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15th Anniversary Edition 

 
Yes, it is exactly since the first edition of the Ostrava Newsletter appeared at 
Chanukah 2006.  It seems remarkable that it is so long ago and that there is still a 
continuing flow of Ostravak news.  Keep it coming! 
 
 

Follow up from Newsletter #67 
 
Rabbi Feder and Rabbi Andrew Goldstein 
 
Andrew says that R Feder is his hero.  Our wonderful genealogist, Libuše, sent a 
letter to Andrew with a story about R Feder: 
 

I read your contribution in issue 65 of the Newsletter of the Ostrava Circle in which 

you remembered Rabbi Dr. Richard Feder, who worked after the end of World War 

II at the regional rabbinate in Brno and also often commuted to Mor. Ostrava. 

For many years I have been working on a genealogical inventory of the Jewish 

community of our region, and to this day thousands of archival materials have passed 
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through my hands. Some of them were originally destined for shredding like the one 

in a story that shows how important person Rabbi Feder was. 

It was in Ostrava in 1955. The short story was following. 

 

Mrs. Pavla Goldsteinová, born in 1884, without religion, asked Rabbi Feder to be 

accepted into the Jewish faith and into the Jewish community in Ostrava. She was 

not Jewish. She lived with her husband Vilém * 1878 who was a Jew throughout the 

Holocaust and due to the fact that she did not divorce him, her husband was only 

briefly deported by transporting members of mixed families AE 6 from Ostrava to 

Terezín. It was only after his death on December 18, 1953, that she realized that 

when she dies, she could not be buried next to him. The Jewish community of 

Ostrava rejected her request to convert to Judaism. 

Rabbi Dr. Richard Feder turned to the community board to reconsider her 

application for admission and, he asked them to think when they will vote on her 

application that they vote about his application. His request was accepted. In annex 

you can see his letter to the Jewish community to accept Mrs. Goldsteinová without 

any further delays and obstacles. 

When I visited the Jewish cemetery in Brno years ago, I visited his grave, laid a 

stone and lit a candle in the name of Mrs. Goldstein(ová). I also attach a photo of his 

grave. 

 

I am not sure how well you can read Czech, but the letter by Dr. Feder documents 

his rabbinical decision after all those years. 

 

Sincerely, 

Libuše Salomonovičová 

 
The letter, translated by Radan, reads: 
 

Header:    Regional Rabbinate Brno 
    Telephone 327-33 

In Brno, 24.III.55. 
Subj.: Conversion to Judaism 
 
 Jewish Religious Community 
 Ostrava 
 
 Mrs. Pavla Goldsteinová from Ostrava approached to me directly as well as via Dr. Spira. 
She expressed her wish to convert to our religion. I have learned that she deserves this 
honour and I delegated Dr. Spira to accept her application instead of me. 

Hereby I am appealing on you to accept Mrs. Goldstein(ovou) into our register of 
Jews and informed her formally about it. 
 I just want to remark that acceptance of proselytizers is a task for the Rabbi, not the 
community officers and I am asking strongly to process this case without any unnecessary 
delay. 
 Please, inform me that you have approved this my request. 
     With Jewish compliments, obedient 
          Dr.Feder 
 
      Stamp of regional rabbinate in Brno 
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Helen Bryant, Ann Altman and the Klein Family. 
 
Helen started off a conversation with Ann following our Newsletter #67: 
 

Ann- you mention Willi Klein. I grew up with Willi and his wife Eva Klein very 

much part of my father’s social circle in Crawley, outer London.  Willi’s brother 

Hans( Hanush) married my mother Olga Haas and divorced in the UK, she then 

married by father Paul Bryant (Pavel Blum(enzwig). They all met in Brno but I am 

not sure which year. 

I would love to make contact and learn more about the Klein family. 

Sadly, the connection was based on a mis-reading!  A follow up email from Helen 
provides a little more information about her aunt. 

I see where I made my mistake. 

My mother was Olga Haas, her first husband was Hans Klein, brother of Willi Klein, 

all of them Ostravaks. I was so excited to see these names that I muddled them up to 

see what I have always wanted to see in David’s newsletters.  

 

My mother Olga Haas was born on 19 June 1908, her only sibling was called Rosa. I 

tried when we met Radan and his father when I was in Ostrava. …My aunt Rosl, an 

Auschwitz survivor, is buried in Ostrava Jewish community cemetery which I saw 

during our visit. 

 

If any of our readers have any more information, please contact Monica or David and 
we will pass it on. 

