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Reviews of THE BOOK 
Ostrava and its Jews-‘Now No-one Sings You Lullabies’ 
 
Some people who have read Ostrava and its Jews – ‘Now No-one Sings You 
Lullabies’ have sent some nice and encouraging comments: 

 I have read most of it and I was deeply taken by the skill and sensitivity 
exercised in treating the difficult topics of that multi lingual, multi religious 
and hence multi everything society exposed to the horrors of genocide.  

 I just want to say what great reading your book is. I went through it quickly 
on the night of the launch and finished the following night. 
Now I shall read it slowly and enjoy it. 

 I have read your Ostrava book and am impressed with the thorough and 
extensive research you have all done. It is quite a Chef d’oeuvre! 
The historical sections were particularly interesting and I feel you have all 
done an admirable and very valuable job. 
It really brings home the effect of the Holocaust on one relatively small 
community who lived in such a prosperous and culturally vibrant town. 
Indeed a community which played such a big role in its creation. 
 

Nova Radnice (The newspaper of the Ostrava Town Hall) published a short 
article about the book launch 
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The British Czech and Slovak Association journal published a review of the book, 
which we have reproduced as an Appendix to this edition of the Newsletter. 
 

 

News of Ostravaks.   
 
Kamil Levi Pyka 
 
Kamil was searching for his roots in Ostrava and was introduced to us by the 
Czech Memorial Scrolls Trust.   
 
Kamil was born in 1977 and brought up initially as a Catholic but later discovered 
that he and his family are Jewish.  He lived in London for 7 years and then 
moved to the USA where he married, has two children and shortly will have a 
third. 
 
It seems that Kamil’s paternal grandfather, Antonín (1923-97) had been adopted 
and his original family name was Slivinsky or Slivinska.  They came to Ostrava 
from Poland.  However, the genealogy is confused and there might be a 
generation missing from the family tree.  Antonín married Marie Pastorová and 
their son, Milan, married Krystyna Teresa who came from Jaslo in Poland. 
 
If you have any information that can help, we would be delighted to hear from 
you. 
 
George Roden 
 

George has been interviewed about his wartime experience in the 
RAF and his story will shortly appear on the Free Czechoslovak Air 
Force website: https://fcafa.com/ .  Watch this space. 
 

John Dobies from Australia also contacted George about the wartime RAF.  He 
wrote:  

My mother’s late brother, Jan (Honza) Hornung, was also from Ostrava and 

joined the RAF. He would now be 98, but sadly perished in 1944, two years 

before I was born. Not surprisingly, I am named after him. I doubt there 

were too many Jewish navigators from Ostrava in the RAF and perhaps their 

paths crossed.  

and 
I spoke to George and had a very pleasant chat. Turns out he knew my 

mother’s first cousin very well. I am in touch with this cousin’s daughter, 

https://fcafa.com/
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who lives in Toronto. I would like to visit George - I hope to be in London 

next year. 

 

So the Ostrava network can connect far-flung contacts and revive memories of 
long ago. 
 
John Dobies (Hornung) 
 
John was born in Prague in 1946 and emigrated to Sydney with his parents in 
1949.  Of course, our wonderful Libuše produced some information about John’s 
family as well as pointing out that Hornung was quite a common family name in 
central Europe: 
 
Hornung Jacob  *1.1.1862 Klucznikowce was grandfather of Otto 
Hornung. 
Hornung David  * 13.1.1886 Oswiecim and his brother Izak (Isidor) 
*23.1.1876 
 
John commented:  

David Hornung (12.1.86) was my grandfather. I have a note saying that his 

parents were Jacob Hornung and Hana Cuperman. 
 

If you have any further information on the families, please contact David or 
Monica. 
Alisa Weyman, the granddaughter of Izak, has been in touch and would also love 
to have any more information about the family 
 
Brian Bimm (Weiser family) 
 
Brian wrote to us: 

I listened to your book launch interview on Radio Prague and immediately 

ordered the book full of anticipation of having some light shed on life in 

Ostrava during the early 20th century. The book certainly filled in many 

blanks and helped paint a more complete picture of the life of my Ostrava 

Jewish ancestors. 

 

I am a direct descendant of the Weiser family which lived in Ostrava 

between 1904 - 1939. I am very unclear about their early years in Ostrava, 

however I know that in 1918 three Weiser brothers - Emanuel, Jacob and 

Julius (originally from Jazowsko, Galicia but then living in Ostrava), 

married three Offner sisters - Anna, Hilda and Greta (originally from 

Vienna and then moved to Ostrava after the marriage which took place in 

Vienna).  

