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The New Project of H.E. The Czech Ambassador 
Children of Heroes 
 
H.E. Mrs Chatardová, the Czech Ambassador, is launching a new project, 
Children of Heroes.   
 
Description of the project:  

 
The new project of the Embassy of the Czech Republic in London called 

Children of Heroes will be officially launched this year. The aim of the project 

is to acknowledge the brave Czechoslovak air personnel and soldiers who 

settled, married and had children in the United Kingdom during and after the 

Second World War. It will give us a sense and feel as to the real size of the 

longest established Czechoslovak community and a chance to establish a map 

33/35 Uxbridge 
Road 
Kingston upon 
Thames 
Surrey, KT1 2LL 
 

0208 339 2689 

www.ksds.org.uk. 

uk 

Londýnský kroužek Ostraváků 
Der Londoner-Ostrauerkreis 

Our Ostrava Group 
https://kingstonostravacircle.org/  

 

http://www.ksds.org.uk/
https://kingstonostravacircle.org/


2 
 

of the children, the families and, the descendants of all of those brave heroes 

who fought alongside their British colleagues during the War.  

 

Over 10,000 Czechoslovak servicemen and women took part in the fight for 

freedom in the United Kingdom. Many of them started new families and stayed 

here or returned here after the end of the War. Given the time that has passed 

since the War there are now very few veterans still alive, nevertheless, their 

legacy lives on in their descendants.  

 

The project has two main objectives. The first one is to find and create a 

database of their living children, grandchildren and families, so if they are 

interested, the Embassy can engage them in commemorative and other social 

events. The second objective is to introduce the life stories of the descendants 

via a series of short video reports published on the Embassy’s website and 

social media. 

 
A formal letter from The Ambassador is attached as Appendix I and a contact form 
for veterans and relatives of veterans is attached as Appendix II.  Please fill in the 
form and return it to to the Embassy’s Press Attaché, Mr Michal Žižlavský, at 
Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz.  You can also send it by post directly to the Embassy, 
or you can send your information to Monica or David and we will pass them on for 
you. 
 
Please do pass on this information to the families of any other Czech 
veterans that you know about or ask them to contact us or Michal Žižlavský. 
 
 

Talks and Books 
Jewish Book Week 
 
Full details of this year’s Jewish Book Week can be found on: 
https://jewishbookweek.com/upcoming-events/  

 

At 3:45hrs on Sunday March 6th in the Limehouse Room in Kings Place, David will 

be in conversation with Jaana Johansson about her biography of Pepek 

Salomonovic, The Olive- Green Rucksack, and the book he co-authored, Ostrava 

and its Jews.  Both books will be available to buy at the bookstall 

 
Limmud 
 
David will be giving a presentation at Limmud in Birmingham in the Central Library 
on Sunday March 20th, entitled Escaping from the Fire with a Torah Scroll:  
The Story of the Czech Scrolls. 
 
Theresienstadt 
 

Oxford University Press are publishing The Last Ghetto, An Everyday History of 

Theresienstadt by Dr Anna Hájková of Warwick University.  It will be available in 

mid-February. 

mailto:Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz
https://jewishbookweek.com/upcoming-events/
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The Antiques Road Show on BBC: Marian Fielding. 
My sister Evelyn and I will be on the Antiques Roadshow on Sunday 13th 
February 7 pm with some of the glassware that our grandparents, Olga and Victor 
Lichtenstern managed to bring to England. 
 
Heart Songs 
 
Barbara Gilford has written and published her memoire of her family’s Holocaust 
story, Heart Songs, and she has given talks about it, mainly and sadly only on 
zoom.  See Appendix I for details of the book.  She has kindly offered to give us a 
zoom talk about her story.  Please let Monica or David know if you would be 
interested in hearing and seeing such a zoom talk by barbara and we will set it up. 
 
 

Follow up from Newsletter #68 
 
Thanks 
 
It is always nice to hear from our readers that they enjoyed the Newsletters.  Tom 
Auber, James Werner, Hana Muzika Khan and Bobbie Ladenheim wrote saying 
thanks. Barbara Gilford wrote: 
 

Once again I am in tears following the newsletter. I feel myself reaching out, 

wanting to touch others with family roots in Ostrava, wondering whose family 

members might have been in school with my father and his sister Gretl and with my 

precious cousin Zuzanna "Susi" Spitzer, born in Ostrava in 1931 and died in 

Treblinka in 1942. 

