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Ph Dr Blažena Przybylová 
 
Blažena Przybylová was the Ostrava City Archivist.  For the whole time we have 
been researching the history of Ostrava and its Jews, she has been continuously 
helpful and supportive.  She happily and promptly answered all questions, 
however obscure; provided copies of pictures and documents; and supplied her 
own contribution to our research.  She was as interested in and excited by the 
history of Ostrava Jews as we are and she published several articles on the 
subject. 
 
It is therefore with great shock and sadness that we report that she was knocked 
over and killed in Ostrava on 31st October, just a few days after David had met her.  
We will miss her greatly and we send our deepest sympathy to her husband and 
family 
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Follow up on Newsletter #50 
 
Hella Guth 

 
Kate Rys, who is new to our network, wrote to us about Hella Guth and demonstrated the 
great reach of our Ostravak network: 

I just received an email from Madeleine Eisenberg who also sent me a copy of 

your last newsletter, which I'd already received last month from Ann Altmann. 

John Eisner (son of Hella Guth's first husband, Otto Eisner) contacted me, via 

Geni.com, several months ago and he later connected me with Ann Altmann. 

I must clarify a little what Ann wrote in the newsletter: Hella was not from 

Ostrava at all, but in 1939, after warnings from friends, she came to Ostrava or 

nearby to visit Otto Eisner's mother, who lived there and with the help of others 

(organised by Thomas Mann group) then escaped across the border in Cesky 

Tesin. She then travelled to Katowice, where she waited for her visa and about 2 

months later was able to come to UK. 

I am curious to find out whether anyone has written anything about the escape 

attempts of Jewish or other emigrants through the border near Ostrava - e.g. who 

were the local contacts involved in helping and their fate, how the whole thing 

was organised and kept secret and any repercussions, etc. Just recently I read a 

book about Ota Ornest (brother of Jiri Orten), where he also describes his escape 

by crossing the border to Poland near Ostrava. Is there perhaps a mention of 

these escapes in the recently published book about Ostrava, or in any of the 

previous newsletters? 

If you can help with information about escape routes over the border, please let Monica or 
David know. 
 
Madeleine also found a link to some of Hella’s drawings: 
https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/kezmarok/Kezmarok-Town-Views.htm 
 

Altman, Crouch, and Bursa 
 
We have been able to put Ann Altman (née Körner), Zuzana Crouch (née Deutsch) and 
Victoria Bursa (née Melcer) in touch with each other, to share memories and contacts.  Ann 
very kindly wrote: 

David, the influence of the Ostrava group in Kingston spreads far and wide.  I 

remain deeply grateful. 

Best to all, Ann 

 
Zuzana had written to us about her trip to Ostrava: 

We have come back from Ostrava last Sunday. It was a hugely rewarding trip. 

We have spent only 3 days in Ostrava and we also visited Opava ( where my 

mother spent her adolescence and her early 20s ). We met with Liba and Misha 
Salomonovic who are fantastic. They are both an amazing treasure. I have 

discovered not only where the toys shop of my grandparents was but also where 

my grandparents ( and my father and uncle ) lived on Masarykovo namesti. Liba 

https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/kezmarok/Kezmarok-Town-Views.htm
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pointed out the house where my grandfather used to play cards, apparently there 

were cafes specialising in different pursuits, e.g. the cafe where the chess players 

used to meet. I saw the business school which my father attended and could 

work out where the Jewish elementary school used to be. The main synagogue, 

apparently very beautiful, was opposite my grandparents’ toys shop. My parents 

married in October 1938 and I saw for the first time the house where they started 

their married life. Liba and Misha gave me the book ‘Transport into Darkness’ 

by Mecislav Borak which is about the the Nisko camp. As far as I know it has 

not been translated. 

  

We have seen the plaques in the hall of the cemetery and they are very well 

done. 

  

I am mentally processing the information and I am delighted that I can now 

imagine Ostrava peopled by its Jewish inhabitants and I am beginning to have an 

idea what  Jewish life was like in Ostrava before the tragedy of Shoa. 

Your forthcoming book will be such a huge and unique achievement! 

  

Best wishes 

Zuzana  

 

Isenberg and Schindler 
 
Oskar Schindler spent the period before and at the start of the War in Ostrava but Madeleine 
has found another connection for us! 
 

Years ago in the 1950s, my father had a hatbox made for my mother by 

Leopold Page (né Pfefferberg).  Decades later, the same store was the one 

visited by Thomas Keneally.  it was Leopold Page who told him about Oksar 

Schindler. (Need I say more?).  

 

 

‘Gazetteer’ – Companion volume to Ostrava and its Jews 
 

We have almost completed corrections to the proof of ‘Ostrava and its Jews’ and it 
looks good!  We expect the text of the detailed biographies of many of the Ostravak 
families -‘Gazetteer of Ostrava Jewish Families, a companion volume to Ostrava 
and its Jews’ - to be completed by the end of the year.  We hope that both volumes 
will appear together, probably in May rather than April to allow a little more time to 
complete the Gazetteer.  Watch this space! 
 
