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A Brief History of the Rosenzweig family - an Ostravak family 

       The information here is based on a text written by Avi Rosen (Rosenzweig) 

       with the help of other family members. 
 

 

Shulem-Samuel was born on 31/12/1876, the eldest son 

of Chanina and Shifra Rosenzweig. He served during the 

First World War as a lieutenant in the Austro-Hungarian 

army and was stationed on the Italian battlefront. After 

being injured, he was hospitalized in an army hospital in 

Prague.   

Shulem was a religious person who lived an Orthodox-

Hassidic life. He earned his living by serving as a kashrut 

supervisor and as a cantor in the synagogue, and also by 

preparing boys for their Bar Mitzvah.  

 

 

Chaia-Helena, was the eldest daughter of Shlomo and Feyga Shlachet. She was born on 

Erev Pesach 13/4/1881 in Wischnitz. Her family moved to Ostrava toward the end of the 

19th century. 

 

Chaia-Helena with five of her children: (from left) Berta, Shlomo, Max, Aharon and Willi. 
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Chaia-Helena was a clever woman and a pragmatic and liberal mother. She raised her 

eight children with devotion and love, carrying out all household chores:  cooking, 

cleaning, laundry, and also sewing the clothes. 

 

In the summer of 1939, a few months after the Germans invaded Czechoslovakia, Chaya-

Helena and Shulem-Samuel arrived in Eretz Israel. They settled in the city of Afula, but 

only two years later, on 10/7/1941, Shulem passed away. He was buried in the cemetery 

of Afula. After Shulem’s death, Chaya-Helena left Afula, staying with various of her 

children for some time, and in the end, joined her daughter, Lina, on Kibbutz Givat Chaim, 

where she died and was buried.  

 

 

Berta - the eldest child of Chaya-Helena Shlachet and 

Shulem-Samuel Rosenzweig was born on 11/4/1904 in 

Ostrava. She completed nine years of school. As the eldest 

child she helped to care for her younger siblings. 

In 1929, following her younger brother Shlomo, she arrived 

in Israel and lived on Kibbutz Sarid. For four years she was a 

kibbutz member. By that time she was married to Yochanan 

Krauss, a fellow Czech landsman, and gave birth, in February 

1931, to their eldest son, Amnon.  

However, life on the Kibbutz was hard, and when Berta got 

sick and suffered from health problems, the family returned to Czechoslovakia. They lived 

in a town called Miroslav in Moravia. Yochanan, who was a chemist and expert in the 

process of making wine, worked in a liquor factory. Their second son, Michael, was born in 

July 1937 in Ostrava. 

 

On 15/3/1939, the day the Nazis entered Prague, Berta and her family left Czechoslovakia 

in a hurry and returned to Eretz Israel. The family then settled in the city of Rechovot.  
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Berta had a sensitive spirit.  As an autodidact, she succeeded in penetrating the mysteries 

of physical philosophy. She was interested in revealing the relationships between the 

macro cosmos and our earthly lives. These subjects were expressed in lyrics and poems 

that she wrote, in German.  A few of her poems were translated into Hebrew by her 

brother-in-law, Mordechai Segal. 

 

As a part of her inquiry Berta corresponded with intellectuals and well- known people 

around the world. Among them was Albert Einstein, and their correspondence is 

preserved in the Einstein Archives at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

For many years Berta was a member of the German Poets and Authors Society in Israel. At 

the same time, she published the poems of her childhood friend - Ilse Herlinger Weber, 

which were written in the Theresienstadt concentration camp. 

Ilse perished in the Holocaust but thanks to Berta, her poems survived. 

 

Berta died on 22/1/1981. 

 

 

Shlomo - the second child of Chaya-Helena and Shulem-

Samuel Rosenzweig, was born on 21/6/1905 in Ostrava.  

I assume that he was named after his grandfather Shlomo 

Shlachet - Helena's father.  

Shlomo completed his education in a very prestigious 

humanities school in Osrtava, and was an honor student. 