 

 

Peter Barbara and Eva Klein 
 

Peter wrote to us:  
 

Talk about wheels within wheels!  The Eva Klein mentioned was nee Barber 

(1919-2008) and was my father’s first cousin.   Willi and Hans Klein were the 

brothers of the husband, Felix, of my aunt Kate nee Barber (1904 -2002)!   Eva 

was the daughter of Emanuel (‘Mundi’) Barber (1875-1942), the younger 

brother of my grandfather Moritz Barber (1872-1937).  Hans was a strong 

Communist unlike his numerous brothers, at least one (and probably more) of 

whom perished in the Holocaust.  I think Hans had at least one daughter who 

lives or lived in Prague: I remember my uncle and aunt going off to Prague to 

meet them perhaps in the 1970s.   

 

  The Klein family came from Neutitschein (Novy Jicin) .  Their  father: 

Berthold Klein was a court clerk and earlier (1903) Oberjäger des Oberjäger 

Bataillon 5.  On 5 May 1896 in Kremsier: he married Rose  Kohn daughter of 

Hermann Kohn and Leopoldine née Hoffenreich of Boskowitz- Felix (1903-

83) was an engineer who worked for a Rothschild owned firm in Privoz, I 

think, which managed to secure his transfer to the UK early  in 1939.  It was 

through Kate that Willi was introduced to Eva.  After about 12 years in 
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Bournemouth,Felix and Kate who were childless (but had two foster children, 

the sons of Czech Jewish poet, Sonnenschein) moved to North America. 

 

Felix was the sleepiest man I every knew:  kind, generous and loveable in 

many ways and very musical he was fascinated by hydraulics and could not 

understand why the rest of the world did not share his passion.  He could fall 

asleep in the middle of a sentence and resume the sentence, exactly where he 

had left off, after waking up perhaps half an hour later!  I remember that when 

visiting Kate and him in Philadelphia doing my gap year before going to 

university, I used the pause to write an airmail letter home! 

 

I visited Eva at her home in later years and she also had a close friendship with 

the grandson and great granddaughters of the oldest of the Barber brothers 

Markus Barber (1859-1922) who eventually moved to 

Vienna.  Markus’s  descendants still live in South West London and I am in 

regular contact with them. 

 

All the best 

 

Peter 

 

 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Josef (Pepek) Salomonovic:  Stutthof Trial 
 
Pepek sent us a report of his participation in the trial, with a photograph: 

 
…in the trial against Irmgard Furchner instead of continuing with the historical 

expert, the first witness, survivor Josef Salomonovic appeared at court as a 

witness yesterday. It was definitely not easy for him, nevertheless the 83-year-

old man came - together with his wife - from Vienna to the Regional Court of 

Itzehoe to give his harrowing testimony on the deportation and suffering of his 

family.  
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“It is not easy to go over all this again”, Salomonovic says.. In moving words 

and in a quiet voice, Salomonovic, who had to live through deportation to 

various concentration camps, including Auschwitz and Stutthof as a 6-year-old 

boy, tells of the fate of his family. Together with his older brother Michael and 

his mother Dora, he survived hunger, cold and deprivation. His father Erich 

was murdered in Stutthof in September 1944 with a benzol injection into his 

heart. 

  

"It's a moral duty, it's not pleasant," Salomonovic says. He emphasizes he is 

doing it for his father, for his mother, who died in 1992, and for his brother, 

who died two years ago. He holds up a photo of his father in the direction of 

the defendant, who is sitting a few feet away behind a Plexiglas pane. Irmgard 

Furchner does not show any reaction. "Maybe she does not sleep well, like 

me",  the 83-year-old says in response to a question from a co-plaintiff attorney 

as to whether he was asking the defendant a question by showing her the photo. 

  

Salomonovic describes that as a small child he had seen how the women, 

including his mother, were stripped of everything, clothing, personal 

belongings and jewelry, and then had their heads shaved. He did not 

understand what happened and did not recognize his mother among the women 

anymore. Against the miserable cold he used to huddle between her legs. At 

least they had had a blanket. "The worst thing was the hunger and the cold." 

  

Salomonovic's tale of woe does not end at Stutthof. After about three months, 

in a cattle wagon he is taken with his mother and brother to a forced labor 

factory in Dresden, a subcamp of the Flossenbuerg concentration camp. There 

his family has to produce ammunition for the Germans. According to 

Salomonovic, when the factory is inspected on Feb. 12, 1945, and the boy is 

crouching in a laundry bucket to hide from the SS men, one of them says, "this 

filth has to go." Salomonovic is to be shot the next day - but because the air 

forces of Great Britain and the U.S. bomb Dresden the following night, the boy 

survives. "All the houses were broken," he recalls. "For the first time in years I 

saw beautiful people with hair, but they were dead. They were lying in two 

layers on the street until they were taken away."  