 

The three couples had 6 children born in Ostrava between 1919 - 1933 

(John, Frank, Charlotte, Elizabeth, Marietta, and Stefan Weiser - 

Anglocized names). 

 

At least two of the families owned and operated a tailor shop and clothier 

business at Trida 28 Rijina 11, near the main square.  They owned a three 
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story building with retail shop on the ground floor, clothing manufacturing 

on the middle floor, and their family living quarters on the top floor.  For 

many years, they made uniforms for the workers at the mining, iron and 

steel works. 

 

The families also owned agricultural farmlands near Opava. 

 

In the face of the deteriorating political situation in 1939, all three families 

were fortunate in departing Czechoslovakia and emigrating to Canada via 

England.  All three families settled on farms in Ontario and today, 79 years 

later, most of their descendants (18 grandchildren, 21 great grandchildren 

and 11 great-great grandchildren) still live in the Greater Toronto Area of 

Ontario. 

 

Some other relatives of the Weiser and Offner families remained in 

Czechoslovakia and Austria during the war, although none were in Ostrava 

at that time.  Several perished in the Holocaust. 

 

As the families were apparently non-observant Jews in Ostrava, they all 

quickly assimilated into mainstream multicultural life upon arrival in 

Canada. 

 

Because of the darkness of the war years and the painful memories of their 

prior life, our parents and grandparents seldom talked about their life in 

Ostrava.  Hence, your book has provided some answers and created a 

picture of everyday life. 

 

I would be very interested in learning more about the Weiser - Offner 

families from their time in Ostrava between 1904 - 1939.   

 

Thank you for the book. You've performed a very important service for 

many, many families. 

 

 
I asked Rita Weiser, a member of our network, if she and Brian were related, 
and she thought probably not: 
 

The Weiser family is from my husband's side.  They came from Tarnow, Poland. 

We are not aware of the Weisers that lived in Ostrava. I will be happy to check 

the family tree & see if I come up with any more information.  

My Ostrava connection is through my late mother whose family were the  

Seelenfreund and Silberman families. 

 
But, of course, that is NOT the ends of the story, as Brian explains: 

As a matter of fact, both my grandfather's and my grandmother's families 

originated from the area of Tarnow.  My grandfather, Julius Weiser, was the son 

of Moriz (Moses) Weiser and Sali (Sima) Plessner who were born about 1850 in 

Szczepanow (just 20 km from Tarnow).  They eventually moved to Jazowsko (50 

km south of Tarnow) where they both died around 1900.  Their three sons 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Jazowsko+(50&entry=gmail&source=g
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including my grandfather then made their way to Vienna and eventually to 

Ostrava where they lived between 1904-1939.  My grandmother, Greta Offner, 

was the daughter of Hermann Offner who was born in 1858 in Tarnow.  He 

married Johanna Farber in Vienna and they had seven daughters.  Three of them 

married the three Weiser brothers and moved to Ostrava. 

I haven't been able to find any reference to siblings or parents of Moriz (Moses) 

Weiser so would be very interested in any information on the Weisers who lived 

in the Tarnow area. 

And Rita replied: 

So nice to hear from you thanks to David for his efforts. 
Wow, this is getting interesting. 

Although I am not familiar with the family names you mentioned, I along with our 

cousin Shelly Pomeranz who has done extensive research on the Weisers will try to 

find if there is indeed a family connection.  The Weisers that we are connected to 

are as follows: 

Our Moshe (Moses) Weiser married Sara Gewurz. They had four sons: Sigmund, 

Mordechai, Nathan, David Weiser.  Mordechai & Nathan died in the Holocaust. 

Sigmund (my father-in-Law) and his brother David lived in Israel after the war. 

 

My late mother-in-law's mother - maiden name was Fanny (Francheska) Weiser. 

She married Max Pomeranz.  Fanny was the daughter of Mordechai & Nechama 

Weiser. Not the Modechai I mentioned above.  

Are you getting confused yet??? 

We will be visiting with our cousins Harry & Shelly Pomeranz in 2 weeks so  

we will try to find out more. 

If any of you can help untangle the mystery, please contact us! 

Josef Salomonovič (Pepek) 
 
Der Spiegel published a moving article about Pepek’s life as a child and his 
recent return visit to the sites of his childhood.   You can read it (in German!) by 
clicking on the link or copying and pasting it into your browser: 

 
https://magazin.spiegel.de/SP/2018/34/158955153/index.html  

 
 
 

Ostravice Holiday Home 
 
Hanna Gross came to the book launch in Ostrava and later went to see the 
Ostravice Holiday Home, now sadly abandoned.  She took a couple of photos 
which might bring back memories. 
 

https://magazin.spiegel.de/SP/2018/34/158955153/index.html
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We wish all our readers a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year 
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