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Our Pesach Questions 
 
Why is this Newsletter different from other Newsletters?  In other Newsletters we do not 
have even one Appeal but in this Newsletter we appeal twice. 
 
The answer, of course, is our Ostrava Archive.   
 
 

Our Ostrava Archive and the Jewish Museum in Prague (JMP) 
 
You know that all the material we have collected on Ostrava will be preserved in the 
Jewish museum in Prague (JMP) and the transfer of the first (small) part of our archive 
to JMP for safe-keeping, conservation, and making available has begun.  Some copies 
of the interviews we have carried out with Ostravaks have already been sent to Prague.  
At the same time we heard that one of our Ostravaks is already in contact with JMP to 
donate some artifacts directly.  Having our Archive available through the JMP will 
ensure that the memory of Ostrava and its Jewish community will be permanently 
preserved and maintained. 
 
Dr Leo Pavlat, the Director of the Jewish Museum in Prague (JMP) has appointed Dr 
Michal Frankl (Head of the Shoah history Department) as our JMP partner. 
 
The first actions that we intend to carry out are: 
 

1. Organise all our material and put it into a form that can be readily 
accessed and used by other researchers in the future 

2. Fill in as many of the gaps in the material as we can 
3. Arrange that the archive is stored and hosted in a place that will ensure 

that it continues to be accessible to any scholars who want it. 
 
To do that properly, we will need the help of an historian/archivist probably for 1 year 
working 50% of their time, supported by ongoing efforts of our Ostrava Group.  We will, 
of course, continue to extend the Archive.  Thereafter, we intend writing The Ostrava 
Story for publication.  
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Main Duties of the Archivist 
1. Help organise the material and put it into an appropriate format so that it can 

be readily accessed by future researchers.  This will include translating or 
summarizing into English material in German or Czech. 

2. Help fill in as many gaps in the archive as possible.  In particular, this will 
involve close liaison with Mrs Libuše Salomonovičová who, as you know, 
has a remarkable archive of her own on Ostrava  

3. Liaise with Dr Frankl on the best way of organizing and presenting the 
material 

Unfortunately, all of this will take money!  We estimate it will cost £10,000 for an archivist 
for half time for a year, including all social, travel and other costs.  So we are making 

APPEALS 
 

1. If you have original documents photographs or other artifacts, please let me have 
either good quality photographs or scans of them or even the original material to 
be included in our Archive 
 

2. If you would like to support our work and contribute to the costs of 
employing the Archivist please make your cheque payable to KSDS 
Cultural and Educational Committee (Charity No. 1099735.) and send it to 
David Lawson or by electronic transfer to  
Barclays Bank  
Sort Code 20-46-76 
Account Number  70853909 
 
If we cannot find funding, then this work on the archive will not happen and that 
would be a great shame. 

 
Please let us know if Gift Aid Relief can be obtained on your donation. 
 

 
If you have not already done so, please sign the attached Permission to include your 
materials in the Archive 
 

 
The Great 2009 Ostravak Gathering 
 
On Sunday March 8th, 6 days short of the 70th Anniversary of the German occupation of 
Ostrava, almost 60 of us met in the Synagogue to hear about the latest findings, see 
some of the photographs and chart about old times.  Before the talk, David Prager sang 
El moleh rachamim most movingly and Philip Heitlinger recited Kaddish. 
 
There were several new Ostravaks there: Naomi Finkelstein and her twin sister Nurit 
Harpaz (née Brodavka); Felix Beck, Fred Austin (née Stiller), Elliot Renton and Werner 
Reichenbaum, and, as has happened on previous occasions, many sudden 
recognitions and co-incidences. 
 
Naomi recognized Arnošt Lichtenstern in a photograph (sent by Peter Erben – née 
Eisenberg) of a sports day in Ostrava.  Arnošt was the father of Naomi’s best friend in 
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Israel, Irit Gannor.  When I sent Irit a copy of the picture, she emailed back “Dear David, 
I do not have enough words to thank you, after sending me my late father's pictures. I 
was so excited, and started immediately to cry....” 
 
Leo Wiener recognized the name of Eva Arend (née Waller) whom I mentioned in the 
talk.  The Waller family lived next door to Leo’s family in Svinov and he remembered the 
family! 
 
And George Roden (Rosenstayn) and Kurt Berger suddenly recognized each other as 
they looked at a photo of a class in the Jewish School of 1931 where they were both 
present.  They had not seen each other for 70 years! 
 
 

  
 
David Prager (at the back) coming to sing George Roden, Kurt Berger and Ursula 

Ader 
 
 

Ostrava Talks 
 
We have recently given 2 talks to the Association of Jewish refugees, in Hampstead 
and in Bournemouth.  The AJR organiser complimented us on the Hampstead talk – 
“No-one fell asleep!”  No-one fell asleep in Bournemouth, either and we discovered 2 
more Ostravaks!  Susi Ellis’s grandfather was Alois Barber, born on 15/7/1878 in 
Ostrau (or possibly Biala).  His wife was Irma Rosenzweig (Romhany) and they were 
married on 7/2/1909. 
 