 

Stolpersteine 
 
Ian and Uri Kaufthal sent a very touching message about their Stolpersteine: 
 

Uri and I thank you and the Salamonovics for helping get the Stolpersteine 

installed, and closing some sort of circle of our family’s life in Ostrava. We 

really owe you all a debt of gratitude. It gave us great satisfaction to have the 

Stolpersteine installed on Rosh Hashonah, known as Yom Hazicharon, Day of 
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Remembrance, exactly the same day I was using my grandfather’s Hirsch prayer 

book in my synagogue in Englewood 

 

Radan sent a photograph of all the plaques in the Ohel and links to articles about 
our recent Stolperstein campaign 
 

 
 

http://ostrava750.cz/pet-novych-kamenu-zmizelych/ 
 
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ct24/regiony/1559272-slapnout-a-poklonit-se-zmizele-
ostravske-zidy-pripomina-dalsich-26-desticek 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stolpersteine_in_the_Moravskoslezsk%C3%BD_kraj 
https://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/na-chodnicich-se-skvi-nove-
stolpersteine 
 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Stolpersteine_in_Ostrava 
 

 
New Ostravaks 
 
Hanna Gros 
 
We recently received an email from Hanna:  

I'm Hanna Gros, born in Ostrava, living in Israel since I was 1 year old. 

 Last weekend I spoke with Suzana Crouch whose father was a good friend of 

my father in Ostrava Since childhood. She told me about you. 

 My parents were born in Ostrava, lived there until coming to Israel in 1949 

My father Josef Bustin was born in 1908 (died 1998), took part in skiing 

competition of Maccabi in Zakopane in 1932. He was also among the group of 

men that were in Nisko. 

http://ostrava750.cz/pet-novych-kamenu-zmizelych/
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ct24/regiony/1559272-slapnout-a-poklonit-se-zmizele-ostravske-zidy-pripomina-dalsich-26-desticek
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ct24/regiony/1559272-slapnout-a-poklonit-se-zmizele-ostravske-zidy-pripomina-dalsich-26-desticek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stolpersteine_in_the_Moravskoslezsk%C3%BD_kraj
https://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/na-chodnicich-se-skvi-nove-stolpersteine
https://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/na-chodnicich-se-skvi-nove-stolpersteine
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Stolpersteine_in_Ostrava
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My Mother’s Name before marriage was Trude Brodavka. When she was young 

she trained in Blau Weis. Lost her mother' twin sister, first husband and daughter 

in Holocaust.  Her father died in First World War.  Her mother's brother, uncle 

Ervin Berger was in Ostrava a Known butcher till war and I think that also after 

the war. He had a factory and 3 shops. 

 

I attach a Photo of a postcard painted in Nisko . I know that my mothers' first 

husband sent it to her from Nisko.  For me it means a lot....a long story. 

 

 
Nisko, drawn by Leo Haas 

 
Hana also writes that she knew Mihal Efrat who had been her graphics teacher for 
a year.  Hana’s mother was Trude Brodavka, whose grandfather was the brother of 
Herman Brodavka, the great-grandfather of Naomi Finkelstein.  Both Naomi and 
Hana live in Israel about 30 minutes’ drive from each other!  They are now in touch 
and Hana realizes that she met Naomi as a child but had forgotten about her and 
that part of the family.  So, once again, we have reunited long lost family members. 
 
Kloss Family 
 
Melina Baum Singer wrote to us: 

 

The family I know of is Bernhard Kloss and Anna Brauner. They were both born 

in Ostrava I think and had family there. Bernhard grew up in Brunn. I have no 

birth dates for them, but Bernhard died in 1900 in Vienna. As an adult, he 

worked as a director of a sugar factory in Ricany.  

 

They are my great great grandparents and they were Jewish.  
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If you have any information about either of these families, please contact Monica or 
David. 
 
 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Lilly Reiser 
 
Lilly Reiser is, by any standards, a remarkable lady. Now in her 94th year recently 
spent a hectic week in the Czech Republic with Radan Salomonovic as her guide 
and chauffeur!.  The main reason for her trip was an event dedicated to her 
Grandfather, Rabbi Max Reiser in Nýrsko.  There had been a whole year of events 
in Nýrsko commemorating Max, culminating in the erection of a memorial stone to 
him. 
 
Max Reiser had published a booklet of 34 riddles in Hebrew and German which has 
been translated into Czech and reprinted, in his honour.  The first reads: 
 

Lieber Leser, such’ das Wort: 
Einem Baum es nennt, 
Den der Jehudi kennt 

Zum Genuss und Gebot 
Und das Weib, das feil sich bot 

 
(Dear Reader, find the word that names a tree, that Jews know for enjoyment and 
prayer and the woman offers herself for sale.)   
 
