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An extra edition to mark successful launches of THE BOOK in Prague and Ostrava and 
two special birthdays. 

 
Book Launches 
Ostrava and its Jews-‘Now No-one Sings You Lullabies’ 
 

   

33/35 Uxbridge Road 
Kingston upon 
Thames 
Surrey, KT1 2LL 
 
020 8546 9   370 
 
www. 
Kingston-synagogue.org.uk 

 

Londýnský kroužek Ostraváků 

Der Londoner-Ostrauerkreis 
Our Ostrava Group 
https://kingstonostravacircle.org/  

 

In Newsletter # 53, we reported the launch at the Czech 
Scrolls Trust in Westminster Synagogue, London.  An 
audience of 80 bought 47 copies between them, with 
several requests for copies coming in a few days later.   
 

David signing copies of THE BOOK in London 
 

https://kingstonostravacircle.org/
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Two weeks later, David was in Prague for the launch in the Jewish Museum and, two 
days later, in Ostrava. 
 
Libuše Salomonovičová and Hana Šůstková both came from Ostrava and all three 
authors were present in the Maisel Synagogue, part of the Jewish Museum in 
Prague, for the launch which was conducted in Czech (David had a personal 
interpreter!).   Petr Brod, the moderator for the evening, asked each of the authors a 
series of questions, followed by questions from the audience and then a general 
discussion.  The beautiful synagogue added greatly to the effect and enjoyment of 
the evening.  Lisa Hyde, the editor from Vallentine Mitchell, came to Prague 
especially for the launch and was very impressed with the event and overwhelmed 
with Prague itself. 
 
Czech Radio interviewed David, in English, before the launch and the broadcast can 
be found on http://radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/ostrava-and-its-jews-now-no-one-
sings-you-lullabies 

 

  
Libuše Salomonovičová, Peter Brod,  
Hana Šůstková, David Lawson and  
Sabine, the interpreter 

Three authors under the benign and 
watchful eye of Rabbi Löw, who created 
the Golem. 
Maisel Synagogue 

 
Then off to Ostrava for a launch in the Ceremonial Hall in the New Town Hall.  Our old 
friend, Dr. Zdeněk Sladovník, who has been an ever sportive help for the whole Ostrava 
project, made a short introduction.  The Libuše and Hana each spoke and were followed 
by a musical interlude, when Dr Tomáš Novotný played the accordion and Barbora 
Baranová sang some Yiddish songs.   
 
The Deputy Mayor, Dr. Zbyněk Pražák made a short speech of welcome, after which 
David gave a presentation on THE BOOK, which was very ably translated by Zdeněk.  
Another song and then we presented Dr Pražák with a copy of the book for the City of 

http://radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/ostrava-and-its-jews-now-no-one-sings-you-lullabies
http://radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/ostrava-and-its-jews-now-no-one-sings-you-lullabies
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Ostrava and Zdeněk accepted a copy, on behalf of the City Archive, in memory of Dr. 
Blažena Przybylová. 
 

 
 

Ceremonial Hall, New Town Hall 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
We have received quite a lot of publicity about the book: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhGOBb7Nbjs 
 

Books at the launch on sale by Ostrava University Press Bookshops.  
Books may be ordered from their website: 
https://knihkupectvi.osu.cz/e-shop-knihkupectvi/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhGOBb7Nbjs
https://knihkupectvi.osu.cz/e-shop-knihkupectvi/
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http://ostrava100.cz/kniha-o-historii-zidovskeho-obyvatelstva-v-ostrave/ 
 
http://artguide.cz/ostrava-a-jeji-zide-zmp/ 
 
https://twitter.com/KarenPollock100/status/1004652802801569793 
 
Radio Praha in English 2.7.218:  
http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/ostrava-and-its-jews-now-no-one-sings-you-lullabies 
 
Statutární město Ostrava ::  
https://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/historie-zidovskych-obyvatel-ostravy 

 
Milan Kocourek’s interview and report 

lawsonintro.wav

 
 
Ordering Copies of THE BOOK 
 
Peter Gordy’s wife, Carol, is not an Ostravak.  She commented after reading the 
book: 

When I first began reading this book, I didn’t expect to become so fascinated 

by the material.  I had heard the story of the torah scroll and the synagogue in 

Kingston before,  but reading it made it come alive for me.  The many stories 

of the individuals who managed to escape, including your family, were 

extremely touching.  There are so many more chapters I ‘d like to read 

including the ones about Jewish life there.  I know this book was meticulously 

researched and well written.  Kudos to the authors!!  Well done!!  

