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THE BOOK -Presentations 
Ostrava and its Jews-‘Now No-one Sings You Lullabies’ 
 
Those who have read THE BOOK have said very nice things about it to us.  
Please spread the word by telling others about the Ostrava story. 
 
We have arranged book presentations to introduce more people to this story 
and the book: 
 

 December 10th 2018:  Cambridge Residents Association 

 December 11th:  Bushey Synagogue, SAGE Group 

 January 24th:  Waterstones bookshop in Crouch End, North London.  
 You are all invited to join us at 1900hrs. 

 January 30th:  Kinloss Synagogue, N. London. 
 
David is happy to come to talk to other groups, if you can arrange it. 
 
 

Follow up from Newsletter #55 
 
New Year greetings from the Salomonovič family 
 
These greetings arrived too late for the last Newsletter, so here they are now 
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Kamil Levi Pyka 
 
Hana Muzika Kahn recognized some of the names that Kamil quoted and 
they have now established that they are, in fact, related to each other! 
    
Uri Meretz about Dora Salomonowitz 
 
Uri wrote to us about his memories of Dora, the mother of Miša and 
grandmother of Radan: 
 

I hope you, Liba and all your dear ones are well. 

David sent us the story of Pepek and I was much impressed by the 

personality of your dear mother Dora. 

This made me remember that we had a rare opportunity to meet her, while 

she visited Israel.  If I am not mistaken, it was some time during the 

sixties, Dora came to see the Salomonovic tribe, in Pardes Chana and 

Haifa.  In Haifa she was at her sister in law Mitzi Emilie Salomonovic, a 

close friend  of my mother Helene Lenchi März nee Hornung.  Dora and 

Mitzi were invited by my mother and this was the opportunity for my wife 

Nurith and myself to see your mother. 

Among other things, Dora told about the hard life in Ostrava under the 

Communist regime. 

Again, we were much impressed by her brave personality and came to like 

her very much. 

Dora even gave us a lovely souvenir – this little Check toothpick holder, 

which we keep till today as it is very dear to us. 

I also own a beautiful drawing of Vitcovice from 1937 by Salo 

Salomonovic. I inherited it from my late aunt Martha Winterstein nee 

März (Wife of Dr. Felix Soci Winterstein). 
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Daniela Torsh 
 

I have connections to Tarnow in Poland via my aunt Olga THORSCH who 

married Max (Pinchas) BRANDMANN born in Tarnow into a large 

Jewish family. They vanished I January 1941 from Krakow where they 

lived. You may wish to pass on to your correspondent who has Tarnow 

roots that there is a very good Facebook group for Tarnow descendants. 

This group is active in restoration of the Jewish cemetery here and there is 

a lot of information about families and their fates if you join the group as I 

have done. 

Thanks for the latest newsletter. I am an old friend of John Dobies so was 

amused to see that he has appeared. 

Best wishes, 

Daniela Torsh 

Sydney 

 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Martina Eckstut (Kauder and Mandel 
 
Martina found us on the web and wrote about her family: 
 

I am the granddaughter of holocaust survivors. Unfortunately we lost my 

grandfather in 1957 and know very little about his side of the family. In 

doing some research I was able to trace his family to the Jewish 

community of Ostrava. His name was Robert Kauder, son of Richard 

Kauder and Elise Kauderova (née Mandel). I can trace the Mandel side to 

a Moric and Eleanore Mandel (née Neumann) but hit a dead end there. I 

would love to learn and find out more to share with my father and aunt, 

both of whom were born in Prague and resettled in America in 1960. 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing back. Best , 

Martina 

 

As you might expect, our wonderful Libuše did find more information of 
the Mandel family with some photos. 
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If you have any information please let Monica or David know and we will 
pass it on. 
 
Cyril Flajsner (Fleischner) 
 
Cyril wrote to us from France: 
 

I was recently given your book ‘Ostrava and its Jews’ which I found 

extremely fascinating and educational particularly as I have been 

researching my late father’s life and history.  Your book certainly is 

interesting and very well written for what might be considered an obscure 

topic and I thank you for creating such a valuable resource. I have 

ironically recently become a Czech citizen myself. This has further 

stimulated my interest in my father’s past history and your book and the 

Jewish Museum of Prague have helped stimulate and enlighten that.  

I have to admit from the outset that the only connection to the Jewish 

religion that I can find was that my father said he was born a Jew and he 

and his family did indeed suffer at the hands of the Nazis because of that, 

however he certainly was never a practicing Jew. As I recall he did not 

hold any religious beliefs, he married a nominally Czech catholic and had 

me christened in a C of E church!  