 
Tom Auber and Ostrava and its Jews 
 
Tom wrote asking what happens to all the material we collect and whether we will 
be having another Ostravak Reunion.  I can reassure him and everyone else that 
all the information is passed on to the Jewish Museum in Prague for preservation 
and adding to their data base, unless the originator specifically asks for it not to be 
made publicly available.  
 
Dr Lenka Šindelárová has recently taken over responsibility for the Ostrava 
archive as Radana Rutová, who looked after us for several years, has now moved 
to take up a position in the Terezín Museum.  We wish both of them well in their 
new positions. 
 
Are you interested in a reunion sometime in the spring or early summer next year, 
in London, Prague or Ostrava?  Please let Monica or David know and which 
location you would or would not like. 
 
Charles Borlam 

 
Shana Tovah!  I just had the pleasure of reading the latest update. Although 

little therein affected my family history it was a very welcome update. The 
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work your group had dome really brought my Father's life history into another 

realm. I do look forward one day to visit and walk the same streets! 

 

Best Wishes, Charles Borlam 

 

 

 

News of Ostravaks 
 

Hanus Weber 
 
Hanuš, son of Ilse, the well-known poet, died recently in Sweden.  Libuše wrote an 
obituary in the Terezínská iniciativa, a scan of which is in the Appendix.  Radan 
kindly translated it into English for us:  
 
On 14 September 2021 Hanuš Weber, son of Ilse Weber, a writer, poets and nurse of 

Terezín children, died in Stockholm at the age of 90. 

Hanuš was born in Ostrava-Vítkovice, and he was lucky that thanks to Nicholas Winton, 

he left by child transport to England and from there later to Sweden. His parents and 

younger brother Tomáš were deported to Terezín, where the mother worked as a nurse for 

young children. When his father Willi Weber was included in the transport in the autumn 

of 1944 to Auschwitz, Ilse also signed up with her younger son Tom and the whole family 

went to Auschwitz together where Ilse and Tom were murdered. In Theresienstadt she 

wrote a set of impressive poems that have been preserved in hiding. 

Willi Weber survived Auschwitz and returned to Prague. Also his son Hanuš, 14 years old, 

returned from Sweden. Later he married a Swedish flight attendant Eva and went with her 

back to Sweden. Their son got name after Hanuš's murdered brother - Tommy. Tommy 

and his wife Vanessa have a daughter Lilian (Lilian was a girlfriend of Ilse). At the end of 

Hanuš's life, in May of this year, their son Nicholas was born and was named after Hanuš's 

rescuer. 

 
Antonin Kostlán and Gerzon family 
 
Antonin wrote to us with some family information: 
 

Dears, 

I send you some information about family of Aisik Rupp (see Newsletter Nr. 

39, p. 9-10). He was later cantor in Vrbové (Slovakia) - see here: 

https://archive.org/details/nybc313938/page/n2/mode/2up (p. 46 and 212). 

His wife was Chana Gerzon and they had 4 children (Gitele, Salomon, Ruchele 

and Schulemke). All members of the family died during the Holocaust. 

 

Aisik´s wife Chana Gerzon was sister of Armin Gerzon, whom is dedicated 

your article in Newsletter Nr. 41, p. 9-10. Armin was a front-line driver in the 
British armee during the WWII. Later was living in Prague and 1968 was 

emigrated to Great Britain. His daughter is living in Vienna. 

 

They both (Chana Gerzon and Armin Gerzon) were children of Rabbi Isak 

Gerzon (1884-1944), who worked in Moravská Ostrava as a ritual slaughterer 

https://archive.org/details/nybc313938/page/n2/mode/2up
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(shochet) until 1940 (later was circumcision maker for Prague Jewish 

Community). His wife was Chaje Rifke (née Klein). Both were transported to 

Theresianstadt and later to Auschwitz-Birkenau (in so called "Terezinský 

rodinný tábor"). They both died there in March 1944.  

 

On Monday 25th October 2021 would be installated the Stolperstein for Isaak 

and his wife Chaje Rifka before their last home (Dlouhá 46, Prague 1). They 

had 8 children: David, Irene, Jacob (Eugen), Chana, Shalom (died 2015 in 

Israel), Berta, Frida (my mother) and Armin. 

 

Sincerely,  Antonin Kostlan 

 

Please let us know if you have any further information about the family. 
 
Lydia Tischler (née Folkartová): With a Yellow Star in and Empty Carriage 
 
Lydia has written about her Holocaust memories 
and the book (in Czech) has just been published.  
She was in Prague for the launch and has sent 
us a link to that event, with English subtitles for 
those of us not fluent in Czech! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6I5ViRcU4I 
 
She is working on the English translation of the 
book. 