The answer is Tamar, Hebrew for a Palm tree and the name of Judah’s daughter in 
law (see Genesis Chapter 38) 
 
Lilly arrived in Prague from New York via London at midnight   Next day she and 
Radan drove 150 km to Nýrsko where she made a short speech, visited the grave 
of her Grandfather and the exhibition of his life and work in the Museum before 
driving back to Prague.  The following day they drove 350kms to Ostrava to see the 
graves of her other grandparents and drove back to Prague the next day to visit the 
Olšany cemetery to see the grave of Max Reiser’s second wife.  Next morning Lilly 
flew to Tel Aviv and then by train to kibbutz Hachotrim where her parents and 
brother are buried.  Then back to New York, via Amman, all in seven days!  It’s 
exhausting just writing about it! 
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Lilly Reiser at the grave of her 
grandfather, Rabbi Max Reiser 

Cover of Rabbi Reiser’s republished 
riddle book from 1903 

 
Auber –Stamberger Family 
 
You may recall that two parts of the Auber-Stamberger family, who did not know of 
each other’s existence, all met on our trip to Ostrava in 2010 (see Newsletter #16).  
Inspired by that event, they have organized further family reunions and Anna and 
Wieslaw Jurkowski have sent a report of their latest gathering: 
 

The Stamberger family held another reunion in August 2017.  Having 

previously met in Ostrava, then in Krakow, this time it was in Malmo, arranged 

and hosted by the Swedish members of the family.  A wonderful time was had 

by all.  It was attended by family from far and wide: New Zealand, Russia, the 

UK, the USA, Poland, the Czech Republic, and of course Sweden.  The oldest 

member of the family was nearly 94, while the youngest was just coming up to 

his first birthday.  Four generations of Stambergers met once again and formed 

fresh bonds.  It was a particular pleasure to see so many young cousins 

spending time together, teenagers and younger children, making friendships 

that will hopefully last despite the geographical distances separating them. 

  

Of special interest was our visit to the synagogue in Malmo, where we learned 

the history of the building and of the Jews in Sweden.  While we were in 

Malmo, the annual festival was in full swing, providing entertainment for all of 

us, as well as large amounts of ice-cream for the younger members of the 

family.  Our meeting was crowned by a barbecue in the garden of one of the 

Swedish family, with plenty of room for adults to sit and talk and children to 
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play.  To everyone’s relief, the weather kindly obliged.  The high point of the 

evening, a closely guarded secret that came as a complete surprise  - a group of 

young musicians playing klezmer music which had most of us on our feet 

clapping and dancing.  A memorable party that will stay in our minds.  

 

Our final evening in Malmo saw us having a farewell meal, with the next 

meeting in 2019 already being mooted, quite possibly in Ostrava. 

 

 
 
Anna Noë 

 
Anna sent us New Year greetings after receiving Newsletter #50: 
 

Best wishes for the High Holidays: good health, peace and lots of joy with your 

dear ones!  Thank you so much for your information that you send periodically 

that connects me with the city where I was born.  I hope to be able to go there 

again - although not yet -  and then of course I will get in  touch with the Jewish 

Community.  My parents and me we were lucky to leave before the 2nd WW 

and since 1939 I live in Chile, where I got married and my four children were 

born. 

Le Shana Tova, Anna Hesová 

 

Hanna Slome 

Cannot  thank you enough for this latest issue -  just fantastic work.   My 

niece,  Anna Beer, recently visited Ostrava and climbed the Lysa Hora in 

memory of our family - something we would undertake on Sundays  Love, 

Hanna 
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Pepek Salomonovič 
 

 
 
 

Jiří Hrdina 

 
Jiří has given us some wonderful old photographs of Ostrava in the past and 
come up once again with some gems:  
A postcard view of Ostrava by the Jewish photographer Pateisky (ca 1900-
1910) 
 

 
 

Pepek and Lisi were in Sweden and 
visited the weekend house of Raoul 
Wallenberg.  His family had made a 
memorial to him and his heroism in the 
form of a bronze casting of his 
briefcase. 
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And an invoice blank from the Oppenheim company with some hand-written 
folk remedies on the back, including: 
 

 Old potatoes loose their bad taste, if they are boiled in salt water at first and 
then are puted quickly into the fresh boiling water with caraway seeds until 
cooked through. 

 Silk ties could be cleaned with cotton wool dip in petrol. 

 Proved remedy for coughing: Drink a cup of a hot milk with a pinch of salt on 
an empty stomach in the morning.  

 
Unfortunately, we do not know whom they were for. 
 

