

whom she accompanied as their nurse. 

The memorial plaque was created on the initiative and financial support of the 

Fiducia Association and the association "For beautiful Ostrava".   The designer 

is a young architect Jiří Markovič. The artistic concept of this memorial plaque 

forces passers-by to stop and gradually find the text and reflection of Ilse 

Weber's hidden face under the motif of thick, wavy hair. 

The unveiling of the memorial plaque was attended by the mayor of the city 

Ing. Macura, numerous participants were also members of the association "For 

beautiful Ostrava". Former Vítkovice chronicler Lenka Kocierzová acquainted 

those present with Ilse's life and her work. 
 

 

 

 
 

Stolpersteine 
 
We now have sufficient serious interest for us to be planning a further campaign of 
Stolpersteine in Ostrava.  If you are interested in having a Stein laid to 
commemorate a member of your family in this way, please contact us without delay.  
The cost for each is approximately GBP150.  The information we need for each is 
listed in the Appendix. 
 
 

Knights of the Sky: 312th Czechoslovak Fighter Squadron 
 
We received this invitation from Eva Pokorná: 
 

On behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Kratochvil and on behalf of myself, I would like to 

cordially invite you to the opening of the exhibition Knights of the Sky 312th 

Czechoslovak Fighter Squadron, which will take place on October 1, 2022 at 3 
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p.m. in the RAF Museum Brno and the Museum of Czech, Slovak and 

Ruthenian Exiles of the 20th Century Brno, Štefánikova 22. 

Please, would you be so kind as to, through dr. Lawson to forward the 

invitation to Mr. David Roden and arrange greetings to his father. 

Thank you very much! 

Warm regards, Eva Pokorná 

 

 

Happy Birthday, Libuše 
 
Libuše celebrated her 85th Birthday in May.  We wish her a hearty Mazal Tov with 
best wishes for many more happy and healthy years of research! 
 
As everybody from our circle of Ostravaks knows, Libuše is THE GENEALOGIST 
who provided an enormous amount of information and data to our members, for all 
Stolpersteine placement, helped with families’ re-unifications, restitution processes 
and many articles published not only in our newsletters. And all that without any 
charge!  She is the co-author of our two books and has ideas for a third! 
 
She definitely deserves our great thanks and Kol Hakoved for all her efforts 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: 
lawsonassoc@btinternet.com   

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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Appendix I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

 



15 
 

Appendix II

  INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR YOUR STOLPERSTEIN 
   Please complete one form for EACH person   

 
First name:  
  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 
Last name (Original): 
                                  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 
Maiden name (if applicable):  
                                              --------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
Date of birth:                                                     
                     ------------------------------------            
 
Ostrava Address (or elsewhere): 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
Deported to and date of deportation: 
                                                          ----------------------------------------------------------------

--- 
Details of fate of the person: 
                                             ---------------------------------------------------------------------------

--- 
               and where: 
                                 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
           (“died”, “killed”, or “???” for an unknown fate. “Flight into death” is used for suicide) 
 
Notes. 
 

In the case of buildings that no longer exist, the stone(s) will be laid at a distinctive place near the 
former building. Some house numbers and street names may also have changed, in which case 
please try to find out the exact current address. In addition it would be helpful if you could provide 
a photograph of the building, which would help us to check its present day address, if it has 
changed over the years. However, we will in any case, through the kind services of Libuše 
Salomonovičová, endeavour to fill any missing links for you. 
 
 

Also, as we are dealing with the current Czech Republic, it is only right to have the inscriptions in 
Czech. If the person you are commemorating used German as the first language, then please provide 
all the above information in Czech and German. Nazi records in the Camps used the Czech versions 
of Jews from Bohemia and Moravia – both first and second names. 
 

Gunter Demnig, who runs this project in Germany, would like the information for engraving on the 
stone(s), i.e. the exact address and description of the pavement, at least two months before 
the due date for laying. 
 

   


