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The New Project of H.E. The Czech Ambassador 
Children of Heroes 
 
This is a reminder for you to take action.  The article appeared in Newsletter #69. 
 
H.E. Mrs Chatardová, the Czech Ambassador, is launching a new project, Children 
of Heroes.   
 
Description of the project:  

 
The new project of the Embassy of the Czech Republic in London called 

Children of Heroes will be officially launched this year. The aim of the project 

is to acknowledge the brave Czechoslovak air personnel and soldiers who 

settled, married and had children in the United Kingdom during and after the 

Second World War. It will give us a sense and feel as to the real size of the 

longest established Czechoslovak community and a chance to establish a map of 

the children, the families and, the descendants of all of those brave heroes who 

fought alongside their British colleagues during the War.  
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Over 10,000 Czechoslovak servicemen and women took part in the fight for 

freedom in the United Kingdom. Many of them started new families and stayed 

here or returned here after the end of the War. Given the time that has passed 

since the War there are now very few veterans still alive, nevertheless, their 

legacy lives on in their descendants.  

 

The project has two main objectives. The first one is to find and create a 

database of their living children, grandchildren and families, so if they are 

interested, the Embassy can engage them in commemorative and other social 

events. The second objective is to introduce the life stories of the descendants 

via a series of short video reports published on the Embassy’s website and social 

media. 

 
A formal letter from The Ambassador is attached as Appendix I and a contact form 
for veterans and relatives of veterans is attached as Appendix II.  Please fill in the 
form and return it to to the Embassy’s Press Attaché, Mr Michal Žižlavský, at 
Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz.  You can also send it by post directly to the Embassy, or 
you can send your information to Monica or David and we will pass them on for you. 
 
Please do pass on this information to the families of any other Czech 
veterans that you know about or ask them to contact us or Michal Žižlavský. 
 
 

Talks and Books 
 
The Journey Home 
 
This is a collection of essays about growing up as a child of a Holocaust survivor, 
published by Oxford University Press for GBP35.00.  A flyer is attached as 
Appendix III 
 
Theresienstadt 
 
We mentioned Anna Hájková’s book, publishing The Last Ghetto, An Everyday 
History of Theresienstadt, in our last newsletter.  It is fair to say that a number of 
people who have experience of Theresienstadt and have read the book, disagree 
with at least some of the author’s statements and conclusions.  
 
The Leo Baeck Institute New York/Berlin (https://www.lbi.org/) is organising a series 
of exhibitions and talks which will be available on zoom.  One of them will be by 
Anna Hájková, Transnationality and the Place of German Culture in Theresienstadt 
at 1900hrs (British Summer Time) on 26th April.  A recording will be available later 
on the LBI YouTube account. 
 
Walter Stamberger Exhibition 
 
Jan Machala is mounting an exhibition of the letters and paintings of Walter 
Stamberger. Tom Auber and his family have provided some material as has the 
Jewish Museum in Prague.   The exhibition will start on 26th July 2022, at the 
beginning of the traditional Festival of the Jewish Culture in Holešov and it should 

mailto:Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz
https://www.lbi.org/
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end on 30th September.  The exhibition will be located in one hall of the Chateau of 
Holešov.  
 
 
Ostrava Walks 
 
Martin Šmok has sent us some information about walks round Ostrava which can 
be enjoyed in real life or, with the links provided, in the comfort of your own home. 
 
He wrote: 
 

 
 

Both of the Ostrava IWalks are now ready to use in English as well. Of course, it 

is best to use them truly on location, in Ostrava and in Přívoz, but one can also 

experience them on a sofa at a home in New Zealand - minus the spatial context 

of the void in the society, memory and the physical space. The voices of the 

survivors that are guiding the IWalk are unique, some of them from as far away 

as Colombia and Venezuela or Mexico. And some of them are also very local, 

like Jan Mayer. 

 

The IWalk application can be downloaded for both Android and iOS (iPhone 

and iPad) machines. It is for free - users just register. It may be of interest to the 

Ostravaks, now that it is available in English as well. In Czech, it is being used 

as a student excursion tool by some of the schools in Ostrava and environs.  

 

With best regards from Prague,  Martin Šmok 

 

Links to the IWalk app: 
 
Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.illion.usc  
iOS: https://apps.apple.com/cz/app/iwalk-usc-shoah-foundation/id1176057571 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.illion.usc
https://apps.apple.com/cz/app/iwalk-usc-shoah-foundation/id1176057571
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The Story of the Czech Scrolls 
 
Lois Roman gave a webinar on the Story of the Czech Scrolls in March: 

 

The talk was advertised on JewishGen (https://www.jewishgen.org/) and Jane Nevezie 
wrote to us about it: 

 

It’s with regret that I am unable to join you at the Czech Scroll Story Webinar. I know 

that the story of these scrolls will be extremely interesting and informative so I hope, 

for those unable to attend, we may get some sort of report to read at some later time. I 

know that one of these scrolls found a home at the Kingston United Synagogue in 

London. This particular scroll came from Ostrava. I just felt the need to share my 

connection to this topic, especially since I won’t be able to Zoom into it.  

