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THE BOOK 
Ostrava and its Jews-‘Now No-one Sings You Lullabies’ 

 
Yes, it has happened!  THE BOOK had its official London launch on Wednesday 6th June 
on the premises of the Memorial Scrolls Trust in Westminster Synagogue.  Despite the 
traffic chaos and the roads closed because of a big fire at the nearby Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel, over 80 people attended.  Libuše Salomonovičová and Radan came from Prague 
for the event. 
 
After a welcome from Jeffrey Ohrenstein, the Chairman of the Trust, David spoke about 
the book and the Ostrava project and then Fred Austin (né Alfred Stiller) spoke movingly 
and entertainingly of his early life in pre-war Ostrava and how he and the late Peter 
Erben were able to re-establish contact after almost 70 years through our Ostrava 
Project!  Ian Austin, Fred’s son and member of Parliament for Dudley North spoke of the 
great importance of Holocaust education and how trying to comprehend the enormity of 
The Holocaust was impossible.  Studying a specific place such as Ostrava with personal 
stories and specific detail gave the whole thing much more interest and impact and 
helped empathy and understanding. 
 
A comment from someone who was there:  
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I found the talk/s very interesting and informative (one point that brought a 

lump to my throat was the fact that a perfume was mentioned called '4711' 

which was a favourite and only one used by my mother) 

 
Victoria Bursa wrote: 

I just want to say what great reading your book is. I went through it quickly on 

the night of the launch and finished the following night. 

Now I shall read it slowly and enjoy it. 

 
Copies of Ostrava and its Jews were presented both to the Memorial Scrolls Trust and to 
Kingston Synagogue. 
 
47 books were bought and the whole event was a great success. 
 
There will be a launch in Prague at the Jewish Museum on Monday 25th June at 1900hrs 
and in Ostrava Town Hall on Wednesday 27th June at 1500hrs. so, if you missed the 
event in London you can attend the next one!  If you have bought a copy of the book and 
would like some more to give to all your friends and family, you can do so directly from 
the publisher.  Details are given in the Appendix.  Or, in the UK, Ask David and he will 
post a copy to you. 
 
Some of those who have read the book speak highly of it, which is very 
gratifying to the authors! 
 
The companion volume, the ‘Family Album’ of biographical information of some 
interesting and important Ostrava families will, we hope, be available in the first part of 
2019.  We will keep you up to date on progress. 
 

 
News of Ostravaks 
 
Rick Schuller – Fleischer family 
 
The wonders of the internet and our amazing genealogist, Libuše, have produced a 
new Ostrava connection and some information about his family: 
 
Rick Schuller contacted us: 

Re the article by your David Lawson (https://ksds.org.uk/ksds-2/ostrava-

introduction/) I happened on by way of one site's link to another.  My interest 

lies with the fact that my Grandmother's brothers, Itzu and Itzik (?) Fleischer 

were cantors in Ostrava ( I mistakenly thought they were also in Prague) and I 

actually have pictures with "Ostrava" stamped on the back.  So, since I will be 

visiting Prague in a few weeks I set out to discover their history as cantors but 

have been unable to find anything, despite the obvious cantor garb in the 

pictures and the stories my Grandmother, O"V, had told me.  That is how I got 

to your page and I decided to write to you in the event that you have any data 

and/or you are interested in what I have.  Thank you for your attention and 

understanding. 

Best regards  

H. Rick Schuller 

https://ksds.org.uk/ksds-2/ostrava-introduction/
https://ksds.org.uk/ksds-2/ostrava-introduction/
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Almost be return, Libuše had found out about the family: 
 

The parents of three siblings were Hirsch Fleischer and Ernesta Rosenzweig 

and originally they lived in Těšín. 

 

Their children: 

 

l) Antonie *21.8.1896 in Těšín, married Salomon Greiwer *4.6.1898 Bochnia, 

Poland. They had three kids: 

 

Sára *15.4.1913 Chrzanow, Poland, married Dr. Eliáš Schönberga 

*22.10.1912 in   Mor. Ostrava.   