Herta Kammerling’s family was Plaschke (or Plaček).  We have so far found nothing 
about the family.  Does anyone recognize the name? 
 
We gave an extended version of the same talk, Steel and Schnapps, Sausages and 
Soldiers, Scrolls and Survival - the Story of Ostrava to Limmud at Brighton.  )The text 
and slides of the talk are available on our website: http://www.kingston-
synagogue.org.uk/group.php?c=50)   An audience of about 30 included another 
Ostravak family!  Nicolas Werner’s father John was ill with a cold so could not be there, 
but was very excited to find that I was talking about his home town.  I hope to meet 
John after Yom Tov. 

http://www.kingston-synagogue.org.uk/group.php?c=50
http://www.kingston-synagogue.org.uk/group.php?c=50
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Kingston University has also become involved in our Ostrava Project and, on 6th May, 
Philip Spencer is giving a lecture (see the flyer at the end of the Newsletter) 
 
BCSA Review. 
 
The British Czech and Slovak Association Review has published an article about our 
Ostrava archive and its transfer to the Jewish Museum in Prague.  Our fame continues 
to spread! 
 

 
 
 
Recent Findings 
 
Michal Efrat (née Evelyn Schlachet) who now lives in Israel has sent 2 DVDs of her 
telling her life story.  It is in Ivrit and we hope to have it translated into English in the 
next few weeks and the discs and translation will be sent to the JMP as part of our 
Archive.  Brian Fisher has given us a copy of a tape made by his mother, Eliška, of her 
memories and we have made a CD copy which will be part of the Archive. 
 
We visited Herbert Lester and his daughter Anne Shaw.  Herbert’s late wife was Lisa 
Tschiassny and Libuše has reported on the family: 
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Family of Liese Tschiassny is not very big. She had no siblings. Her father Max was born in 
Přerov 26.8.1886 and worked as a teacher at the German “girls” gymnasium and at German 
commercial school where he taught Czech language. In 1920 got married and his wife Anna, 
nee Haller, is from big old family from Ostrava. In 1939 Liese left to Israel and her parents were 
deported from Prague to Terezin and from there to Auschwitz, where both perished 15.Dec. 
1943.   

 

Otto Hornung was a friend of Liese and they attended dancing class together in 
Ostrava: 

 

 
 

Otto met Liese again in Palestine during the war and Liese introduced Otto to his first 
wife.  Herbert told us of Lucy Perkin (Winkelsberg) and we hope to visit her soon. 
 
Daniella Torsh has written to us from Balmain, New South Wales, Australia: 
 

My links with Ostrava are not huge. My great uncle Berthold WINTER and his wife and son lived there for 
many years. He was a younger brother of my grandmother Ida THORSCH. They were born in Strážnice 
(she in 1871 and he in 1876) and came form a large family who lived in a  house on the town square. I 
visited there last year. 
Berthold as far as I know was an engineer who worked for the railways. He studied in Kroměříž after first 
attending school in Strážnice. He married Albertine LOEW who came from Prerov and they were married 
in Hodonin in 1907. I don’t have any pictures of him his wife or son.  
In 1911 their son Bedřich was born and registered in Prerov. I don’t know what sort of work Bedřich did 
as an adult or where he lived either. 
The Ostrava archive says they moved there in 1912 and they lived at Českobratrska 610. I went there in 
2007 and took some photos but don’t remember where they are right now. 
I don’t know where Bedřich went to school or where Berthold worked. 
I do know that earlier he had lived in Frýdek and worked for the Prazma Estate. The archive in Frýdek 
Mistek gave me his addresses when he lived in Frýdek before his marriage 

 

Does anyone have any more information or remember Berthold? 
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Bertie Goldberg recognized the name of Uri Meretz (formerly März) and asked if he 
was related to Bertie’s old school friend, Rudi.  Uri confirmed that Rudi was his cousin 
who lived in Israel until his death in 1994. 
 
I visited the Jewish Museum in Prague to discuss arrangements for the transfer of our 
Archive and while I was there, I spent an hour in their Ostrava Archive and found some 
amazing material.  There is the Donations Book for the Old People’s Home where 
donations made on the occasion of family simchahs are recorded.  Among the 
celebrations was the Schröter Korn Wedding on 9th August 1925.  It was of Susan 
Saady’s Aunt and her daughter lives now in Montreal.  One page recorded a wedding 
of Eli Theiberger and Gita Rind (née Thieberger) writes:  
 

“I believe that the wedding was my of my father's cousin, Eli Thieberger ("Eli" might be 

an abbreviation). She married an Eisinger and died only two months ago in Israel aged 

101. She has a daughter and a son living in Israel. I think that the signature "J 

Thieberger" is my father's,” 
 
The last page in the book was dated 12 March 1939, 2 days before the German 
invasion! 
 

