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We did not expect to write another Newsletter so soon, but there is quite a lot of new, 
important and exciting material, so here it is! 

 
 
Ostrava and its Jews: Central European History and the Holocaust in Miniature. 

 
The three authors, David Lawson, Libuše Salomonovičová and Hana Šústková, 
expect that the two volumes will appear in the late autumn.  They are very 
pleased that Valentine Mitchell (http://www.vmbooks.com/) will publish Volume I, 
the main story, while Volume II, the Gazetteer of biographical details of 
interesting and important Ostrava families, will be published by Arcadia Press. 
 
We think that the hard-back version of Vol. I will cost about GBP35 while the 
paperback versions of Vol. I and Vol. II will each cost about GBP20.  Please let 
Monica or David know if you are interested in buying either or both volumes.  We 
will, of course, let you know the exact price and the publication date as soon as 
we know them. 
 
Meanwhile, the text needs to be finally and professionally edited and a 
subvention is required towards the costs of production and marketing, a total of 

33/35 Uxbridge Road 
Kingston upon 
Thames 
Surrey, KT1 2LL 
 
020 8546 9   370 
 
www. 
Kingston-synagogue.org.uk 

 

Londýnský kroužek Ostraváků 
Der Londoner-Ostrauerkreis 

Our Ostrava Group 

https://ksds.org.uk/ksds-2/ostrava-introduction/
http://www.vmbooks.com/


2 
 

GBP 5,000. We are therefore appealing for donations.  Please make cheques 
payable to KSDS Trust and send them to David, or by direct bank transfer to: 
 
Kingston, Surbiton and District Synagogue Trust 
Natwest Bank 
5, Market Place 
KINGSTON UPON THAMES 
Surrey 
UK 
 
Bank Account: KSDS Trust 
Account sort code 60-60-02;  
Account number 44551908          

IBAN:  GB15NWBK60600244551908 

SWIFT/BIC : NWBKGB 2L 

CHARITY NO: 1099735 
 

Memorial for the Main Synagogue 
 
Milena Slaninová, the President of the Ostrava Jewish Community sent us an 
invitation to the unveiling of the new Memorial: 

Please allow me to cordially invite you to the unveiling of the renewed 

memorial to Ostrava holocaust victims and to commemorate the burning down 

of the Main Synagogue in Ostrava. The unveiling will take place on the 

occasion of the TEMPLFEST festival to be held in Zeyerova Street Ostrava on 

23rd March 2017 at 2 p.m. with the attendance of Chief Rabbi Mr. Karol Sidon 

and other personalities. 

With sincere regards 

Milena Slaninová chairwoman of Ostrava Jewish Community 

 
Dr Jiří Hrdina and Radan have sent us some great photographs of the memorial 
itself being erected and of the unveiling ceremony.  You can see them at the end 
of this Newsletter and at https://www.petrjanecek.cz/index.php/2017/622-
odhaleni-pamatniku-obetem-soa 

 
 

IMPORTANT: Czech Government Search for Owners of Properties 
 
Radan has sent us a link to an important announcement by the Czech Government, 
appealing to owners of abandoned properties to come forward or lose their entitlement to 
the property:  
 
The official statement from the Office of the Government Representation in Property 

Affairs (UZSVM - Czech abbreviation), http://regiony.kurzy.cz/kn/uzsvm/nove.   

 

A rough translation reads: 

https://www.petrjanecek.cz/index.php/2017/622-odhaleni-pamatniku-obetem-soa
https://www.petrjanecek.cz/index.php/2017/622-odhaleni-pamatniku-obetem-soa
http://regiony.kurzy.cz/kn/uzsvm/nove
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Tens of thousands of properties do not have a clear owner. Looking for 

heirs 
 

Tens of thousands of properties in the Czech Republic do not have a clear 

owner. If such a property owner or the heirs do not opt in, they revert to the 

state. And time is running out to them. 

  

The vacuum is hovering over some plots since the end of the war. Part is 

located in the border area. There's nothing to build on them. Often it is a co-

ownership interests in forest or agricultural land, or the properties on which 

they stand irreversibly dilapidated building.  