Erna * 25.11.1920 in Český Těšín + C.C. Belzec, she was single 

Harry * 7.7.1925 in Český Těšín + C.C. Belzec, he was single 

 

2) Adolf Leopold *10.8.1903 in Těšín + 28.2.1970 in Mor. Ostrava.  

 

3) Izák Fleischer *3.4.1905 in Těšín +22.7.1982 in Ostrava. He is buried in a 

new Jewish cemetery in Slezská Ostrava together with his fiancée Marie 

Šmídová –  

 

In 1939 the whole family was arrested and deported to Bochnia (Poland). Izák 

was liberated in c.c. Mauthausen. After the war he declared his wife and 

daughter as dead  

 

After the war he lived in Mor. Ostrava, Nádražní street No. 36 and was 

secretary of the Jewish community of Ostrava and also worked as a chief 

cantor.  

 
Izák had a hat factory in Těšín. Rick’s comment on receiving Libuše’s detailed 
information sums it all up: 
 

Your attachments are incredible although I am unable to understand due to 

language but do see the names and apparent connections. WOW.  

 

If you have any information, please get in touch with us. 
 
Jacob Marrache – Fischel Family 
 
Once again, the internet is an active but silent partner in our project, bringing us to 
the attention of Jacob Marrache who wrote: 
 

My grandfather and his parents lived in Ostrava from 1913 to 1939. My great 

grandfather Dr. Paul Fischel part owned the Oesterreichische Morgenzeitung 

and Handelsblatt newspapers and the Julius Kittl publishing house in Mahr 

Ostrau.  

 

The Fischel family are not an old Ostrava family as they are originally from 

Prague, though I imagine Paul most have played a significant role in the 

Ostrava publishing industry.  
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Kittl’s Shop, 1906-18 

 
Katy Haber – Roth family 
 
Katy Haber contacted us following an article in the Czech Memorial Scrolls Trust 
Newsletter: 

…my family on my mother's side the Roth Family were all from Ostrava.  My 

mother's Sister Trudy was married to Frantisek Zelenka, who was one of the 

savers of the scrolls.  I am attaching a family portrait taken in 1932 celebrating 

my great grandmother's Karolina Roth's birthday.  The small picture is (left to 

right) my mother Alice Haber (nee jokl) my Grandmother and Trudy Zelenka 

(nee jokl). 

 

I am also attaching identification chart of the photograph expertly compiled by 

our cousin Mischa Diemel which shows how many of our family are from 

Ostrava 
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Katy also attached a photograph of her grandmother’s baby shoe “with Ostrava mud 
on the sole”. 

 
 
Ann Altman (née Körner) 
 
We have written about Ann’s remarkable story about her father’s escape from 
Ostrava via Katowice.  She has now found even more: 
 

Thank you so much for the newest Ostrava newsletter, which is fascinating as 

always. Congratulations on the progress towards publication of the magnum 

opus!  I await my copy with eager anticipation and I'm sorry that I can't be in 

London for the launch.  

 

The story, in the newsletter, by Claire Bruell about her mother-in-law's escape 

via Katowice was of particular interest to me because, as you know, John 

Eisner and I recently discovered that our fathers spent time there as they waited 

for visas to the UK. 

 

I started wondering what the consulate looked like and what the town had 

looked like because I had a picture in my imagination that was, surely, 

inaccurate and something along the lines of... 

 

 
So, in case you are interested... 

