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Ostrava and its Jews: Central European History and the Holocaust in Miniature. 

 
The Book is now going through the editing process which is, of course, more 
complicated than we had expected.  The first stage is for the text to be carefully 
edited to reduce unnecessary length, remove duplication and repetition, and to 
re-order some of the sections to provide a better flow for the narrative.  Valentine 
Mitchell introduced us to Lisa Hyde who will undertake this on our behalf.  She 
thinks that it will probably be the early autumn before she is able to deliver the 
complete edited version of the text which V-M will lay out for printing.    
 
Meanwhile we must sort out any permissions needed to reproduce the pictures 
that we select and begin to think about the launch. 
 
Lisa believes that the Book will be available in Spring 2018.   
 
The Gazetteer will appear at the same time. 
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We think that the hard-back version of the book will cost about GBP35 while the 
paperback versions of the book and the gazetteer will each cost about GBP20.  
Please let Monica or David know if you are interested in buying either or both 
volumes.  We will, of course, let you know the exact price and the publication 
date as soon as we know them. 
 
 

Stolpersteine 
 
We have firm commitments for 5 Stolpersteine and they will be laid by Gunter 
Demnig on 21st September.  The closing date for this campaign has just passed 
but it is possible we could still arrange to lay a Stein if we know very soon.  
Please let Monica or David know immediately if you would like to have one laid 
for a member of your family. 
 
We are also arranging to fix some plaques in the Cemetery Hall in September for 
those people for whom a Stolperstein is not suitable.  If you are interested in 
such a plaque please contact Monica or David as soon as possible. 
 
A leaflet in Czech about the Ostrava Stolpersteine has been published and is 
copied in the Appendix. 
 
 

News of Ostravaks 
 

Peter Erben 
 
Peter Erben died in May in Ashkelon.  He was 96.  He had been very involved 
with the Ostravak community and had provided a great deal of valuable 
information to us.  He had also been heavily involved with the Ostrava City 
authorities in setting up the memorial to the deportees to Nisko, in 2009.   
 
His autobiography was published by Wiley: “Auf eigenen Spur”.  He first met his 
wife, Eva née Löwidtová, in Theresienstadt and met again in Prague after the 
war and lived together happily ever after, emigrating to Israel in 1948.  David 
and she wrote and published her autobiography in English: “Escape Story”. 

 
 

Jomi Beck 
 
Dr Jomi Beck passed away in May after suffering for some months from a brain 
tumour.  He had written a very brief autobiography for a reunion of the 
Birmingham University medical students: 
 
Jomi Beck 

 

Having escaped from the clutches of the Nazis in 1939 I suppose that together with the 

rest of my family I am a victim of The Holocaust. My father after 6 weeks of 

incarceration in 1939 at the hands of the Gestapo was released and immediately realised 

the danger of the situation. He managed both by luck, courage and sheer determination to 
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get my mother, brother and myself out of Czechoslovakia ( long story in itself ) and 

finally to the UK. He had been a GP in Czechoslovakia, and was given permission to 

study again in Cardiff for a British degree which he was awarded after 2 years of further 

study. 

 

Before entering Med School in B’ham I was sent away from Merthyr Tydfil, where Dad 

was in practice, to Bromsgrove School where I was meant to learn to speak the Queen’s 

English without a welsh accent. Not sure if I succeeded but hey who cares ? 

Entered Med School with the rest of you October 1957 and shared a body with Tony 

Sethi, Guy Clendinnen, and Andy Donovan. Tony’s and my side of the body was a 

complete mess at the end of the year whereas the opposite side was neatly and beautifully 

dissected. We all know who became surgeons! 

 

I met Sue at a University golf match in 1958 and married her three years later. We have 

two lovely daughters and five grandchildren. I had a big practice in Bournemouth and 

played a lot of golf, became Captain of my golf club and ultimately President. I was 

elected President of the Bournemouth & Poole Medical Society and then President of the 

Hazard Golfing Society. All these things seem to happen when you get old. I achieved 

little else apart from a 3 handicap ( albeit for a very short time ) 

 

I now await the final curtain call without fear or trepidation surrounded as I am by a 

loving family, many really good friends and a proud graduate of a truly vintage Med 

School Year.” The Brummie 62ers” 

 

 
 

Sue and Jomi in 2010 
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Pavel Vransky 
 
Pavel Vransky has been promoted to the rank 
of Brigadier General in the Czech Army. 
 
http://www.mocr.army.cz/assets/informacni-
servis/zpravodajstvi/ok-
bio_vransky_cesky_170502.pdf 
 
After leaving High School in 1939, Pavel fled to 
Poland where he joined the Czech Legion.  
Interned by the Russians from 1939 to 1941 he 
was posted to the Middle East and fought in 
Syria and Tobruk.  In 1942 he joined the RAF in 
Bomber Command and had 600 hours of active 
flying service. 
 