Can you recognize anyone 
here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindertransport Memorial 
Journey 
 
Libuše has an article from a 
Czech newspaper, describing 
a train journey being 
arranged in September from 
Prague to London to 
commemorate Nicholas 
Winton’s amazing work and 
the Kindertransports.  Jan 
Bettelheim has very kindly 
translated it for us: 
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Winton’s train will leave from Prague again 

 

(PRAVO Tuesday 20.may 2008) 

 

A historic train, a remainder of the actions of Nicholas Winton, who sent to safety in 1939 some 

669 Czechoslovak children , will leave Prague again on 1st September 2009. Project WINTON 

TRAIN has been presented yesterday by the organisers at the Prague main railway station.  

 

Mr Winton celebrated on Monday his 99 birthday in a great style - flying 2 ½ hours in an ultra 

light plane over the river Thames.A train with 2 steam engines and 9 couches will leave on 

1.9.2009 with expected arrival to the Liverpool station on 3.September. It is hoped that it will 

be met there by Mr.Winton who would  reach 100 years of age.   

 

Passenger will have to change once in the Netherlands. Britain has a different rail system 

preventing the Czech train to continue on its journey.  On the contrary, in order to maintain the 

historic theme the train will cross the channel on a historic ferry, perhaps a ship of 1947 

vintage. Among the passengers there will be descendants of the saved,  mostly Jewish children, 

students and important European personalities.  According to the organisers Winton train, the 

inspiration of good will, should symbolise the invincible drive for freedom and a clear 

declaration of rejection of national, religious and racial hater.  

 

Winton succeeded between March  and September 1939 to remove from Prague 669 

endangered  children. They found new homes in the safety of British families. Major part of 

their parents and families perished in the holocaust. The saved ones have by now some 5000 

descendants. 

 

For his courageous action the Queen elevated  Winton to a knighthood and the Czech president 

Klaus awarded him the order of T.G.Masaryk. Czech students have proposed him for a Nobel 

Peace medal, supported by now by some 50 000 signatures.   

 
 
Trip to Ostrava 
 
Some of you have suggested that we should organise a trip to Ostrava.  This would be 
a guided visit and would almost certainly include a visit to Prague and/or Krakow and 
possibly Auschwitz and would probably last about 5 days.  We would arrange Kosher 
food for everyone.  I do not know how much this would costs but I imagine about £700 
per person. 
 
Please let me know, without commitment, if you would be interested in such a trip and 
how many would be in your party. 
 
Star of Television! 
 
BBC television are going to screen a series of programmes – Heir Hunting - about the 
difficulties in claiming compensation for life insurance policies taken out before the War 
and Otto Hornung will be the focus of one of the programmes.  The series will be 
broadcast sometime in July and I will let you know as soon as we get firm information 
about dates and times. 
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Any more Ostravaks? 
 
Please pass the word about our group to any other Ostravaks that you know and let us 
know about them, as well.  And please let us have any more news of yourself and your 
family. 
 

Don’t forget any contributions top the Ostrava Archive Fund! 
 
Monica Popper 
Ranelagh Cottage  
7 Ailsa Road 
TWICKENHAM 
Middlesex 
TW1 1QJ 
UK 
 
Tel 00 44 20 8891 3508 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net  

David Lawson 
29 Malcolm drive 
SURBITON 
Surrey 
KT6 6QS 
UK 
 
Tel: 00 44 20 8390 8142 
Email: lawsonassoc@btinternet.com  
 

mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com


 9 

 
 

 

 

 



 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ostrava Archive – Permission to include your data 

We intend to deposit our Ostrava archive, which comprises hard copy printed material 
together with electronic files including messages and images, in the Jewish Museum in 
Prague (JMP).  Because of the Data Protection Act, I need to have your consent that the 
information you have provided may be included in the transfer. 

If for any reason you prefer your family data not to be transferred with the archive, then this 
will be deleted and/or where practicable returned to you.  If there is some intermediary action 
that can feasibly be taken, such as elimination of your email address or any other current 
personal data, then we can certainly look at that.  On balance it would clearly be easier not 
to edit material, and in any event we very much hope that you will give your consent to the 
transfer of this material, together with other family histories that we have assembled.  Each 
story adds importance and significance to the others. 

If you have any more material (either originals or copies) that could and should be 
preserved in this way and made available to future researchers, please let me have it 
to include in the archive which will be sent to the JMP. 
 

I agree that my material should be included in the Archive transferred to JMP and made 

available to bona fide researchers: 

 

Signed…………………………………………… 

 

Name (Print)……………………………………….. 

 

Date…………………………………………………… 
 
 
Please return to Dr David N Lawson 
   29 Malcolm Drive 

Surbiton 
Surrey 
KT6 6QS 
UK 
 
Fax:   00 44 20 8390 8142 
Email: lawsonassoc@btinternet.com  

 

mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com

