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Introduction 
 
It is a long time since we produced Newsletter #4 and I apologise for the delay.  A lot 
has happened since November so I hope that all the news now will, at least partly, 
compensate for the delay. 
 
One of the exciting things is that we have discovered (or rather you have introduced) 
new Ostravaks into our Circle.  Please do continue to tell us about any other Ostravaks 
or their families that you know – the more the merrier! 
 
 
Ostravak Gathering - March 2008  
 
On 16th March, we had a delightful gathering of Ostravaks in the Synagogue, together 
with members of the Kingston Community.  The Guest of Honour was HE The Czech 
Ambassador, Mr Jan Winkler who had been one of our guests at the Service of Re-
Dedication of our sefer last year.  Our unofficial guests of honour were, of course, the 
Salomonovič family (who joined us from Vienna, Prague, New Malden and Ostrava) 
and especially Liba Salomonovičová.  She, as you all know, has an incredible archive 
about the Jewish community of Ostrava and is indefatigable in finding out obscure 
facts about any new Ostravak we find.  Other Ostravaks came from throughout the 
United Kingdom and from the USA, with a message from Zipporah Nir (geb. 
Loewinger) from Israel. 
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Michal Salomonovič, who is much more efficient than we are, produced a report of the 
meeting which appeared in Maskil, the Journal of the Czech Jewish community.  It is in 
Czech but Ruth Berger (geb. Folkartová) kindly translated it for us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is an extract: 

 
…About 80 people gathered, representing all “waves” of pre- and post-war emigration.  The Czech 
Ambassador, Mr Jan Winkler, introduced the meeting.  After his speech, a screening of new 
documents and commentary followed, which was of great interest.  When a drawing by the painter 
Leo Hass, of Oskar Liebreich from the time of Nisko was shown, from the dimmed hall the voice of 
78 year old Lydia Tischler (geb. Folkartová) was heard saying “That’s my uncle!” It was a very 
moving moment. 
…..people formed small circles and larger groups discussing all sorts of topics and there certainly 
was a lot to discuss.  One of the Ostravaks who was there, for instance, was Otto Hornung, a war 
veteran from Tobruk who also is Chairman of the International Association of Philatelic Journalists.  
Also present were George Rosenstayn (Roden), Sir Bernard Rix (grandson of the owner of the 
famous Rix store) and relations of Starý Borger. 
Guido Alis brought a chronicle of his father who before the war was an international ice-hockey 
referee who “whistled” at the World Championship between Great Britain and Canada. 
The pleasant afternoon was coming to an end but much could have been discussed.  Many more 
questions remain unanswered for our next meeting!  …How good it is that Ostrava lives on, because 
Ostrava is Ostrava! 
 

You can find more about the meeting, including the text of a short speech by Radan 
Salomonovič and the presentation that the “Scrollers” (the unofficial name of our 
Kingston Group) made on the web site: http://www.kingston-
synagogue.org.uk/group.php?c=50 .  A report of the event was broadcast on Czech 
radio, as their London reporter attended the event!  And the Jewish Chronicle 
published an article about it, so your fame is really spreading 
 
Mr Winkler presented us with a copy of Pošta v ghettu Terezín 1941-1945, describing 
the Mail Service in the Terezín Ghetto.  It is now in our archive, in the synagogue 
 
There was great excitement when George Roden recognised himself on a school 
photograph from the late 1920s!  Peter Erben (geb Eisenberg) sent a copy of a Makabi 
Journal from 1932 which also excited great interest, mainly because of all the small 
advertisements for businesses and cafés that everyone recognised.  A copy of some of 
the pages is attached at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
Yehuda Bakon sent a copy of the catalogue of an exhibition of his paintings, held in the 
Cathedral at Wuerzburg (unfortunately the exhibition is now closed).  The pictures 
were wonderful!   
 
World Jewish Relief benefited by £120, collected during the afternoon.