 

I have attached his biography/timeline which is as much as I been able to 

reconstruct from my mother’s memories, army records and a few 

documents he managed to hold on to. I have noted that his life post 1938 

was extremely similar to that of Kurt Karl Smulovic who you have written 

about in the book and coincidentally his business card was in my father’s 

possessions.  I hope you might find this little addition to your Jewish 

history of Ostrava interesting. I was wondering if you had any sources of 

information that you did not list in your book or even if you still continue 

to write Ostrava Meantime, thank you for scholarship and interest in the 

Jews of Ostrava. 

Kind regards, 

 

Cyril Flajsner 
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Of course, Libuše was able to provide more family background and Cyril 
sent some photographs, including a hockey team; 
 

  
 
If you have recognize anyone or have any other information, please let 
Monica or David know. 

 

Helen Bryant 
 
Helen went on a journey back to her family roots and wrote a moving 
account of it: 
 

OSTRAVA 

>  

> searching for answers but ending up with more questions 

>  

> The train journey from Prague to and from Ostrava was a very different 

one from the journeys some 80 years ago. There were many train tracks 

and the mind games in my head played the journey as my grandparents, 

their families and so many more of the Ostravaks must have travelled these 

same tracks. The modern train, its comfort and speed did little to allay my 

fears of what I would find at the end of our journey. 

>  

Despite travelling several times to Bohemia, to discover my father’s roots 

of Teplitz Schonau I had never ventured to the home town of my mother 

and her family. My mother Olga Haas died in childbirth leaving me with 

more questions than could ever be answered. Her sister Rosl Robitchkova 

née Haas was an Auschwitz survivor whom I had met a few times in 

London and once in the fateful summer of 1968 in Prague. I wanted at 

least to know more about her and her husband Onkel Robert Robitchek. 

>  

Our contacts in Ostrava were Radan and Misa Salamonovic. As so many 

of you already know they are amazingly warm and welcoming and were 

able to give us ( I was travelling with my husband Harry) some answers to 

the everlasting questions. 

>  
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Our first stop was the cemetery. Almost the first matzevah (tombstone) 

was that of my Tante Rosl and Onkel Robert. I cried. I cried because there 

was no-one in Ostrava who remembers them, I cried because their lives 

were so hard both during the war and after, I cried because Tante Rosl 

survived Auschwitz only to suffer under the Soviets, I cried because they 

were my sole surviving relatives on my maternal side and I hadn’t 

appreciated them enough as a young person and hadn’t been able to get 

information about that side of my family. I cried for the demise of this 

Jewish community 

>  

My maternal grandparents owned and ran a pub in a very workingman’s 

mining district. The district no longer exists, Tante Rosl ran the same pub 

after her return from Auschwitz.  

>  

We had a weekend in Ostrava, there was absolutely nothing to do, so we 

read and I stitched. We ate well in very local restaurants, and we wandered 

around a town that boasts various differing architectural styles.  Together 

with the Salamonovics we gazed from the New City Hall lookout tower 

over to Poland and in my mind I envisaged my mother walking through 

the underground mines to eventual freedom. I still don’t know how she 

travelled from Poland to London nor the stumbling blocks that must have 

dogged her every step. 

>  

From Misa and Radan I learnt about Nisko and my grandfather’s probable 

fate there, as he was never heard of after that fateful train journey. They 

were great hosts with Misa even answering some very personal questions. 

I have always wondered how our survivors were able to pick up their lives 

after liberation. As Misa so simply said - we just did. I have always 

admired the strength and resilience of the remnant , much more so those 

who returned to Bohemia and Moravia. Add to this admiration the work 

that the Salomonovics are doing on behalf of the Ostravaks, family trees, 

family backgrounds, continuation of what must be for many of us the end 

of the train tracks.  Their tenacity in building up a history of our families, 

our heritage is truly amazing. 

>  

We were in Ostrava just a few days before “ the book”was launched in 

London so didn’t get the opportunity to meet Libuse but reading her words 

in “Ostrava and it’s Jews” makes me realise what we missed.  Of course 

on arrival back in Perth, Western Australia one of my first homecoming 

tasks was to order it and am now avidly reading about Ostrava and its 

Jews. 

>  

To David who put me in contact with Misa and Radan, to Misa, Libuše 

and Radan my gratitude for a few questions answered, and new friends 

made. 

>  

PS  

we met Radan one morning in Prague and spent a few hours seeing the 

sights of Prague that tourists don’t usually see and hearing the marvellous 

history of the Velvet Revolution. 
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David Friedmann’s Chess Masters 
 
Miriam write to tell us about an exhibition of her father’s famous Chess 
master series in Ostrava: 
 

Some news for the Newsletter! David Friedmann’s portfolio of world-

famous chess masters from the Ostrava Museum collection is featured in 

an exhibition until Dec. 27, 2018: OSTRAVA 1918 – 1938. 