 

I found an interesting link (see below) to the tragic events that occurred when 

the nazis overran the town in September 1939.  The text is in Polish but you 

can "google translate' it.  The first paragraph reads: 

 

No other day in the history of Katowice, so many people died here, which on 

the day the German army entered the city on September 4, 1939 (we reached 

the outskirts of the Wehrmacht city the day before). It was a day of mass 

murders, which were captured by the defenders of Polish Silesia and many 
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other Polish patriots. Recognized in the course of fights, detained on the streets 

or forced from their homes, they were usually brought to the German consulate 

general at the intersection of Zabrska and Sokolska streets. From there, they 

were sent to death by shooting. She was waiting in the courtyard of a 

demolished tenement house on the corner of the market square and Zamkowa 

Street. They went to the place of execution in groups, under the guard of the 

Selbstschutz fighters or the "Ebbinghaus" Freikorp. There were at least several 

such groups, as there were also many convicts, about 80, and probably more. 

 

There follow two photos, which convey, better than words ever could, what the 

town was like and what the atmosphere was like so soon after my father and 

John's father had escaped, with their new British visas and via Sweden (I 

think), to the UK. 

 

 

  
 

https://plus.dziennikzachodni.pl/historia/a/historia-katowice-1939-tajemnica-

pewnego-zdjecia-kim-byl-fotograf,12440310  

 

And there is a lot of information about the town (and its Jews and refugees) 

at https://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/Katowice/kat063.html 

 

As more and more information becomes available on line, imagination is 

replaced by photos, and the grim jigsaw puzzle comes a little more closely into 

focus. 

 

Best to all, Ann 

 

More research followed, leading to a proposal for Claire Hollingworth to be 

counted as a Righteous Among the Gentiles 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplus.dziennikzachodni.pl%2Fhistoria%2Fa%2Fhistoria-katowice-1939-tajemnica-pewnego-zdjecia-kim-byl-fotograf%2C12440310&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4416b48b41da4579557408d58a98af18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636567310765748050&sdata=qi9wjjBrw9q0L7LptP2BF8Hdt9g31RT8ljtZwzSsBLY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplus.dziennikzachodni.pl%2Fhistoria%2Fa%2Fhistoria-katowice-1939-tajemnica-pewnego-zdjecia-kim-byl-fotograf%2C12440310&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4416b48b41da4579557408d58a98af18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636567310765748050&sdata=qi9wjjBrw9q0L7LptP2BF8Hdt9g31RT8ljtZwzSsBLY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishgen.org%2FYizkor%2FKatowice%2Fkat063.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4416b48b41da4579557408d58a98af18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636567310765748050&sdata=mJ0Ko1%2BGzP2trNjeiQHHWO7byMqnuV285E5tPVIWFig%3D&reserved=0
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As you might recall, John and I were thrilled to get materials related to our 

fathers’ months in Katowice, after their escape from the Nazis. In a sonnet 

written by my father, the name Hollingworth appears and, this morning, it 

occurred to me that this person must have been responsible for visas in 

Katowice.  Indeed, there is strong evidence to support this hypothesis, as 

follows: 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Hollingworth 

 

It seems likely that Hollingworth is our fathers’ Sugihara!   

 

In your research into Ostravaks, have you heard her name mentioned?  Many 

surviving Jews from Ostrava might owe their lives to her.  If you haven’t come 

across her name, would you kindly ask, in the next newsletter, whether her 

name means anything to those who read it? 

 
 

More research has revealed that the time frame of Hollingworth's work 

corresponds exactly to the dates when our fathers were in Katowice.  It would 

still be interesting to know if other Ostravaks know her name.  This is from 

an article by the BBC: 

"She visited the well-heeled ski-resort in December 1938 to carry out 

reconnaissance, and returned to the UK with a Nazi-approved visa in her 

passport. 

That stamp enabled her to volunteer for a dangerous humanitarian mission. 

The British Committee for Refugees from Czechoslovakia (BCRC) sent her 

to Katowice. 

She was put in charge of the lives of hundreds - and later thousands - of Jews, 

trade unionists, communists and other persecuted minorities. 

In a country teetering on invasion, she led a one-woman operation to find 

people a British visa, as well as food and housing. 