By giving private lessons, he helped his parents financially. 

Growing up in a religious family he practiced the Jewish 

rituals and laid Tfillin until the age of 15. Around that time 

he joined the "Tchelet Lavan" (Blau Weiss) youth 

movement and caught by its spirit and ideology, which led to the creation of a pioneering 

youth group called "Bibracha". The name of the group stems from the German village of 

Bibrich, where the young members had decided to live in the land of their forefathers, in 

an agricultural society, and where they wrote, in 1922, their ideological manifesto.  
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In 1924, while on an agricultural training ("hachsharah") in Bratislava, Shlomo met his 

future wife, Tzila Halevy-Hirsh, from Tzernovitz.  In 1926, Shlomo and Tzila arrived in Israel 

and joined the "Bibracha" members who at that time were working near Petah Tikvah - 

mainly in the orchards. In the spring of that year they got married.  

 

When winter came, the members were forced to look for work elsewhere, and the whole 

group moved to the German neighborhood of Haifa, finding jobs such as paving roads, 

drying swamps along the port shore, building houses and more.  

Eventually, in 1927, "Bibracha" joined up with another group of pioneers - "Achvha", and 

the two groups established Kibbutz Sarid, on a rugged hill in the Jezreel Valley.  

In Sarid Shlomo and Tzila built their home and raised their three children: Efraim (Froyke), 

Refael (Rafi) and Noah.  

Shlomo worked in the fields and in the chicken coops, and drove a work cart harnessed to 

horses. 

 

Throughout the years, Shlomo took on various leadership roles inside the Kibbutz and 

outside of it. He was an active member in the Kibbutz Ha'arzi Movement and in the 

political party Mapam (United Workers' Party, founded in 1948). Later on, he was elected 

to the Israeli Knesset and served as a Knesset member for two terms (1965-69, 1969-74). 

In December 1974, Shlomo was appointed Minister of Aliyah and Immigrant Absorption. 

In January 1977, he was appointed temporary Minister of Housing, until the change of 

government in May, 1977. 

 

Shlomo died on 7/12/1985 and is buried on Kibbutz Sarid. 
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Max Elimelech - the third child of Chaya-Helena and Shulem-

Samuel was born on 28/7/1906 in Ostrava. He was educated 

at the same humanities school as his older brother Shlomo, 

and like him, was an honor student. He wanted very much to 

study medicine, but because of a lack of financial means, he 

had to work.  

For three years he worked in different places, working long 

hours and earning little money. Finally, in the autumn of 

1928, he became a medical student at Masaryk University in 

Brno. 

  

As a student he stood out intellectually, and was also active in the Jewish Student Union. 

Toward the end of his studies, in 1934, while performing surgery, he was infected by 

tuberculosis. He was hospitalized in a sanatorium in the town of Bochau.   

 

In the book "The Self-Betrayed", author Joseph Wechsberg, a friend of Max's from medical 

school, mentions the special attitude of the senior staff professors toward Max. They 

came to his hospital bed in order to allow him to be tested, and bestowed upon him the 

honor of "summa cum laude". Max was happy and full of hope until his last day.  

 

Max died on 21/8/1935 and was buried in the Jewish cemetery in Ostrava, which no 

longer exists.  

 

 

Aharon Moshe - the fourth child of Chaya-Helena and Shulem-Samuel was born on 

17/9/1907 in Ostrava. Like his older brothers, he studied in the same school, but after four 

years he finished his studies and went to work to help support the family, first selling 

office supplies and later on working for the Folkman Company. As well, he was active in 

the Jewish choir of Ostrava. 
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On 27/5/1934 he married Rosel (Rosa Gerad), and their son Maxie was born around 1936. 

I assume he was named after Aharon's late brother, Max. 

At the beginning of 1938, the family moved to the neighboring city Bohumin where Rosel 

worked as a seamstress. After 1940, nothing more was heard from them. 

 

Aharon, Rosel and Maxie were all murdered in the Holocaust. 