 

 

 
Lydia kindly translated the Czech flyer for the book for us: 
 

Lydia Tischler(*1929) is one of the last survivors of Auschwitz. After the war 

she emigrated to Great Britain and trained as child psychotherapist with Anna 

Freud. She has devoted her whole professional life to child psychotherapy. The 

book proceeds chronologically, beginning with her childhood spent in pre-war 

Moravská Ostrava (then Czechoslovakia) followed by an unsuccessful attempt 

to escape to Poland, imprisoned in the concentration camp Theresienstadt, then 

Auschwitz and following liberation she moved to Great Britain. Lydia 

describes her life in Britain where she first looked after problem children on a 

voluntary basis and later as a qualified psychologist and psychotherapist. Her 

factual and at the same time lively account of her fate/ destiny  is not only a  a 

valuable peronal account/version  but also an interesting contribution to the 

study of a child’s emotional life which post war psycholgy was only just 

begnning to discover. The book is illustrated with period photographs  

Petr Vizina (*1967) is a well known czech journalist and moderator, who has 

devoted much of his professional life to cultural affairs. He is a graduate of 

theology of the  Faculty of Catholicism of Charles univerity. As a journalist he 

worked for the Lidove and Hospodarske newspapers also contributing to the 

journal Repekt and other media. Currently he is preapring a series of podcasts 

for the server Aktualne.cz where he invites noteworthy personalites from the 

realm of literature music and the creative arts. He is a regular contirbutor to 

Czech radio.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6I5ViRcU4I
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Marc Fachinger, Ornstein family 
 

Marc actually found Libuše before he found us, but she sent him on!   
 

Good evening, 

in a mixed matter - private and official - I am researching the fate of the 

jewish couple Ludwig and Berta Ornstein, nee Strauss. Ludwig Ornstein was 

born 23rd Octobre 1891 in Roszahegy/Ruzomberok (Slovakia). I think, when 

he was 1 year old his family moved to Ostrava (Mährisch-Ostrau). I am not 

sure, but one of his brothers, later Dr. Simon Ornstein was born 27th July 

1899 in Ostrava. Dr. Libuse Salomonovicova sent me a register, where the 

family Heinrich Khaim Ornstein (born 1860 in Liptovsky Mikulas) and 

Mathilde Ornstein, nee Buxbaum (born 1864 in Liptovsky Mikulas) is named 

in "Arch scitaci - Anzeigezettel" from 1900. Ludwig had three brothers: 

Jakob, Bernhard and Simon. In a newspaper from 1903 the name "Heinrich 

Ornstein" is mentioned. I think, it has to be the father from Ludwig Ornstein. 

What I am interested in are more informations about the family in the time 

during living in Ostrava. And where did they go afterwards. I still don't know 

what happened to Ludwig (Ludovit) during 1903 and 1932. I assume, he was 

in First world war (but the military register in Budapest named different 

Lajos/Ludwig Ornstein and not "mine"). I assume, he learnt for his job 

"dentist", perhaps in Leipzig, I don't know exactly. Since May 1932 I know 

what he was doing until his death in 10th November 1944 in Ravensbrueck 

Concentration camp. 

I would be happy for further informations, perhaps photos from these times in 

Ostrava, because still I have no photo from Ludwig Ornstein, from his later 

wife Berta (born in Miehlen/Germany) I have one. 

Kind regards 

Marc Fachinger 

 
My connection to Ludwig Ornstein is, that he lived in my hometown 

Lindenholzhausen from 1932-1938 and worked there as a dentist. 

Next year, 2022, Lindenholzhausen will celebrate his 1.250 anniversary. With 

three others I am researching the years 1933-1945 and we look which people 

lived there, who stood in the shadows during this time. 

Ludwig and his wife Berta were the only Jewish couple in my hometown. 

I am working since 19 years with contemporary witness from the years 1933-

1945. 

I think, we Germans in our hometowns have to learn much from our history. 

So this is my connection to Ludwig Ornstein, from whom I am still searching 

a photo. 

 

Please let us know if you have any more information about the Ornstein family.  
We will pass it on to Marc. 
 
Sagi Shlomi ; Űberreich family 
 
Once again, the web has introduced a new Ostravak to us.  Sagi wrote to us from 
Israel: 
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I am looking for information about my Grandfather and his family Uberreichs, 

I know from past records he lived in Ostrava, and I also know he worked for a 

company name Meyerhof in Ostrava. 

I will be happy if there is anyone here who can help me. 

 

many thanks! 