After 1946 he joined the Czech Ministry of Transport and joined the Communist 
Party from which he was expelled in 1970. 
 
He was a member of the Central committee of the Czech union of Freedom 
Fighters and was Head of the Association of Foreign World War II Soldiers. 
 
Tom Auber 
 
Tom Auber came with us on a trip to Ostrava in 2010 and met a branch of his 
family (Auerbach, Stamberger) that he did not know existed!  Since then, inspired 
by our Ostrava reunions, the family have arranged their own family reunions.  
This year, Tom writes: 
 

We're having a Stamberger reunion in Sweden (where the 
late Arnost Rusek lived and died) in August.  There will be 

some coming who have never been to a reunion before (e.g. 
our Russian and NZ families). 

 
Ilan Kaufthal 
 
Ilan is arranging for Stolpersteine and plaques to be fixed in memory of his 
family from Ostrava, some of whom were murdered by the Nazis.  He has 
sent some photographs. 
 

 

http://www.mocr.army.cz/assets/informacni-servis/zpravodajstvi/ok-bio_vransky_cesky_170502.pdf
http://www.mocr.army.cz/assets/informacni-servis/zpravodajstvi/ok-bio_vransky_cesky_170502.pdf
http://www.mocr.army.cz/assets/informacni-servis/zpravodajstvi/ok-bio_vransky_cesky_170502.pdf
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Ilan’s father, Leo, with Leo’s 
grand-parents, David and 
Kateřina Kaufthal 

Leo with his son Alfred, Ilan’s 
half-brother 

  
Helena née Kalfus, Ilan’s 
paternal grandmother 

Hirsch Kaufthal, Ilan’s 
grandfather 

 
If you knew the Kaufthal family in Ostrava, we would like to hear from you. 
 
Peter Gordy 
 
Following our last Newsletter, Peter wrote to us offering help: 
 

…your article regarding the Czech Government's desire to settle cases of 

outstanding properties formerly owned by people dislocated by the war 

years. As you might recall, our family home, owned by my grandparents, 
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the Goldbergers was one of these properties and, after ten years of effort, 

returned by the Government to its rightful owners/heirs. 

 

Subsequent to the recovery I was successful in selling this property with the 

assistance of our Ostrava attorney who, over several years,I found to be 

hardworking, honest and possessed a working knowledge of English (rare 

during those years). 

 

After receiving your newsletter, I contacted him to see if he was in a 

position to take on new cases to which he replied affirmatively. In the event 

you know of such cases, please let me know and I'll put them in touch with 

our attorney. 

 
Peter Briess 

 
Peter and his daughter recently visited 
Ostrava and were guided round by 
Libuše and Michal Salomonovič 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Support from the Association of Jewish Refugees 
 
We have recently received a letter from the Association of Jewish Refugees, 
announcing the further availability of support funds: 
 

 
 

 
Memorial Service for Jozef Gabčik and Jan Kubiš 
 
The British Czech and Slovak Association told us about a memorial 
service for Jozef Gabčik and Jan Kubiš: 
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I am contacting you on behalf of a group of people who for some time now 

have been campaigning for a memorial to two Czech soldiers who in World 

War 2 were based in England while in Britain training and spent time in the 

village of Ightfield, befriending the local Ellison family.  These two 

soldiers, Josef Gabcik and Jan Kubis, were later flown back into 

Czechoslovakia, where they were instrumental in the assassination of 

Reinhard Heydrich. Operation Anthropoid was planned by the British SOE 

along with the Czechoslovak government in exile.  The story has recently 

been told in the film Anthropoid.  One of our members, John Martin, was a 

special advisor in the making of the film.  He has also written a book on the 

subject and gives tours in Prague and talks here in the UK. 