 
Memorial to the Main Synagogue 
 

 

 

Memorial to the Main 
Synagogue 

Memorial, view from the roof of the 
supermarket on the site of the synagogue 
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In Newsletter #48 we announced the installation of the memorial to the main 
synagogue in Pittlergasse.  During his trip to Ostrava in October, David took 
some photographs of it.  Although the location, between two shop windows of 
a drapery store is not very uplifting, the weathering of the memorial is very 
evocative and it does have quite an emotional effect. 
 
 

Battle of Zborov 
 
Dr Zdenëk Sladovník made a speech at the Memorial to the battle of Zborov, in 
October 1917, in the presence of the Mayor of Ostrava, The Head of the North 
Moravia region, the representatives of the Czech Union of Freedom Fighters and 
many others.  
 
 

 
 
 
Ostravice Holiday Home 
 
Many of you will have memories of, or will have heard about, the Children’s 
Holiday home in Ostravice.  We understand that the Kehilla is trying to sell 
the building, which is in need of care and attention.  The home was used 
after the war as a reception and recuperation centre for returning children 
and young adults. 
 
We do not know what plans the Kehilla has for the money raised by the sale 
or for the building if they are not able to sell it. 
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Jewish Museum in Prague 
 
The Jewish Museum in Prague have organised a very striking exhibition about 
Jewish life in Czechoslovakia under the communist regime. 
 
Visiting it is a very depressing experience but as Michal Frankl reminded us, 
however bad life was for the Jews under the communists, it was infinitely better 
than under the Nazis. 
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They have also set up a slide show, projecting photographs of Shoah victims onto 
an external wall of the Pinchas synagogue.  Their press release explains: 

On the evening of the anniversary of the first Nazi transport of Jews from the 

Czech lands, the Jewish Museum in Prague will be launching a projection of 

photographs of Holocaust victims. 
From 16 October 2017 onwards, people walking along Široká Street from the Charles 

University Philosophy Faculty in the evening hours will be able to see a projection of 

photographs onto the gable wall of the mikveh building on the grounds of the Pinkas 

Synagogue. The photographs show victims of Nazi persecution from the Czech lands. 

This projection is part of the ongoing modernization of the permanent exhibition in the 

Pinkas Synagogue memorial, which is a symbolic gravestone for the more than 78,000 

Jewish victims from Bohemia and Moravia. 

 
You can see the slide show:  slideshow_7sec_static_960x600_171019_bw.mp4 

 

 
Letter to my Son 
 
Ilse Weberová’s very moving poem ‘Letter to my Son’ written in Theresienstadt for 
her son, Hanuš, who had been sent on a Kindertransport to London to live with a 
Swedish diplomat is beautifully read during a concert, and you can see it with the 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3KOOozeUFk 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7zulkCJ6m2jSWduaWgtUEs3Q3c/view?usp=drive_web
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3KOOozeUFk
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New Books 
 
As well as ‘Ostrava and its Jews’ and the ‘Gazetteer of Ostrava Jewish 
Families’ a number of other relevant and interesting books have appeared or 
are about to be published: 

 

 Shanghai and the rescue of the Jews from Ostrava during the Second World War 
Published: 13.11.2015, Updated: 1.2.2016 09:54 

Section (s): World War II 

Author: Mečislav Borák 

 

The study by Mečislav Borák about the long journey of the Jews from Ostrava to 

exotic China for rescuing the Nazi threat. These dramatic events are today a nearly 

forgotten episode of World War II history. 

http://www.moderni-dejiny.cz/clanek/sanghaj-a-zachrana-zidu-z-ostravska-za-druhe-
svetove-valky/ 

 
 

 Two books on Ostrava, published by the City of Ostrava 

    

http://www.moderni-dejiny.cz/clanek/sanghaj-a-zachrana-zidu-z-ostravska-za-druhe-svetove-valky/
http://www.moderni-dejiny.cz/clanek/sanghaj-a-zachrana-zidu-z-ostravska-za-druhe-svetove-valky/
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 A book by Daniel Baránek about the Jewish Community as a whole, 
based on archival research. 

 
 
 

Letter to our Great-Grandchildren 
 
Ostrava celebrates the 750th anniversary of the first written mention of the town.  It 
appears in the last will and testament, dated 29th November 1267, of Bruno of 
Schauenburg, the Olomouc bishop.  To mark this defining moment, the Mayor and 
Council,with the cooperation of the City Archive decided to invite local people to 
leave hand-written messages for future generations.  A wooden box for messages 
was set up and open from October until 29 2017 and everybody could leave a 
message there.  On 29th November, the box was sealed and will be kept in the New 
Town Hall, to be opened in 50 years‘ time. 
 
When David met Blažena Przybylová a few days before her tragic accident, he was 
invited to leave a message.  Som in 50 years time, a message from the Kingston 
Ostrava Group will be read by the children of Ostrava! 

 
 

We wish all our readers  
A Happy Chanukah! 
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