Sagi 

Of course, Libuše was able to provide a lot of information (see Appendix) and we 
were able to explain why Sagi’s grandfather had neither Polish nor Czech 
citizenship.  We now have another happy contact: 

I have to say, this journey started for me about 3 years ago, with a very simple 

task, to try and find out about my mother's uncle who we knew very little about 

and had one letter from back in the 70's Since then I discovered so much on 

both my mother's family, and also about the Jewish community, but mainly I 

learned that there are very special people in the world, such as yourself that I 

feel blessed to have met. So thank you for your time and help 

Sagi 

As always, please let us know if you have any more information. 
 
 

Stolpersteine 
We are considering another campaign of Stolperstein laying in Ostrava.  If 
you are interested in having a Stein for members of your family, please let 
Monica or David know as soon as possible.  The cost will be approximately 
GBP150 per Stein. 
 
 

David Freedmann: The Artist as Witness 
 
The indefatigable Miriam, David’s daughter from his post war second marriage, 
sent us a link to some of his works, based on his experiences in The Holocaust.  
The website has 33 of his drawings and they make grim and harrowing viewing. 

Many have asked for more info about David Friedmann. His work is featured 

on the website of the Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies, Univ. of 

Minnesota. See some of his art legacy and his powerful Holocaust series, 

Because They Were Jews: http://z.umn.edu/becausetheywerejews.   

http://z.umn.edu/becausetheywerejews?fbclid=IwAR3wG9-T63cEjBekMNgZ9zWcmNNTRJYi2xfiQAWnhY1TKVAoQ2il5N2WciA
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She also sent a copy of a painting, with David’s own commentary: 
 

 

On October 16, 1941, 

Transport A [Transport 

2, Prague I] departed 

for the Lodz Ghetto. 

“After a great deal of 

nerve wrecking 

incidents our last place 

of residence was 

District II, Dušní 10, 

from where we were 

hauled out of the 

apartment [on Oct. 13] 

with some baggage, 

loaded onto a truck and 

transported to the 

Prague exhibition hall 

[Messepalais]. 

 

Hundreds of people were lying on the floor and horrible things played out during the 

whole night and next day. The first Prague Transport to Ghetto Litzmannstadt [Łodz] was 

being prepared by the Gestapo. After some more ludicrous formalities, such as giving up 

your gold, etc., for the benefit of the Help Fund of the N.S.D.A.P. [official name of Nazi 

https://www.facebook.com/DavidFriedmann1893/photos/a.282088752430446/894876411151674/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCvftGfKwlJpNeRc_GkOa-ftUpxME7zOl-2OLzDcVYHQx9qn2jfqfx8mbvGNZtMUCLLuzzszSkmwawNlZpca7dCMIaqo5KxhJuSaPVxgwOIz1e4-7JHfxVpyqRrSEfB-iIn8iie52NX7Ra0OicuxOiKLehqNrWiZWelqYtcy3eRw&__tn__=EH-y-R
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party] which we voluntarily had to sign, children, adults, accompanied by soldiers with 

fixed bayonets, walked with all their baggage to the train, where one thousand Jews were 

pushed in like sardines. It is unnecessary to describe what went on in a completely sealed 

car for two days and two nights and this was just the beginning. Windows were not 

permitted to be opened.” 

David Friedman 1893-1980 

Awaiting Deportation – from the series, Because They Were Jews! 

Copyright ©1989 Miriam Friedman Morris 

Oil painting, 1946. 

 

Season’s Greetings 
 

 

 
 
 

We wish all our readers a happy Chanukah and send best 
wishes for the whole holiday period 
 free of viruses and similar troubles 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: 
lawsonassoc@btinternet.com   

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 

Maple Road,  
SURBITON,  

Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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Appendix I:  Űberreich Family 
 
Übereich Abraham family  
 
Übereich Abraham *8.4.1871 Radojowice region Nowy Sadz +22.10.1942 
Treblinka  
Wife Fany neé Löwy(ová) *12.3.1878 Bielsko +22.10.1942 Treblinka  
Children:  Walter *5.8.1905 Mor. Ostrava 

Teresia *16.9.1907 Mor. Ostrava married Goldberger 
Herta *9.6.1910 Mor. Ostrava married Rosenberg  
Vilém *15.8.1915 Mor. Ostrava  

Parents got married 3.5.1904, address during population census in 1921 was Mor. 
Ostrava, Opavská street No. 1208, last address before deportation to 
Theresienstadt was Mor. Ostrava, Šubrtova street, No.5. 
Abraham got Czechoslovak citizenship 10.3.1931, he was a salesman. 
 