This renowned portfolio consists of 14 lithograph portraits titled, "Das 

Schachmeister Turnier In Mährisch Ostrau, Juli 1923.” (The Chess Master 

Tournament) The portfolio is numbered 4 and the only one with this title 

to survive Nazi looting and destruction. The two photos were sent to me by 

Jiřina Kábrtová, Director Ostrava Museum. 

 

 
 

 

 

Madeleine Isenberg (Foldes, Silberring Families) 
 
Madeleine recently wrote to us about some research she had been doing, 
which uncovered a ‘new’ Ostravak: 
 

Thank you for the recent newsletter and glad to see that the book is getting 

some good reviews.   

 

Jerry and I recently travelled to Warsaw, Poland to attend this year’s 

genealogy conference (IAJGS2018) at which I spoke for the 5th time 

regarding how to read the inscriptions on matzevot (tombstones).  We also 

spent a few days in Krakow, and with the help of my colleague, Mikulas 

Liptak of Kezmarok, Slovakia, had a chance to visit the cemetery in Nowy 

Targ, Poland.  At that cemetery and the New Miodowa Cemetery in 

Krakow, I had a strange "beshert" type of thing regarding a family with the 

name of SILBERRING.   
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Last week (25 Aug.), after writing up my strange encounter with the 

SILBERRING family tombstones in Nowy Targ and in Krakow, I was not 

content to leave it at that.  I scoured some of my genealogy websites such 

as ancestry.com and familysearch.org, and then tried Yad Vashem.  While 

there were 319 results, I did not check all of them. But the second one for 

Paula FOLDES, born in 1880, struck me as interesting because at the time 

of the Holocaust she was living in Moravská Ostrava, Czechoslovakia.  On 

opening the page of testimony, I discovered that Paula had been born to 

Jacob SILBERRING and Tina TAUNDLICH, in Trstena, now in Slovakia, 

only 40 km from Nowy Targ, but about 160 km from Moravska Ostrava, 

Czech Republic. She was killed in Treblinka. 

 
Paula SILBERRING FOLDES 

 

She had married Mark FOLDES and they had lived in Moravska 

Ostrava.  While there was no such page of testimony for Mark FOLDES, I 

thought perhaps Paula had been a widow.   

This Page of Testimony had been submitted in 2004 and was from 

granddaughter, Gabrielle KARIN, who amazingly lived in Los 

Angeles.  While Ms. Karin had spelled her great-grandmother’s name as 

TAUNDLICH, I had family who had the name TANDLICH. 

So I had so many reasons to try and contact Ms. Karin:  the name 

SILBERRING; the connection to Moravska Ostrava; and possibly the 

TANDLICH family. A website exists for Ms. KARIN, because she is an 

artist, a sculptor, and as a Holocaust survivor, gives talks at the two local 

Holocaust museums here in Los Angeles, 

http://www.gabriellakarin.com/about-gabriella.  It took me a while to 

locate a telephone number for her, but I left a message and she called back 

the next day. 

I told her about the Ostravak Newsletter and my intent to contact you to 

see if anyone knows anything about either the FOLDES or 

SILBERRRING families.  

http://ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
http://www.gabriellakarin.com/about-gabriella
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Today (3 September) Gabriella added the following information: 

“I never knew exactly where my paternal grandparents came from, but I 

remember my mother telling me that they came from Poland and settled in 

Trstena.  She didn’t know what town. It would be great if I could find 

more about this.  Your information is very correct about Paula, she lived in 

Moravska Ostrava with her daughter's family after her husband Marcus 

Foldes died in 1935.  He is buried in Bratislava. 

“In Ostrava Margit née FOLDES NOGOL lived with husband ing. Jozef 

NOGOL, not Jewish, and they had a son ing. Mirek NOGOL, my first 

cousin.  Jozef NOGOL was a head engineer in the Moravska Ostrava coal 

mines.  He had a gorgeous house with servants that was a part of his job 

benefits.  When the deportation started they told him if he will divorce his 

wife, that he can keep his job.  He refused and lost his job and took him to 

the coal mines to work the hardest work there.  When the war finished, he 

survived, but in very poor health and died afterwards.  Margit was taken to 

Terezin, but survived.  Margit was my father’s sister.” 

Gabriella’s father was Arpad Avraham FOLDES and her mother was 

Sarolta née KULKA FOLDES. 

So there you have some additional names to add that I hope someone 

recognizes and can shed some light for Gabriella. 

 

Wishing you a Shana Tova, and another great year of newsletters, 

 
Madeleine 
 

Do you know any of these families? 
 
 

Prenumeranten 

 
Madeleine Isenberg, a source of much information about Ostrava, has sent 
some very interesting information about Prenumeranten, with particular 
reference to Ostravaks, a topic we had certainly not encountered previously. 
 