 

My late father, Oskar Wachsmann, was born in Ostrava in 1901. It is as a result of my 

earlier research that I became aware of both the existence of the scroll as well as the 

Kingston United Synagogue. What is really great is that, as a result, not only did the 

Kingston United Synagogue acquire the Ostrava Scroll, there is a whole additional 

story, collateral benefit if you will, that goes with it. The congregation, under the 

guidance of David Lawson, undertook to find out what they could about the 

community from which this scroll came. Consequently a connection was established 

with the current Ostrava Jewish Community, as well as the establishment of a 

constantly growing membership of people who at one time lived in Ostrava, still have 

https://www.jewishgen.org/
https://898a.blackbaudhosting.com/898a/JewishGen-Talks-The-Czech-Scroll-Story-from-WWII-to-the-Diaspora
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connections to Ostrava or are descents of those who were part of the Ostrava Jewish 

Community. I am proud to be one of the latter. David sends out regular newsletters 

that keep us all in the know about anything and everything Ostrava and to which 

members also contribute. David often refers to us as Ostravaks, who can be found 

living all over the world, who manage to find lost relatives and friends through this 

group and stay connected to each other, all because a Czech Scroll found its way to a 

London Synagogue.  

 

I look forward to feedback from this Webinar. Wishing you all the very best. 

Regards,  

Jane Nevezie, Melbourne, Australia. 

 
David gave a similar talk, Escaping from the Fire with a Torah Scrolls: The 
Story of the Czech Scrolls, at Limmud in Birmingham in March. 
 

 
Follow up from Newsletter #69 
 
Josef (Pepek) Salomonovic:  Stutthof Trial 

 

Pepek sent us more information about the trial:  
 

In today’s hearing public prosecutor Dr. Schwarzer and detective Grandt who 

interrogated the defendant in 2017 were questioned as witnesses. 

  

First, Dr. Schwarzer reported from his first meeting with the defendant Irmgard 

Furchner on February 2, 2017.  

He said that the defendant refused to make a statement, having understood 

immediately that she was a defendant and being charged of accessory to murder 

according to German law. But though she insisted that she did not want to make 

any statement - which is her right - and would be represented by an attorney (her 

granddaughter), in fact she did make some relevant statements. She declared that 

she never had killed anyone and that she did not feel guilty in any way.  

  

Dr. Schwarzer reported that the defendant was in a good physical condition at 

that time and fully understood that she was being under prosecution. She had 

mentioned that she would involve a major German newspaper.  She also had 

asked why the investigations were starting so late. The witness confirmed that 

Irmgard Furchner had fully understood the serious allegations. She had stated 

that nothing would happen in this matter anyway. When being questioned by the 

defendant’s attorney, witness Dr. Schwarzer confirmed again that Irmgard 

Furchner had understood that in the interrogation in 2017 she was questioned as 

a defendant and not as a witness.  

  

She had admitted to have worked as assistant to the commander of the Stutthof 

concentration camp.  She said she had been ordered to work in Stutthof and had 

not done it voluntarily. She had never witnessed or experienced any killings, 

never entered the camp itself, only sometimes she had seen a ‘prisoner’ 

(“Häftling”). Today, she doesn’t remember anymore what type of secretarial 

work she used to perform for commander Hoppe. She only remembers to have 
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ordered garden material for him. Dr. Schwarzer confirmed that the defendant 

had characterized the investigation against her as ridiculous (“lächerlich”), 

having reached the last stage of her life. He got the impression that the defendant 

appeared to be a resolute person. She had not expressed any remorse. 

  

Then detective Grandt reported as a witness from this first meeting with the 

defendant, together with Dr. Schwarzer on February 2, 2017.  

He also said that the defendant basically refused to make a statement and that 

her granddaughter would represent her as defense attorney. He confirmed that 

Mrs. Furchner had been in good health at that time. She had made some remarks 

and stated that she had no records from the period in question due to the fact that 

she had become a refugee after WW II. Detective Grandt confirmed that Dr. 

Schwarzer had informed the defendant correctly of the allegation of accessory to 

murder. He had understood that Mrs. Furchner was well aware of this serious 

allegation, however he assumed she had probably not expected to be indicted.  

  

The trial is supposed to be continued next Tuesday with the testimony of 

Abraham K., a 92-year-old survivor from Israel. 