Cadastre register a name and birth date on which it is obvious that these people 

no longer live, but the properties is a heritage no one has come forward. But 

already runs a total of ten-year period to ensure that potential heirs signed. 

Seven years after its expiry on 31 December 2023 plot accrue to the state. 

Usucaption. 

"Usually it's some kind of real estate or plots that were omitted from the 

inheritance or they did not catch happen when the owner died without heirs, in 

fewer cases, he can also persistent problems of post-war confiscation of 

property," he told Pravo Chairman of the Czech Office for Surveying, Mapping 

and Cadastre Karel Večeře. 

Specific cases solves the Office of the Government Representation in Property 

Affairs (UZSVM). 

  

210000 properties six thousand buildings. 

  

Cadastre had already handed over data on 160 thousand persons without proper 

identification. Interfere 210,000 parcels and six thousand buildings. Around ten 

thousand real estate is recorded on an unknown owners. What is the total area 

concerned, they represent the owners of plots with unclear over 40,000 

hectares, of which arable properties is 27,000 hectares, 11,000 hectares forests 

and permanent grass properties five thousand hectares. 

  

According to Director General Catherine OGRPA Arajmu unclear owner, be it 

even a minority, however, greatly complicates the opportunity to build on the 

properties or build water mains, sewers, bicycle paths and other infrastructure 

required for the development of municipalities. 

The new Civil Code, in force since 2014, therefore provides that if the property 

is abandoned, or after ten years of the state. 

"But it confused with expropriation would be a big mistake. Such property 

does not happen to anyone, but it will take care of her after she left the owner 

and does not care about her for many years, "he added Law for dinner. 

  

Most of the Zlín region and South Moravia 

  

With 120,000 people familiar cadastre date of death, but not yet settled 

heritage. Of the 52,000 persons they are foreigners and 47,000 data about birth, 

but so far is unable to identify with people register. It remains to those 162,000 

people passed OGRPA for which it is registered in the propertiesproperty right, 

but not the cadastre sufficient identification. 
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"Usually we know the name and surname of the terriers, and that's all," he 

explained Dinner. He stressed that this problem should propertiesrecords 

around the world and differ only range. 

OGRPA yet solved about ten percent of unclear ownership, ie 16,000. Usually, 

according to Dinner "For small plots of low value, occasionally with some 

structure." Very often it is the shares. 

The greatest incidence is in the Zlin region and the South Moravian region near 

the border with Slovakia, where there are many small co-ownership interests in 

agricultural and forest land. 

List of real estate owners with poorly identified publishes UZSVM. Took the 

initiative to launch about ten thousand probate proceedings. 

So, render and cadastre, but only in cases where it can find in the population 

register data on the death of a person and the death has been a long time. Over 

the last three years Cadastre initiated 46,000 probate proceedings. 

  

Not heirs? 

  

The most common result of an investigation of unclear properties ownership is 

the opening of succession (58 percent of cases), followed by a conclusion that 

the property is inspected was owned by the Czech Republic (12 percent of 

cases), and nine percent are enrolled owner himself. 

Most property owners with poorly identified is located in the Southern Region 

in the districts Breclav (48,252) and Hodonin (44,822). 

List of lack of identifiable owners OGRPA published on its website. 1. 2. The 

2017 contained 449 756 items. One item may own more inadequately 

identified owners, as well as inadequately identified one owner can own 

several properties. 

  

In seven years, accrue to the state, if not log heirs 

 
You may wish to seek good legal advice, if you think you may be one of those 
sought.  
  
 

Stolpersteine 
 
We have firm commitments for 5 Stolpersteine and some plaques to be fixed in 
the Cemetery Hall in September.  There is an opportunity for you to arrange 
further Steine to be laid in memory of members of your family killed by the Nazis.  
If you are interested, please contact Monica, David or Heinz 
(heinz@vogel.org.uk) with as much information requested in Appendix I as 
possible. 
 