It is estimated that between March and July 1939 Clare helped to process 

visas for between 2,000 and 3,000 refugees to come to Britain and beyond." 

 

 http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-37606306 

 

On further reflection, I decided that Clare deserves recognition as a Righteous 

Gentile. 

I sent a nomination to Yad Vashem, who has acknowledged it and asked for 

clarification and better copies of the relevant documents.  You can read my 

nomination at 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SWtPH4N-7dWgtq-

wVWk3uVmdb1W0sco_HYgqBhMd4UE 

 

The documents shown in the nomination are all at the National Archive at 

Kew.  I hope to be able to get good copies via email correspondence but, if 

not, I foresee a trip to London in my future.   

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Hollingworth
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-37606306
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SWtPH4N-7dWgtq-wVWk3uVmdb1W0sco_HYgqBhMd4UE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SWtPH4N-7dWgtq-wVWk3uVmdb1W0sco_HYgqBhMd4UE
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Since, of those mentioned in my nomination, four are Ostravaks (my father, 

Otto Eisner, Willi Haas and Hans Schoenhoff), it is possible that there are 

more Ostravak descendants out there with a Katowice/Hollingworth 

connection.   

 

Since you were planning to mention Katowice in your next newsletter, you 

might want to quote from or include the link to the nomination that I sent to 

Yad Vashem.   

 

 Warmest regards, Ann 

 
Jane Nevezie 

 

Jane wrote to us from Australia, both with pleasure at being part of the worldwide 
Ostravak network and also searching for information. 

 
Firstly, best wishes from Down Under for the coming Pesach festivities. 

However religiously we celebrate these yomim tovim, these festivals are a 

wonderful way to bring together members of ones family who cooperate in 

their preparation and join in in their celebration; at least that’s the way it is 

with my growing family. Because of our growing numbers, I am now rather 

grateful for the TWO days of yom tov, which allows every member of the 

family to celebrate at least one of the days together! Hope the same holds 

true with all Ostravaks on this site, whom I also consider to be part of “my 

extended family”. 

 

Beyond any shadow of a doubt, these periodic newsletters are a treasure 

trove of information. I would like to thank you for your efforts David, and 

of those who assist you, in coordinating such a fantastic publication. As well 

as being informative it is warm and friendly. And congratulations on the 

completion of THE BOOK. My daughter visits London reasonably 

regularly; I think her next visit may be towards the end of this year or some 

time next year. I shall ask her to obtain one for me. Perhaps I could get in 

touch with you David when I have a date and find out where she can get a 

copy. Her time is always so busy that I’d appreciate organising a direct pick-

up.  

 

Since my introductory letter my participation has been limited to reading the 

newsletter, from the first word to the last. Every one is so helpful, when they 

are able, with any questions that are asked. So I have been prompted to join 

in the quest for information. Probably like many of the members of this site, 

I have engaged in genealogical research into my ancestry. Although my 

mother did pass on lots of information about her life style growing up near 

Ostrava (Doubrava to be precise), certain details such as specific dates, 

addresses, actual titles of people and places, were not included, or perhaps I 

wasn’t listening closely enough. I do know that my grandfather had a 

flourishing general goods store, coffee house, and maybe some other things, 

in the building which included the business as well as the dwelling. My 

mother told me that with the depression the business folded and the family 

moved to Ostrava. Dates and what my grandfather did after this was 
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something about which she did not elaborate. Since my mother’s passing 

(incidentally 32 years ago yesterday (15 March, as I write still that date in 

the UK) I have found and am in touch with a 93yo second cousin (living in 

Kraków), who as a child visited my grandparents in both Doubrava and 

Ostrava. From her I have found out that in Ostrava my grandfather, together 

with one of his brothers, opened and ran a restaurant. So, I was wondering if 

anyone living in Ostrava before the war would possibly remember the 

restaurant. I realise there would be probably less than a handful of people 

who might fall into this category, but hey, nothing ventured nothing gained!  