  

During the following death march, Josef, his mother and brother, manage to 

escape. They can hide in a farmer’s barn and are being liberated by U.S. 

soldiers in April 1945. 

  

When asked by a judge how he had dealt with the horror after the liberation, 

Salomonovic responded dismissively. "I don't want to talk about it. It's too 

hard." After the trial, he said that even if the defendant was not directly 

responsible, she was still indirectly guilty - even if all she did was sitting in an 

office and stamp his father's death certificate. 

  

The trial will be continued next Tuesday. Then a witness from the U.S. will be 

making her statement in a video call. 
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A New Ostravak - Yael Gillman, Wulkan and Hirsch Families 
 
Yael wrote to us: 
 

I recently discovered that my grandmother Martha Johanna Wulkan (19.9.1886 

- 1944) was born in Mährisch-Ostrau. Writing as Johanna Thal, she was a well-

known fashion journalist for 'Die Dame' in Berlin 1916-34. She married 

another journalist, Julius Hirsch (b Troppau/Opava 5.4.1876 - 1942). In the 

course of my recent researches, luckily I stumbled upon your book "Ostrava 

and its Jews". 

 

Yael sent us this link to an article about her mother’s work with Die Dame:  
https://www.axelspringer.com/en/inside/the-woman-who-shaped-die-dame.  You 
will have to cut and paste it into the address bar of your browser. 
 
Naturally, Libuše had found quite a lot of genealogical material and already sent it 
to Yael.  If you have any more information, please contact us. 
 
 

Searching for Information 
Ann Altman, Clare Hollingworth 
 

Ann Altman, the daughter of Stephan Körner, is looking for people who have any 
connection to Clare Hollingworth.  As a young volunteer at the British Consulate in 
Katowice, Clare provided “visas” to perhaps 3000 Jews in the late spring and early 
summer of 1939, allowing them to escape to England.  The Ostravaks Stephan 
Körner, Otto Eisner and Willi Haas all owe their lives to Clare and Ann is trying, 
with Clare’s grand-nephew Patrick Garrett, to get Yad Vashem to recognize Clare 
as a Righteous Gentile. Stories of similar survivors, who owe their lives to Clare, 
will help this effort. 
 
Michael Gordy and SS Captain Müller 
 
Michael’s Grandfather, Heinrich Goldberger born 1907, had a non-Jewish school 
friend called Müller who disappeared from Ostrava in the early 1920’s but, 
according to the family story, reappeared after the German invasion as an SS 
Captain.  He arranged for an exit visa for Heinrich who was later able to get visas 
for his wife and son.  A school photograph presumably shows Müller; Heinrich is at 
the front on the right: 

https://www.axelspringer.com/en/inside/the-woman-who-shaped-die-dame
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Ann Altman’s father, Stepan Kőrner, was apparently warned by a Nazi officer to 
leave Ostrava immediately before he was arrested.  We assume that it was the 
same Müller. 
 
Gordy family’s story is that Müller was later shot by the Nazis for helping Jews. 
 
We have not been able to find any more information about Müller, either as a 
schoolboy or SS Captain, but would welcome any help or information. 
 
If you have any information about any of these people, please contact Monica or 
David. 
 
 

Dr Bernard Grulewski 
 
Dr Bernard Marcinowski found an article on our website and wrote: 
 

I am psychiatrist from Warsaw interested in the history of medicine. I found 

online the newsletter 39 of Ostrava Group from 2015) with some information 

about Dr Bernard Grulewski who was born in Cracow and graduated from 

Iagiellonian University. I would love to contact the grandson of Dr. Grulewski 

who sent you a photo and information about his family. I believe he will be 

interested in the information I have collected so far about his grandfather.  
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We have forwarded this and would be pleased to receive any further 
information about Dr Grulewski 
 

 

Land Plots and Land Registry 
 
Radan sent us a link to a page where the Czech Government shows the land 
registry position where the owner’s name is known but is possibly no longer alive.  
Libuše recognises at least some of those names but believes there may be others 
known to our readers.  The document is in Czech, but google Translate gives an 
adequate English version.  
https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/finance/uzsvm-
vyhledavac/r~4cc08e7860a811eb9d74ac1f6b220ee8/ 
 
 

Archives 
Eva Halfon 

 
Eva Halfon wrote to us about material she has given to the Jewish Museum in 
Prague (JMP): 
 