 

Naturally, those who have not yet got one of the books, will want to order a copy and 
those who have read it will want to buy more copies to give to their friends and 
family!  Copies may be ordered directly from the publishers, Vallentine Mitchell (see 
the appendix for details and a discount), from Ostrava University Press 
(https://knihkupectvi.osu.cz/e-shop-knihkupectvi/), from any good bookshop or even 
from Amazon.  Or contact David who will post a copy to you. 

 
 
Birthdays 
 
George Roden is 95 and Pepek is 80! 

 
George Roden (Jíři Rosenstein) celebrated his 95th Birthday in early June.  He 
decided that it was too much of a strain to come in to London for the book launch 
(fortunately, given all the traffic chaos that afternoon) but did buy a copy which he 
very much enjoyed. 
 
George was in the RAF and was in Ostrava at the end of the war, when he met Miša 
and Pepek Salomonovič (Newsletter #53).  He did not think either of them would 
survive to the end of the year!  Miša will soon be 85 and Pepek celebrated his 80th 
birthday on 30th June with a party at the former palace in the Augarten in Vienna. 

http://ostrava100.cz/kniha-o-historii-zidovskeho-obyvatelstva-v-ostrave/
http://artguide.cz/ostrava-a-jeji-zide-zmp/
https://twitter.com/KarenPollock100/status/1004652802801569793
http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/ostrava-and-its-jews-now-no-one-sings-you-lullabies
https://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/historie-zidovskych-obyvatel-ostravy
https://knihkupectvi.osu.cz/e-shop-knihkupectvi/
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Pepek and Lisi, whom he romantically if accurately calls ‘My First Wife’ 
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News of Ostravaks.   
 

 
Gen. Pavel Vranský 
 
We are very sorry to announce the death of Pavel Vranský, on 23rd June.  He was 97 
and had just gone into hospital for an operation. 
 

 
 
Kurt Berger 
 
Kurt Berger passed away on 3rd July, surrounded by 4 generations of his family, after 
71 years of marriage.  Kurt had been a great help to us in reading and translating 
German hand-written documents. 
 

 
Rick Schuller (Fleischer family) 
 
Miriam Friedman Morris has found connections with the Fleischer family.  She and 
Rick are now in direct contact and more connections emerge!  Miriam wrote to us: 

It is wonderful how a name can conjure memories and bring lost history to 

light. The newsletter provides a great service to the Ostrava Jewish 

Community. 

 

Victoria Bursa remembers the Fleischer brothers leading the service in Ostrava 
when she was a child after the war. 
 
Jacob Marrache – Fischel Family 
 
Jacob’s great uncle was Fred/ Fritz Fischel. Fred who was born in March 1928 and 
would have gone to the Jewish School.  Does anyone remember him? 
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Katy Haber – Roth family 
 
Susy Ellis remembers that she was at school with Katy Haber in 1957 and 
Susy’s father consulted Katy’s father, who was a doctor.  The global world of 
Ostravaks is much smaller than we think! 
 
Ann Altman (née Körner) 
 
Ann wrote:  

This morning, I received and have attached here the English translation of the 

document at the Wiener Library that I've been trying to get hold of.  It's the 

translation of an account of an escape from Prague via Ostrava to Katowice, 

Gdynia, Sweden and, finally, Tilbury.  
The 4 page document isttached as Appendix II 
 

 
Old Ostrava 

 
Pepek and Jíři Hrdina have sent some interesting photos of old Ostrava, which 
must be one of the most photographed cities in Czechoslovakia! 
 

 
Main Square 
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  Velká Ulice 
 

 
Vítkovice 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: david@lawsonassoc.co.uk  

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 

Maple Road,  
SURBITON,  

Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  
Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:david@lawsonassoc.co.uk
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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APPENDIX 1:  UK and USA Flyers for Ostrava and its Jews 
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Ostrava University Bookshop 
 

 
Address: 
Mlýnská 5,  
701 03 Ostrava 
 
Telephone numbers 
+420 597 092 093 and +420 597 092 095  
 
E-mail address: univerzitni.knihkupectvi@osu.cz  
 
Contact persons: Ms. Martina Homolová, Ms. Hana Kubečková 
 
Website: 
https://knihkupectvi.osu.cz/ostrava_and_its_jews-id290100-sk9002.html 
 
 
 
  

mailto:univerzitni.knihkupectvi@osu.cz
https://knihkupectvi.osu.cz/ostrava_and_its_jews-id290100-sk9002.html
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Appendix II Translation of a document from the Wiener Library 
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