 

 

Willi Zeev - the fifth child of Chaya-Helena and Shulem-Samuel was born on 29/12/1908 in 

Ostrava. He completed nine years of school and worked in textile and fashion, first in 

Ostrava and later on in Berno.  As an autodidact, he immersed himself in the study of 

various topics of interest including philosophy, culture and 

Judaism.  His library became a meeting place for young Jews 

to discuss political and intellectual topics. He himself was a 

member of the Poalei Zion Movement and the Social 

Democratic Political Party.  

 

During the early 30's, he dedicated himself to his brother 

Max through financial support for his studies and later on by 

staying at his bed side during his illness.  

By the end of November 1938, Willi, with his two younger 

brothers,  Avi and Chanan, arrived to the port of Solina, and 

from there continued on a Greek cargo ship called Chepo , arriving by means of "illegal 

immigration to Palestine" and landed on the shores of Netanya. (Their parents, Chaya-

Helena and Shulem-Samuel, arrived to Eretz Israel a year later.) 

 

At first Willi went to Kibbutz Betelem (Ein Gev) on the shore of the Kinneret (the Sea of 

Galilee) and worked as a shepherd. I assume that it was at that time that he started to 

write children's stories and shepherd songs. Later he left the kibbutz and moved to Haifa. 

For many years he worked in the textile department of the Hamashbir Hamercazi store 

(also as the head of the textile department) till retirement.  
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During the War of Independence, he was drafted into the Hagana. In 1951, he married his 

wife, Ruth Bar. In 1975, Ruth died after a long sickness.  A few years later, he met his 

second partner for life, Tzila Shan-Dar.  

 

On 19/12/2000 Willi passed away in the "Bnei Brit" nursing home in Haifa and was buried 

in the "Beit Yehoshua" cemetery. 

 

 

Lina - the sixth child of Chaya-Helena and Shulem-Samuel was born on 5/10/1911 in 

Ostrava. Like her older siblings, she too joined the "Tchelet Lavan" movement. When she 

completed her studies at public school, she decided to pursue a career in teaching, 

following her natural inclination.  She worked in the Jewish 

kindergarten in Ostrava, run by the WIZO Organization, 

and taught according to the Montessori educational 

philosophy. Jewish tradition and the connection to Eretz 

Israel were given priority in her kindergarten classrooms.  

 

In 1934, she decided to follow her two elderly siblings, 

Berta and Shlomo, and made aliya. She settled in Kibbutz 

Givat Hayim, worked with the kibbutz children and was 

considered a prominent educator. She raised a family with 

her husband, Mordechai Segal, and had three daughters: 

Michal, Naomi and Ruty.    

When Lina's father, Shulem-Samuel, passed away, her mother, Chaya-Helena, left Afula 

and in the end came to live with Lina and her family on the kibbutz. 

 

Throughout the years Lina was very much involved in the kibbutz life and held responsible 

positions in the field of education in the community and outside of it.  

 

Lina died on 9/3/1998 and buried on Kibbutz Givat Hayim. 
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Avi Abraham, the seventh child of Chaya-Helena and 

Shulem-Samuel, was born on 18/4/1917 in Ostrava. 

During his high school years, following his older 

brother Shlomo, he joined the "Tchelet Lavan" youth 

movement, in which activities included hiking in 

nature, sing-alongs, conversing and arguing about 

various topics, reading collectively, and following the 

lectures of the leaders of the Zionist movement.  

It was in that environment that Avi met Yehudit 

Steiner and their relationship developed.  

 

Looking back, the threads of Avi and Yehudit lives had already intertwined in their 

childhood: Yehudit’s (and later on her brother, Shmuel's) kindergarten teacher was Lina 

(Rosenzweig), Avi’s sister.  Avi himself was Shmuel's youth group counselor, in "Tchelet 

Lavan".  

Avi and Yehudit were both inspired by their youth movement leaders, as well as by the 

emissaries that arrived from Eretz Israel. These encounters encouraged them to 

immigrate to Eretz Israel, and build their lives on a kibbutz . 