Here is the link provided by Dr. Lenka Šindelářová to all the objects pertaining 

to my father, Ludwig Kleinberg, I have deeded to the collection of Jewish 

Museum in Prague (the image of his mother is for the Pinkas Synagogue 

database). I am in the process of collecting some other objects, images of 

which I will send to Dr. Šindelářová in the near future. 

https://collections.jewishmuseum.cz/index.php/Search/Index?search=halfon  

 

Ann Altman 
 
Ann reminded us of the wealth of Ostrava material now held by the JMP: 
 

The Jewish Museum in Prague has a 30-page trove of fascinating documents 

and photographs that is filed under "Ostrava" at 

https://collections.jewishmuseum.cz/index.php/Search/Index?search=ostrava 

 

There is also a very active "Czech Jewish Genealogy (Including Bohemia, 

Moravia and Silesia)" group on Facebook, with members who are responsive 

and helpful.   
 

Also Czech Wikipedia seems to have a lot of material about those who 

fled.  For example, there are entries for my mother’s cousins Leopold and 

Bedrich Ornstein - something I would never have imagined.   
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Appendix I:  Letter from Mrs Chatardová, The Czech Ambassador 
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Appendix II: Children of Heroes Contact Form 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Children of Heroes Contact Form 
 
Dear Children of Heroes, if you are interested in taking part in our project, we would 
like to kindly ask you to fill in the table below. It contains questions on your name 
and the name of the air personnel/soldier that you are related to, your address, 
contact details, your current occupation and finally other activities you do besides 
your job. These might have a connection to the World War II, but not necessarily. 
You may be involved in an association keeping alive the memory of war veterans, 
be part of a sport club, or for example, you can be in some way helping your local 
community. We are interested in all of that and more. Finally, we also ask you to 
indicate whether you are willing to share your life story in our video series.   
If you thus agree to become part of our project, please send the filled form to the 
Embassy’s Press Attaché Mr Michal Žižlavský at Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz. You 
can eventually contact him over phone at 07707 276 074. In the case you are open 
to participate in the video series, he will get back to you with further details. 

 
 
  

Name  

Descendant of  

Address  

Contact details 
(e-mail, phone 
number) 

 

Occupation   

Activities  

Are you open to 
take part in the 
video series?  

Yes                         No 

mailto:Michal_Zizlavsky@mzv.cz
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Appendix III.  Heart Songs by Barbara Gilford 
 

New Jersey Author Preserves Her Family's Legacy in  

Heart Songs - A Holocaust Memoir 

September 1, 2020 - Imagine finding a treasure that leads you on a journey, 

uncovering the hidden history of family members you had never met. In 

Heart Songs - A Holocaust Memoir, author Barbara Gilford traverses the 

landscape of memory, love and loss after discovering a stack of 57 letters 

wrapped in a frayed ribbon and elegantly handwritten in German. With 

depth and emotion, Gilford breathes new life into the stories of her 

grandmother, aunt and young cousin who perished in the concentration 

camps, and of her father, who escaped. 

Heart Songs takes the reader on an odyssey through Czechoslovakia, Italy and England, 

from her family’s beginnings as book publishers in Ostrava, Czechoslovakia until their tragic and 

haunting deaths at the hands of the Nazis. With excerpts from her grandmother’s letters and the 

book’s poetic prose, the author embraces the power of remembering her family with the awareness 

that their story is her story. 

Gilford began as an educator and award-winning 

journalist, contributing more than 200 articles on dance to The 

New York Times. She subsequently maintained a 25-year 

clinical practice in psychotherapy before writing Heart Songs. 

Trauma, loss and suffering in her clients engendered in her a 

deep appreciation for the strength and resilience embedded in 

the human psyche and spirit.  

Gilford also uncovers the unique legacy of the second generation of Holocaust survivors, a 

legacy that calls on her professional experience as a psychotherapist. Many of the second 

generation carry an inheritance of their parents’ inability to grieve their lost families, often 

experienced through secrets and silence about their relatives. In Heart Songs she writes, “Coming 

to terms with tragedy is an ongoing process. We don’t ‘get over’ our losses but we learn to live 

with them.”  

Filled with many photographs and transportive settings, Heart Songs offers a personal lens 

that illuminates Gilford’s family and carries a message of the enduring power of love and memory.  

For more information about Heart Songs visit www.barbaragilford.com. Heart Songs - A 

Holocaust Memoir, published by Amsterdam Publishers, is available as a Kindle e-book and in 

print on Amazon: getbook.at/HeartSongs and at bookstores worldwide.  

http://www.barbaragilford.com/
http://getbook.at/HeartSongs