 

 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Yehuda Manor (Petr Munk) 
 
Libuše sent us notification of the death in Israel of Petr Munk from Frýdek-Místek.  
His family owned a textile factory. I enclose two photos. He was several times in 
Ostrava and Frýdek  and lived in Israel.   
 

 .בצער רב אנו מודיעים על פטירתו בשיבה טובה של אבינו היקר יהודה מנור ז״ל 
 ההלוויה תתקיים 

כח' אדר א תשפ״ב 1.3.2022ביום שלישי    
16:00 בשעה , 

 .בבית העלמין מורשה רמת השרון 
 השבעה בבית בסיס

תא 5זלוצ'יסטי  . 
 ג'ודי שלוי ובני מנור    
 
With great sorrow we announce the passing of our dear father Yehuda Manor. The 
funeral will take place on Tuesday, March 1, 28 Adar I, 5722 at 16:00, in the Ramat 
Hasharon cemetery. Shiva at home  
Shalev and Benny Manor 
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Ostrava Jewish Community, 50th Anniversary 1925. 

 
Libuše found a fascinating photograph of the Great and the Good of the Ostrava 
Jewish Community.  The key to the people shown: 
 
Top row from left 
Max Adler; Eugen Beck; Otto Beer; Leopold Benedikt; Dr. Leo Bross; Dr. Isidor Ehrlich; Insp. Hugo 
Ehrlich; Karl Eichenbaum; Rudolf Fischer; Dr. Bruno Frank; Richard Fried 
 
Second top row in the middle from left to right (4 large photos) 
Dr. Max Böhm; Dr. Max Beer; Latzi Singer; Dr. Rudolf Tramer 
 
Third row left from left to right (4 small photos, over 1875) 
Dr. Hermann Fuks; Heinrich Gross; Ferdinand Hojda; Isidor Hornung 
 
Fourth top row in the middle from left to right (3 large photos) 
Ing. Ernst Frischer; Dr. Alois Hilf; Hermann Ettinger 
 
Third row right from left to right (4 small photos, over 1925) 
Jakob Hornung; Emil Huppert; Ignatz Karpel; Adolf Klein 
 
Fifth row from above to the arc from left to right (under 1875 - 1925) 
Dr. Heinrich Klein; Ing. Arnold Kleinzeller; Ferdinand Kohn; Dr. Max Krassny; Dr. Salomon Kulka 
Ing. Alfred Knöpfelmacher; Josef Landau; Dr. Walter Löw; Jean Löwy; Jonas Löwy 
 
Sixth row from top to arc from left to right (penultimate) 
Leopold Löwy; Hugo Mandovsky; Heinrich Mayerhof; Dr. Emil Műller; Jakob Oppenheim;  
Salomon Rosner; Moriz Reissfeld; Josef Roth; Dir. Rudolf Reiss; Josef Riegelhaupt;  
Viktor Schanzer; Hermann Schindler; Jakob Schreiber; Moriz Silbiger 
 
Last straight row from left to right 
Ella Rosenberg; Ing. Viktor Sonnenschein; Dir. Viktor Spitzer; Artur Steiner 
Heinrich Sűsser; Arnold Waldapfel; Josef Warenhaupt; Heinrich Wasserberger 
Leopold Windholz; Marta Winterstein 
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Haber, Roth and Zelenka Family 
 
Katy introduced us to her cousin, Tom Roth, by zoom.  She also sent us a 
photograph of her family taken on Karolina Roth’s 70th Birthday, 26th May 1932.  
 
Fred Roth (Number 3 in attached picture); Tom's father (No 10) and my 
Grandmother (Number 15) were brother and sisters.  Franta Zelenka, Trudy 
Zelenka, My Mum and Dad are (18,19,20,21).  She also sent us her write-up of 
Zelenka’s life: 
 

ZELENKA THE 

JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME 2.8.2022.pdf
 

 
 
 



9 
 

 
 
 
Ilse Weber 
 
Lasse Schauder wrote to us: 

 

I am part of a small non-profit institution in Kassel (Germany) called the "Sara 

Nussbaum Zentrum für jüdisches Leben" (Sara Nussbaum Centre for Jewish Life). 

Our work centers around jewish life in the past and the present. We offer workshops, 

work as guides and currently have two exhibitions in our centre. We are working 

mainly on education. 

  

At the moment we also have a colab with the youth choir Cantamus in Kassel. We 

have written a play together and have been performing it now for two years. It is 

called “…und der Regen rinnt” (and the rain flows) after the song from Ilse Weber, 

which received a lot of great feedback  

https://sara-nussbaum-zentrum.de/undderregenrinnt/ 

  

It’s a musical play centered around the stories of Helga Weissowá, Ilse Weber, Greta 

Klingsberg and Sara Nussbaum, who were brought to Terezín concentration camp. On 

the stage those women tell the audience about their lives, experiences and fate, which 

are literary intertwined in the play. The choir performs songs from Ilse Weber and 

Hans Krása. 

