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OBITUARY 
 

 
George Ader 
 
We are sorry to record that George Ader died in October.  He was aged 96. 
 
His son, Paul, has written a brief obituary for the funeral and it is reproduced in the 
Appendix.  We send Paul and all the family our deepest sympathy for the very sad loss of 
George, who was one of the first Ostravaks that we interviewed. 
 

 
 
Ostrava Shooting 
 
You may have read about the shooting in an Ostrava hospital on 10th December.  
Hana Šústková told me:  
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There was a maniac shooting people in waiting room at Faculty Hospital in 

Ostrava-Poruba. There are 6 killed, 3 injured (1 critical). The shooter comitted 

suicide after encircled by police 

 
 
Follow up from Newsletter #59 
 
Michal Salomonovič 
 
Pepek took part in the commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the liquidation of the 
Litzmannstadt ghetto and laid a memorial stone for his brother, Michal 
 

 
 
 
Aviva Vyner 
 
When she read about Mrs Aviva Vyner née Openheim who was taken to Israel by 
her parents before the war aged two years and grew up there, Hana Connor (née 
Oppenheim) contacted her, through us.  Aviva is housebound at the moment, but 
David is hoping to meet her in the near future. 
 
Nisko Commemoration: Leo Kaufthal 
 

 
 
 

Leo Kaufthal with his son, 
Alfred, who was subsequently 
murdered in Auschwitz. 

Leo’s son, Ilan, sent a photograph 
of his father Leo who was deported 
to Nisko.  
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Book Launch Video 
 
When we held launches of the book Ostrava and its Jews, Janelina Frank took lots 
of videos of the occasion.  She has now edited them and produced two videos, one 
in Czech and one in English: 
 
Czech  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XVN1-BxfdQ&t=2s   
English https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y95dPNwn5ko 

 
 

Nisko Commemoration 
 
On 1st October, the City of Ostrava put on an exhibition to mark the 80th Anniversary 
of the deportations to Nisko, the first mass deportation of Jews in the Second World 
War.  Hana sent me many photographs of the event, some of which are reproduced 
in the Appendix. 
 

 
News of Ostravaks 
 
Brian Wates – Marian Fielding 
 
Brian found us on the web – our fame continues to spread!- and wrote: 

I have seen reference to Marian Fielding (Lichtenstern) in your newsletters and 

would like to make contact with her. I would be grateful if this message could 

be passed to her. My father was a friend of her mother Katie Fielding. He and 

his father assisted the Lichtenstern family to come to England in 1938 and I 

have recently published on my website an account about my parents which 

includes this. I would like her and her sister to see this and I would like to 

include her mother's own account of how she came to England. 

 

Marian subsequently wrote: 
…really exciting, quite a bit about my mother on his website (look under 

refugees) and my mother used to tell stories about how his father helped her 

when she got to England and certainly rescued her parents from Austria in 

38  but I might have told you that. She met him walking in the Tyrol, sharing a 

guide. 

 
Herz - Spitzer family 
 
Danny Spitzer wrote to us about his grandfather: 

Me and my family  will be very grate full ,if you will help us ,with your good 

connections in Ostrava ,to achieve the family tree of our late grand father : 

Simon Samuel Herz from Vitkovice Ostrava the father of our late mother 

Selma Spitzer (Herz) which was killed in Nisko. We receive yours  newsletters 

and enjoyed them very much. 

Naturally, our wonderful genealogist, Libuše, obliged, almost by return! 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XVN1-BxfdQ&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y95dPNwn5ko
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Auber-Stamberger 
 
Tom Auber sent a photograph of the latest gathering of the great Stamberger-Auber-
Auerbach clan, in Sussex in September 
 

 
 
Tom does have all their names and how they are all related! 
 
Ruth Elias 
 
Edward Winter passed on some information about Ruth Elias: 

I just watched "Shoah: Four Sisters", a film by Claude Lanzmann.  These are 

interviews with four women and one is Ruth Elias from Ostrava 

 

Talk to Finchley Synagogue 
 
In November David gave a talk to Finchley Synagogue.  It was recorded and posted 
on YouTube https://youtu.be/sRPkwbYBvSs and has received 77 views so far. 
 

 
We wish all our readers a Happy Holiday and a Healthy and 

Peaceful 2020 
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Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

https://youtu.be/sRPkwbYBvSs
mailto:david@lawsonassoc.co.uk
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net


5 
 

Appendix I – George Ader Obituary 
 

George Ader 

 
As many of you will already know our lovely, big hearted, never complaining 
and always smiling Dad, George, passed away peacefully in the early hours of 
Saturday 26th October. 
While we are all terribly sad, his passing is a release for him and a relief for us 
because his health had deteriorated badly in the last month and he was no 
longer able to enjoy life ‐ eating almost nothing, bed‐bound, sleeping virtually 
all the time and finding it very difficult to form words and communicate. All he 
was left with was the ability to hold our hands and those of his carers and 
occasionally to smile or raise his eyebrows. 
The funeral will take place on Monday 11th November  
There is no need to wear black or formal attire – Dad would have wanted 
everyone to be 
colourful and smiling. Please do not bring flowers to the crematorium. If you 
would like to do so, make a donation to The Alf Dubs Children’s Fund set up by 
Safe Passage  ttps://80yearson.org.uk/donate/ which provides support for 
young refugees. This is connected with Dad who, as some of you know, came 
to the UK at the age of 15 on the Kindertransport. 
We will gather together afterwards from around 5pm to 7pm to 
celebrate his life and share memories.  
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Appendix II – Nisko:  80th Anniversary Commemoration Exhibition, in the  
City Archive 
 

 

 



7 
 

 

 



8 
 

 

 
 