 

OK, here are the specifics. My grandfather’s name was Hermann Glaser. He 

also had the Hebrew names of Chaim Hirsch. My grandmother was Hilda 

Glaser (nee Szczekacz). The grandfather’s brother’s name is unknown to 

me. My mother’s family were observant so it wouldn’t surprise if the 

restaurant was kosher, though not necessarily so. My mother’s name was 

Edith Glaser, she would have been in her early to mid twenties during the 

1930s. I had two uncles, my mother’s older brother was Leo, who would 

have been in medical school in the 1930s, having completed his studies by 

the outbreak of war; the younger brother was Slavek, who joined the Czech 

army and was stationed in the UK by 1939. As well as anyone who might 

remember the restaurant and/or family, are there city records with details of 

restaurants and other businesses, the addresses and names of the proprietors 

that may still be available? 

 

If my questions lead to any answers that would be great. Even just to be 

guided to someone or place when I can access this information. I just want 

to try. So thank you in advance to anyone that comes to my assistance. 

 

Once again I love being a part of this global and “extended family” of 

Ostravaks. And as members of my family warmest greetings go out to all of 

you.  

 
If you have any information, please let Monica or David know. 

 
Barbara Gilford 
 
Barbara wrote to us after a trip back to Ostrava, where Libuše and Miša followed 
their second or third careers, as tour guides:  
 

Libuse and Michal have given us so very much information that would have otherwise 

been unavailable.  My sons and I continue to be so grateful for all their work and the 

caring friendship they provided during our visit. 

  

This past summer I returned to Auschwitz-Birkenau with my Rabbi and a small group 

from my Temple.  My grandmother Clara Buchssbaum died in Birkenau on Sept. 30, 

1944.  She had found temporary sanctuary in Italy and I just don't understand why and 

how she returned to CZ.  I also went to Treblinka which was a searing experience.  My 

father's sister Gretl Buchsbaum Spitzer, her husband Hugo Spitzer and their daughter 

Zuzanna all died in Treblinka. I don't know if I will ever heal from that devastating 

place of annihilation. 
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I am working on my own memoir of knowing the Buchsbaum family  through 

photographs, my father's many stories of his family and letters written by my 

grandmother to my father from 1939 to 1941 and to other relatives in the U.S.A.  Clara 

Buchsbaum  tried so hard to obtain a visa and entry permits and just couldn't get out of 

Europe. By 1939 it was already too late. 

  

Elie Wiesel wrote and spoke so eloquently on the power and necessity of memory and 

I am trying my best to keep the Buchsbaum family alive on paper  for present and 

future generations.   

 

Eva Pick 
 
Peter Briess has sent a photograph of Eva Pick’s wedding.  Can you recognize 
anyone?  Please let us know. 
 
 

 
Wedding of Eva Pick to Heinz Weiss later Vit in 1945 

 
Danny Allen 
 
Danny sent us a photograph from his visit to see the family Stolpersteine 
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Helen Bryant 
 
Helen has recently visited Prague and Ostrava in search of her family roots, from 
Australia!  She has promised a short article about her trip for the next Newsletter so 
watch this space. 

 
Roden and Salomonovič 

 
George Roden remembers Miša and Pepek as children, immediately after the war: 
 

When I met Miša and his brother they were 12 and 10 respectively and had just 

come out of hiding in a lavatory in Oswiecim and I did not think they would 

survive.  But they did, and Libuše helped you produce this book, which is a 

triumph in itself. 
(George’s memory is not accurate in detail but his comment on the state of the boys’ health is 

totally correct) 

 
Klatovy 

 
Tina Edstam, from the University of Minnesota, contacted us about a possible trip to 
Klatovy to research her family roots. We were able to put her in touch with a couple 
of families from Klatovy and with the Scrolls Trust that had contacts with synagogues 
with a scroll from Klatovy.  She had a very successful trip – our skill as travel guides 
is increasing. 