  

And that is how we got the idea of making a movie, based around the play. Therefore 

it would be great if we could use historical film and photo material to emphasize the 

movie. The movie is not a commercial project and will primarily serve the educational 

purposes of the students.  
 

https://sara-nussbaum-zentrum.de/undderregenrinnt/
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Lasse asked permission to use some photographs that we had sent to the Jewish 
Museum in Prague 

 
 

Copyright and the Jewish Museum in Prague (JMP) 
 
Lasse Schauder’s request to reproduce some photographs has raised all sorts of 
copyright issues, mainly about who exactly owns the copyright and if it is owned outright 
or if it is shared.  To deal with that, the JMP has produced a 6 page agreement which we 
or they can send to you if you need it.  Ostravaks who send us material know that we 
pass it all on to the JMP both to conserve and also to make available to future 
researchers and most of you have signed a Permission Form.  If you do send us material 
which you do not want to be made generally available, please specify that when you 
send the material. 
   

 

Museum of Moravian Jewish History, Brno 
 
Ann Altman, a frequent provider of interesting material to our website, sent this item 
which she found on the Czech-Jewish Genealogy website: 
 

There is, as described in the video, a plan to build a Museum of Moravian Jewish 

History in the center of Brno.  

 

I was thrilled to watch the video and to learn that there will be a major effort to 

memorialize the Jews of Moravia (my grandparents and so many other relatives of 

mine, for example). 

 

In the video, one of the organizers is Tana Klementova. I had been in touch with her 

previously in connection with the memorialization of my father’s cousin Ruth Maier 

(the “Norwegian Anne Frank”).  

 

So I wrote to Tana yesterday and she responded enthusiastically. I am sure she would 

be delighted to hear from any descendants of Moravian Jews who feel that they have 

something to contribute to the new museum.  

If you want her email address or an introduction, send me a direct message. 

 

 

YOUTUBE.COM 

MEHRIN, Moravské židovské muzeum 

 

https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR03cDi4HAdiCcQv0RQw07H29sUo764rilgS7UHmfn1SPeS9n9bvDvCmZNY
https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR03cDi4HAdiCcQv0RQw07H29sUo764rilgS7UHmfn1SPeS9n9bvDvCmZNY
https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR03cDi4HAdiCcQv0RQw07H29sUo764rilgS7UHmfn1SPeS9n9bvDvCmZNY
https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR03cDi4HAdiCcQv0RQw07H29sUo764rilgS7UHmfn1SPeS9n9bvDvCmZNY
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Please contact Monica or David and we will pass the information on to Ann. 

 
We wish all our readers a happy and healthy Easter and Pesach 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: 
lawsonassoc@btinternet.com   

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR0W8fJ75LcXOm4JeA7BFCj60AlRWQIhwLsQv9OyAzWaj-XMoz77onklIA8
https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR0W8fJ75LcXOm4JeA7BFCj60AlRWQIhwLsQv9OyAzWaj-XMoz77onklIA8
https://youtu.be/sh26fnHf2fI?fbclid=IwAR0W8fJ75LcXOm4JeA7BFCj60AlRWQIhwLsQv9OyAzWaj-XMoz77onklIA8
mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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Appendix I:  Letter from Mrs Chatardová, The Czech Ambassador 
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Appendix II: Children of Heroes Contact Form 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Children of Heroes Contact Form 
 
Dear Children of Heroes, if you are interested in taking part in our project, we would 
like to kindly ask you to fill in the table below. It contains questions on your name and 
the name of the air personnel/soldier that you are related to, your address, contact 
details, your current occupation and finally other activities you do besides your job. 
These might have a connection to the World War II, but not necessarily. You may be 
involved in an association keeping alive the memory of war veterans, be part of a 
sport club, or for example, you can be in some way helping your local community. 
We are interested in all of that and more. Finally, we also ask you to indicate whether 
you are willing to share your life story in our video series.   
If you thus agree to become part of our project, please send the filled form to the 
Embassy’s Press Attaché Mr Michal Žižlavský at Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz. You can 
eventually contact him over phone at 07707 276 074. In the case you are open to 
participate in the video series, he will get back to you with further details. 

 
 
  

Name  

Descendant of  

Address  

Contact details 
(e-mail, phone 
number) 

 

Occupation   

Activities  

Are you open to 
take part in the 
video series?  

Yes                         No 

mailto:Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz
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Appendix III.  The Journey Home 
 

 


