
The story of Ostrava and its Jews
encapsulates in a small space (85
square miles) and a short time (ca
150 years) a miniaturised history
of Central Europe. It covers
industrialisation and massive
economic growth, immigration
and emigration, intolerance and
tolerance, multi-culturalism and
nationalism, high culture and
social welfare, the Holocaust,
communism and the diaspora.
The book draws on family histo-
ries and eye-witness accounts,
many unpublished.

In 2005 members of Kingston
Synagogue became interested in
the origins of a Sefer Torah from
Ostrava, housed there many years
earlier. This research project, lead
initially by David Lawson, grew to
include the Czech genealogist
Libuše Salomonovičová and histo-
rian Hana Šústková. As their
research progressed a lively online
community developed, reestab-
lishing contacts between families
from Sweden to Australia and
South America to Canada. In
effect, resurrecting Jewish Ostrava
in virtual and actual reality.

The overarching theme is how,
in a short time, immigrants – in
this case Jews – transformed a
small conservative market town
into a vibrant, tolerant, caring,
economic and cultural power-
house; how it was destroyed
almost overnight by bigotry and
intolerance; and to ask how far
the Ostrava story can provide
lessons or guidance on 21st
century political issues.
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Dr David n Lawson, MA, PhD,
DIC, has researched the history
of Ostrava and its Jews in
collaboration with the Jewish
Museum in Prague for almost 15
years. 

Libuše salomonovičová is a Czech
genealogist and former employee
of the Museum of Ostrava. 

Hana šústková, PhD, is Head of
VÍTKOVICE, JSC, Company
Archive and researcher in the
Centre for Economic and Social
History, University of Ostrava 
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The Jewish history of Moravia is usually overshadowed by
that of Germany and Eastern Europe, but the authors have
proved this is an unjust marginalization. I commend them
for their detailed chronicle of the contributions Jews made
to Ostrava and its vibrant economic and cultural life, until
their almost complete destruction during the Shoah. The
authors utilise a wealth of information to bring the Jews of
Ostrava back to life. 

Dr Jan Láníček, University of New South Wales
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'Now No-one Sings You Lullabies'
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