 
 
Arcelor Mittal 

The biggest Czech steelmaker and its home city of Ostrava are concerned they 
could be hit by a major ownership upheaval in the European steelmaking 
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sector. And the Czech government is keeping close tabs on talks surrounding 

the fate of ArcelorMittal Ostrava.  

More than 1,600 kilometres separate the southern Italian port city of Taranto and the 
gritty eastern Moravian-Silesian city of Ostrava. But the fate of the two are now 
closely bound with global steel multinational ArcelorMittal seeking to acquire the 
massive Italian steel maker Ilva and its steel plant on the heel of Italy. Part of the 
price of European Commission clearance for the deal looks like being the sell up of 
other steel making capacity across the continent, including the Ostrava plant.  

And that’s the source of major worries for Ostrava and for the Czech government. 
Brussels is worried that ArcelorMittal might simply control too much of European 
steel production, especially the flat products used to make everything from cars to 
the steel used in the construction sector. And although the sell ups likely to be 
demanded of ArcelorMittal are aimed at boosting competition, ownership changes 
are always risky and the Czech government is particularly worried that a speculative 
investor which might control of the Ostrava steelmaker and not have its long term 
interests at heart.  

That’s one reason why the general manager of ArcelorMittal Ostrava, Ashok Patil, 
met with Czech minister for industry and trade, Tomáš Hüner, and gave what 
assurances he could about the situation:  

ʺWe assured the minister that even in the case of a divestment scenario, Ostrava 
steelworks would continue to operate in full. There is no threat of a reduction of 
capacity and related jobs. We agreed with the minister that we will be in close touch 
and work on the subsequent steps as we work more on that decision. Of course, 
subsequent steps would be supervised and be under the guidance of the European 
Commission, but we will be in close touch with the minister to discuss the steps and 
have a constant dialogue.ʺ  

Mr. Patil later elaborated that one of Brussel’s targets should be to see a thriving 
Ostrava steelworks in whoever’s hands it might end up:  

ʺWhen the Commission is reviewing the process of the remedy, they want to see 
more competition on the European market which covers the investments and the 
divestments. The units in the divestment need to be able to run fully and stand alone 
in the European market and compete.ʺ  

The Ostrava steelworks and its subsidiaries employ around 7,250, paying above 
average wages, in a city and region still suffering from a higher than average jobless 
rate. And the fate of other key local employers, such as coking coal producer OKD, 
are also closely tied to the steel plant.  

That’s why industry minister Hüner has created a team of experts to keep in the 
closes touch with developments affecting the steel plant. The key European 
Commission analysis of the divestments to make in connection with the Ilva 
acquisition should be released on May 23.  
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You can find the original text with pictures and sound files at: 

http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-government-concerned-

about-future-of-ostrava-steelmaker 

 

 
Spreading the Ostrava Story 

 
The Ostrava story has received 
quite a lot of exposure in recent 
weeks.  David gave a 10 minute 
talk at the Czechoslovakia 100 
Study Day in Cardiff. 
 
 

 
 
We have commented before that the Memorial Scrolls Trust Newsletters are 
worth reading (info@memorialscrollstrust.org ) but the May edition is definitely 
worth reading as it has an article by David about Ostrava! 
 
Ivan Kytka interviewed David and wrote an interesting (if you read Czech) 
article for the journal Xantipe, June edition pp14 and 15 
 

http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-government-concerned-about-future-of-ostrava-steelmaker
http://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-government-concerned-about-future-of-ostrava-steelmaker
mailto:info@memorialscrollstrust.org
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And there was an announcement of the publication of THE BOOK in the U3A 
(University of the Third Age) Journal and a scan of that reached the USA and 
was reported back to us! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: david@lawsonassoc.co.uk  

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:david@lawsonassoc.co.uk
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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APPENDIX:  UK and USA Flyers for Ostrava and its Jews 
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