 

Newsletter #47 – Follow-Up 
 
Jess Harden 
 
Hanna Slome (née Beer) was able to pass on some information about the 
Zehngut family to Jess, as did Madeleine Isenberg.  The power of our network is 
remarkable! 

mailto:heinz@vogel.org.uk
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Pavel Vransky 
 
Pavel wrote: 

 

Dear David, 

Thank you again for the Ostravacs Newsletter. It is always a nostalging 

remembrance of may early youth in Ostrava and Bohumín and of course of 

my mother who was so, as many others, murdered by the Nazis. Being now 

96 I am one of the few still alive, and am able to evaluate your work and 

your effort.  

Thank you again. Pavel Vranský (né Wechsberg)     

 

Rosemary Schonfeld 
 
Rosemary appreciated the article “What is interesting about Ostrava” and found 
the question “are there lessons here for us today?” both poignant and worrying.  
There was no answer to it. 
 
Soldiers from WWI 

 
David Prager provided information and photos of his great uncle, Rudolf Strach, 
killed early in the war on the Eastern front. 

 

Ostrava Old Photos 
 

Victoria Bursa has as always, found some more interesting photographs.  They 
are in Appendix II 

 

Parkes Institute Lecture 
 
David will be giving a lecture on 2nd May at 1800hrs at the Parkes Institute, 
Southampton University: “Ostrava and its Jews – Central European 
History and the Holocaust in Miniature”.  The brochure is attached as an 
Appendix. 
 
 

Pesach Greetings 
 
We wish all our readers a Chag Sameach, Good wishes for Pesach and a 
Happy Easter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change of Address 
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David has just moved house.  His new address is shown here but his 
email remains the same. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

David Lawson 
2 Voysey Close 
LONDON 
N3 3TR 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8371 6870 
Email: david@lawsonassoc.co.uk  

 

Monica Popper 

28 Exeter Court, 

Maple Road,  
SURBITON,  

Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:david@lawsonassoc.co.uk
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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Appendix I 
 

        INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR YOUR STOLPERSTEIN 
   Please complete one form for EACH person  

 
First name:  
  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Last name (Original): 
                                  --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Maiden name (if applicable):  
                                              ------------------------------------------------------------ 
Date of birth:                                                     
                     ------------------------------------            
 
Ostrava Address (or elsewhere): 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Deported to and date of deportation: 
                                                          -------------------------------------------------- 
Details of fate of the person: 
                                             ------------------------------------------------------------- 

               and where: 
                                 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

           (“died”, “killed”, or “???” for an unknown fate. “Flight into death” is used for 
suicide) 
 
Notes. 
 

Please complete, in English, Czech or German, with as much information as you can.  We will 
check names, dates etc and translate into Czech, if necessary.  You will see the text before it is 
finalised. 
 
In the case of buildings that no longer exist, the stone(s) will be laid at a distinctive place near the 
former building. Some house numbers and street names may also have changed, in which case 
please try to find out the exact current address. In addition it would be helpful if you could 
provide a photograph of the building, which would help us to check its present day address, if 
it has changed over the years. However, we will in any case, through the kind services of Libuše 
Salomonovičová, endeavour to fill any missing links for you. 
 

Gunter Demnig, who runs this project in Germany, would like the information for engraving on 
the stone(s), i.e. the exact address and description of the pavement, at least two months 
before the due date for laying. 
 

 
 
PLEASE reply to:  
Heinz Vogel, 23 Stanmore Court, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 3DS,     
heinz@vogel.org.uk 
 

mailto:heinz@vogel.org.uk
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Appendix II 
 
Memorial to the Main Synagogue 
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Appendix III 
 
Old Photos. 
 

 

 
Ignaz Schmelz rebuilt it and created a business and apartment house of  Ignaz 
Schmelz as we know it. Then Hugo Wechsler bought it and developed the 
house as Textilia.  
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Restaurant Landek summer 1937 

 
 
Appendix IV 
 

Parkes Institute 

2016-17 Programme.pdf
 

Click on this link 
 