 

Toward the end of November 1938, after learning about Kristallnacht, and with an 

increasing awareness of the impending dangers, Avi together with two of his brothers, 

Willi and Chanan, managed to make aliyah. The arduous journey ended in December 

1938, on the coast of Natanya.  

 

Yehudit arrived in Israel a year after and joined Avi on Kibbutz Betelem (Ein Gev).  

On 7/4/1941 Yehudit and Avi were married and in February, 1942 they moved to Kibbutz 

Eilon, in the western Galilee, where they built their home, raised three children, Uri, Yona 

and Shulamit, and lived out the rest of their lives. 

 

Throughout his whole life, Avi was a visionary in every area of interest, whether it be 

society, economics, or engineering - he combined all things novel and futuristic with an 
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ideology of solidarity, equality and humanism, which he carried with him from his 

childhood home in Ostrava.   

 

Avi passed away on 26/7/2011 and is buried on Kibbutz Eilon. 

 

 

Chanan, the eighth and youngest child of Chaya-Helena and Shulem-Samuel, was born on 

24/9/1018 in Ostrava. From an early age he showed interest in the "Tchelet Lavan" 

ideology and felt the pioneering spirit. After completing high school, he studied metallurgy 

in one of the best schools in Europe, located in Ostrava.  Following five years of study and 

work, he became an expert in steel engineering and 

mechanics.  

 

By the end of November 1938, two months after the 

Germans annexed the Sudetenland, Chanan arrived to 

Eretz Israel. Initially, he traveled from one place to 

another, visiting family members and friends.  While he 

was visiting Czechoslovakian friends in Meshek Hapoalot 

in Petach Tikva, he happened to meet a young Czech 

woman, from the town of Pohořelice - Rivka (Litzi) 

Rosenbaum. In the near future she would become his 

wife. 

In 1940, Chanan and Rivka decided to move to Kibbutz Sarid, where his brother Shlomo 

and his wife, Tzila, lived. In Sarid, Chanan worked in the fields digging ditches and laying 

the water pipes of "Mekorot" (the national water line). Rivka worked in the kibbutz 

kitchen. On 31/3/1941 Chanan and Rivka married, and had a child, Giora.  Later on, they 

left the kibbutz, ending up in the city of Ramat Gan. 

 

Chanan was one of the founders of the mechanics industry in Israel. His knowledge in 

metallurgy contributed to the production of underground weapons in pre-state Israel. In 

addition, he was attracted to the arts and the cultural life in Israel, and was very active in 
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its development.  He was one of the founders, together with the author/poet Avram 

Shlonski, of the iconic cultural center "Tzavta", in Tel Aviv, playing a central role in its 

cultural content and programs. 

 

Between 1975 and 1993 he was a member of the city council of Ramat Gan. For more 

than five years he served as deputy mayor. Throughout the years, he established various 

museums and art galleries and initiated different arts events in Ramat Gan.  He also 

established the Holocaust commemoration site of “Har Habanim” in Ramat Gan. He was 

prominent in bestowing the Righteous Among Nations Award upon Raul Wallenberg, and 

in naming a city park after him.  

 

Simultaneous to his public service in Ramat Gan, Chanan headed the Israel-Czechoslovakia 

Friendship Association for over 50 years, actively promoting diplomatic ties between the 

two countries. As an honorary citizen of Ostrava, he established a monument dedicated to 

the memory of the first transport of Jews from Ostrava to Auschwitz.  

In 1992, he was appointed honorary consul of Czechoslovakia in Israel.  In 1998, he was 

awarded the highest honor of the Czech Republic, the White Lion award, by President 

Vaclav Havel, in the presence of members of the Czech government and diplomatic core. 

Later on, he was also made honorary citizen of his home town, Ostrava. 

In 2012, the Museum of Israeli Art in Ramat Gan was named in his honor. 

 

Chanan died on 16/2/2013 and is buried on Kibbutz Sarid.  