 

After many months of campaigning and fundraising, and many setbacks, we 

have now been given permission for the placing of a memorial stone at the 

Church of St John the Baptist in Ightfield, Shropshire.  The stone will be 

placed at the foot of the Ellison family headstone. 

 

A full church service will take place in the church on Sunday 23rd July at 

2pm.  There will be family members, ambassadors etc in attendance. 

 

The reason I have contacted you is to ask if you would share this 

information with your members in case anyone would like to attend this 

historic occasion. All are welcome 

 

Please contact Sally Jowitt (saljow1964@hotmail.co.uk) for further information. 

 
 
Naum Kleinberg and the Liberation of Ostrava 
 
Naum Kleinberg’s daughter found us on the web and sent us information about 
her late father who took part in the liberation of Ostrava by the Red army: 

 
My father Naum Kleinberg was born on the 10th of March 1925 in Russian 

city Oryol.  His Jewish parents came to Oryol from Latvia. Soon after my 

father’s birth they moved to Leningrad where they lived for the rest of their 

lives.  

 

In 1941, at the beginning of the WWII, Naum’s father Joseph Kleinberg 

joined the Red Army. Soon after that he was killed. 

 

Naum was a teenager when the WWII began. In 1943 he joined the Red 
Army. His military division was the part of the 38th Army. With this Army 

he participated in all the major military actions in the west of Russia and in 

Ukraine.  At the beginning of 1945 he was junior lieutenant of the 11th Rifle 

Corps which was a part of the 38th Army. He took part in the major winter 

offensive in Poland.  

 

In January 1945 Naum participated in the offensive southwest of Krakow on 

the approaches to Auschwitz followed by the liberation of the camp. 

x-apple-data-detectors://4/
x-apple-data-detectors://5/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
x-apple-data-detectors://7/
x-apple-data-detectors://7/
mailto:saljow1964@hotmail.co.uk


8 
 

In March 1945, together with the 38th Army, he took part in the offensive 

across the Czech border towards Ostrava. It was only at the end of April 

when Ostrava was taken.  Ostrava offensive began on the 15th April 1945. 

After artillery preparation Rifle Corps launched the attack. Naum 

participated in this attack together with the 11th Rifle Corps. German 

resistance was very determined.  

 

In this particular attack on the 15th of April 1945, Naum was badly 

wounded. The bullet went through his right elbow, narrowly missing his 

body. He was lucky to remain alive.  

 

 
Naum Kleinberg’s Decorations 

 

 
Old Postcards 
 
We have learnt of a website with old Czech Jewish postcards: 
www.judaica.cz.  You might also like 
http://www.eldridgestreet.org/events/list/ or  
http://forward.com/culture/369398/breathtaking-postcards-bring-lost-
synagogues-back-to-life/?attribution=articles-hero-item-text-1 
 

 
Czech Recognition of Jerusalem 
 
On 24th May, Jerusalem Day, the Czech Parliament approved the 
recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel: 
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0.7340.L-4967031.00.html  

 
 
Czech Citizenship 

Erez Pozek (pozek@013net.net), an Israeli lawyer of Czech origin, has 
offered his services (for which he will expect to be paid, I imagine):  

http://www.judaica.cz/
http://www.eldridgestreet.org/events/list/
http://forward.com/culture/369398/breathtaking-postcards-bring-lost-synagogues-back-to-life/?attribution=articles-hero-item-text-1
http://forward.com/culture/369398/breathtaking-postcards-bring-lost-synagogues-back-to-life/?attribution=articles-hero-item-text-1
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0.7340.L-4967031.00.html
mailto:pozek@013net.net
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…are any people that would like to use the help of a lawyer, in getting back 

Czech citizenship to them, and to their families. With the Brexit it might be 

useful. 

As you probably know it is possible to do this even without a lawyer, but 

from my experience some people prefer to hire someone that can help. 

 

Ostrava Old Photo 
 

Victoria Bursa has as always, found another interesting photograph: 

 
 
She says:  
 

It's on the main square. Melcer house in the background.  

Advertising on the horse and cart for a business, I don't know what kind. 

 
 

Wiener Library 
 
We are pleased that the Wiener Library in London now has a complete set 
of our Newsletters, in electronic format, which can be accessed by any of 
their readers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: david@lawsonassoc.co.uk  

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:david@lawsonassoc.co.uk
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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