Notes about children: 

1) Walter, studied at a German grammar school in Mor. Ostrava, he lived in 

Guttmanova street No.21. He received a notice of deportation of foreign 

nationals 28.11.1938. his residence during the war in the Ostrava is 

unknown, In 1946 he lived in Karlovy Vary, Jiráskova street No.19. 

2) Teresia, she attended a German girls' high school (lyceum) in Mor. 

Ostrava, She got married (civic marriage) 30.3.1930 in Mor. Ostrava 

with Emil (Mendel) Goldberger (*9.3.1893 Jadlunka reg. Tarnowo). They 

had daughter Erika (17.4.1933 Mor. Ostrava). Emil was a food 

commissioner, a Polish national, he traveled to the USA in 1938. I do not 

know the fate of the family. 

3) Herta, married in 1938, Mor. Ostrava Bedřich Gosenberger (*5,12,1903 

Ostrava-Vítkovice), son of Rosenberger Josef and Emilie neé Serok. He 

was a salesmanand had Czechoslovak citizenship since 14.1.1938, 

address Ostrava -Vítkovice, Mírova street No.9. 

Herta was deported in 1st transport from Ostrava to Theresienstadt and 
further by transport Bx to Treblinka, where 22.10.1942 perished. Fate of 
Bedřich is unknown to me. Family was childless. 

4) Vilém, he was single. At the beginning of the war he was deported by1st 

transport of Jews to Nisko, at that time he lived with his parents Šubrtova 

street No. 5. After demolition of the camp in Nisko he fled to the USSR. In 

the Proceedings of the History of Ostrava, volume 25 p.109, author cites his 

memory of his escape to the USSR, was arrested in a gulag, then was a 

member of the Czechoslovak Army in Buzuluk, where he was included as a 

machine gun fighter. After the war he lived in Karlovy Vary, Jiráskova street 

No.19, then emigrated to Israel. He changed his surname to Urban. 

 
o-o-o 
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Übereich Markus family  

 
Übereich Markus (*31.1.1866 Radojowice region Nowy Sadz +22.10.1942 
Treblinka) 
Wife Sali (Witta) neé Fleischer (*6.9.1873 Trzebiń +16.9.1937 Ostrava).  
(I did not find any archival source about the relationship with Abraham, but 
there are indirect indications of relationship) 
 
Children  Fany *30.3.1900 Krakow, married Reichenbaum  

Emilie *5.6.1902 Krakow 
David *15.6.1904 Krakow changed surname to Urban 
Albert *6.3.1907 Šunychel (part of Nový Bohumín) 

 
Markus was a salesman. Together with Emil Špicar he traded in gasoline. The 
family lived in Mar. Hory, Martinská street No. l26. His wife died in 1937 
(diabetes), at that time the family lived on Pohraniční street No. 86. Sali was 
buried on old Jewish cemetery in Ostrava. 
Markus was deported by 2nd transport from Ostrava to Theresienstadt and further 
to Treblinka, where he perished. 
 
Notes about children: 

1) Fany married in Ostrava 16.6.1929 (religious wedding) Siegfried 

Reichenbaum (*25.10.1897 Ostrava-Michálkovice). Their daughter Ruth 

was born 9.3.1932 in Ostrava-Vítkovice. Siegfried was a clerk, the family 

lived Ostrava-Vítkovice Pohradniční street, He had Czechoslovak 

citizenship.  He was deported to Nisko and after his return to Ostrava the 

whole family was deported by 2nd transport to Terezín and further to 

Treblinka, where all perished 5.10.1942. 

2) Emilie attended the German business school in Ostrava. No further 

information about her are available in the archives.  

3) David worked as office clerk in Hlinsko. He married (a civic marriage on 

4.10.1930 in Ostrava) Eliška Tomková (*20.4.1934 Mor. Ostrava), who also 

worked as a clerk in Hlinsko. Both were single before their marriage. Their 

daughter Hana was born 20.4.1934 in Ostrava. The wife was of evangelical 

faith. Their fate during the War is unknown to me. After the war they 

changed (18.5.1947) their surname to Urban. Eliška died 3.4.1954. 

4) Albert at the time of his studies at the German grammar school in Ostrava, 

his father Markus was listed as an innkeeper, Ostrava-Mar. Hory, Martinská 

street No.176. He did not finish his studies, he worked as an apprentice in 

the leather shop of the owner Rott in Vítkovice. He was Polish national and 

grant of Czechoslovakia. citizenship was denied to him July 4, 1938. The 

fate of war is unknown. 
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Appendix II Terezinská initiativa 
 

 