A few years back I found an online source for "prenumeraten." Just 

to enlighten those who don't know, before a sefer (Hebrew scholarly 

work) was published years ago, it would seem that feelers were sent out to find 

out who in the various Jewish communities would be interested in purchasing 

or subscribing to such a sefer. So in recognition to the subscribers, these lists 

were added most usually at the back of the sefer in question.  Generally, the 

names of the towns were shown in boldface and then under each such heading 

the people, or study groups, who had been the subscribers. 

 

Berl Kagan published a very comprehensive book, "Sefer Haprenumeranten," 

(Hebrew Subscription Lists: With An Index To 8,767 Communities In Europe 

And North Africa) in which he identified books that had prenumeranten in 

them.  He also created cross-reference lists, such that you can search on a 
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town, and with the resulting code number, you can then find the corresponding 

town in the book.  For each town, he shows a list of the books in which that 

town would appear, and also a count as to how many people or study groups 

one would expect to find. 

 

Now what?  Well, if you speak/read Hebrew, you can go to an excellent online 

resource, http://hebrewbooks.org/.  They have a little keyboard on that 

homepage that you can use to enter in the name of the book you are interested 

in.  Even Berl Kagan's book is there, just add the number 46561, like 

this: http://hebrewbooks.org/46561. 

 

What has this to do with MO?  Quite by accident I was looking 

for prenumeranten names for another town, in a small sefer called Chagim 

uZmanim ("Holidays and Times"), by Yitzchak Ayzik Eichenstein, published 

in Poland in 1935.  I noticed that MO was also there with and a rather long list 

at that.   

 

I'm attaching the title page of the book I was looking at; the list for MO; and 

after the fact, I found the list in Berl Kagan's book.  This is the link to the sefer 

in Hebrew Books: http://hebrewbooks.org/32290 . 

 

By the way, in Berl Kagan's book at the back are some explanatory pages 

including a list of the towns in Latin letters and the code number that non-

Hebrew speakers can read.  That will help in locating the place where the 

seforim are to be found, for which you will still need a knowledge of Hebrew. 

 

Here are the names.  Spellings from transliteration are as best as I could do, 

and Hebrew given names are transliterated more like Modern Hebrew and not 

"Ashkenazis."   Note that R' is for the word reb, that is merely a respectful 

form for Mr. and does not imply a person was a rabbi. 

 

M. AUSTRAU 

 

The rabbi-brothers who are the judges, Rabbi Chaim Baruch BLEICH and 

Rabbi Moshe BLEICH, ShLITA (=May they live long and happily, Amen) 

 

R’ Yakov GRÜNFELD, R’ Moshe JAKUBOWITS, R’ Zvi KAUFTHAL, R’ 

Moshe FORSCHER (shochet u-bodek), R’ Yitzchak GERSON (shochet u-

bodek), R’ Yisrael HUTTERER, R’ Israel REICH, R’ Moshe Aharon 

STEINBRECHER, R’ Avraham David RUFF,  R’ Moshe GOLDFADEN, the 

young man Elisha SCHOENBERG, R’ Aharon LIEBERMAN, R’ Avraham 

Zvi WEINSTEIN, R’ Ayzik MENDLER (a smudge), R’ Avraham son of Juta, 

R’ Zalman MOSENZOF, R’ Yitzchak Leib, GOLDFADEN, R’ Dov 

ZUCKERMAN. 

 

Happy Chanukah to you and your "prenumeranten!" 

 

Madeleine 

 
 

http://hebrewbooks.org/
http://hebrewbooks.org/46561
http://hebrewbooks.org/32290
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I think it has now been adopted worldwide as ‘pre-ordering’ so in this as 
many things, Ostrava was ahead of its time! 
 

 

 

Chagim uZmanim Title Page Chagim uZmanim; Ostrava 
Prenumeranten 

 
 
 

Kindertransport Commemoration Train 
 
Tom Kolisch sent us a link to this: 
http://esscrp.org.uk/categories/8-news/165-kindertransport-commemoration-
train.html 
 
 

Letter from the Jewish Museum in Prague 
 

Recently, the London Jewish Chronicle published an article with a number of 
errors about the JMP, which David drew to the attention of Leo Pavlát, the 
Director.  He wrote to the JC about it but his letter was not published, of 
course.  So we reproduce it here: 
 
 

http://esscrp.org.uk/categories/8-news/165-kindertransport-commemoration-train.html
http://esscrp.org.uk/categories/8-news/165-kindertransport-commemoration-train.html
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We will try to add Magda Veselska’s article to our website:  
https://kingstonostravacircle.org/  

 
We wish all our readers a Happy Chanukah 
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