Lydia and Ruth Folkartová with  
Michal Salomonovič 
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Ostravaks 
 
Among the Ostravaks at the gathering were some whom the Scrollers had not 
previously met.  It was great to meet them all and we hope to visit and interview in the 
next few months: 
 

Tom Auber (geb Auerbach) 
Richard Taylor (family Engel) 
Vivian Levy (mother was Editha Gottlieberová) 
Otto Hornung 
Sir Bernard Rix 
Hannah Connors (geb. Oppenheim) 

 
 
Leo Wiener and Peter Erben 
 
Through the efforts of Liba, Peter Erben discovered that he is related to Leo Wiener 
who, in turn, is related to Ruth Elias (geb. Huppert) and Henry (Jindřich) Heitlinger.  
Peter’s aunt was Augusta Kassler who was Leo’s grandmother! 
 
 
Lilly Reiser 
 
Lydia Tischlerová gave us the name and email address of Lilly Reiser, from New York.  
She was born in 1924 in Ostrava and her parents were Elsa (geb. Grun) and Isidor 
Reiser.  Lilly is the first person we have met who actually remembers the burning of the 
shul in Ostrava.  Her father was able to go into the ruins and rescue a Chanukaih, 
which has pride of place in Lilly’s house.  She writes; “When the Temple was set on 
fire we all ran out to the streets.  We watched as the Temple burned and saw the fire 
shooting out through the roof.  My father ran in and rescued this piece.  Following 
Germany's occupation and our transport to Terezín my father gave photographs, 
sentimental belongings and this breastplate (chanukiah) to a Gentile man, whose 
name I do not recall.  When my father and mother returned to Ostrava the gentile man 
returned our belongings to my father.  I do not have any details on where these 
heirlooms where hidden while we were in concentration camp.  My father and mother 
then took this piece with them to Israel, in 1949, to join my brother who had arrived in 
Israel in 1948.”    
 
 
The Curator of Metal objects at the Jewish Museum in Prague has seen this 
photographs and confirms that it is a Chanukiah, of Eastern European manufacture 
and probably dating from the turn of the nineteenth/twentieth century. 
 
Lilly also remembers Peter Erben and describes him as being "fantastically good 
looking."  He obviously made a big impression!



 
Lilly Reiser and the Chanukiah 

 
 
Anna Grant  
 
We very recently were introduced (by telephone, through the Association of Jewish 
Refugees!) to Anna Grant whom we also hope to interview soon.  Liba has provided 
some family background: 
 

Anna Grant, born Fink, *7.9.1921 in Moravská Ostrava is the daughter of Fink Salomon 

and Helena (born Bergofen). Her mother Helena and siblings Hanuš *1928 and Mary 

*1931 were deported from Prague by transport D to ghetto Łódź (Litzmannstadt), where 

the track disappears. Besides mentioned siblings she had also one brother Jindřich, who 

died at his age of five. When the mother was deported, she was already a widow. The fate 

of Anna’s father I do not know.  

 

Her mother’s family lived in Ostrava too. Her mother’s parents were Bergofen Ruben 

(*1864 +1933) and Anna, born Ebel (*1868+1918). They had six children:  Jakob, Adolf, 

Helena, Regína, Lotty and Markus.  

 

 
 
Michael Honey (Honigwachs) 
 
Michael did not live in Ostrava, but in Nový Jičín and later in Valašské Meziříčí, but Ostrava  
was the nearest large town.  Michael’s elder brother, Dr Leo Honigwachs, married Traute,  
the daughter of JU Dr Emil Kämpf, the senior Judge in Moravská Ostrava, who presided  
over the Patscheider case in 1936 and later paid for it with his life.  Michael now lives in  
Israel, but did spend some time living in Surbiton about 200 meters from where David  
Lawson lives and immediately opposite where David Prager lives! 
 
Michael also has some information about how the Baťa family helped Jewish employees 
escape the Nazis.



 
George (Jiři) and Werner Reichenbaum 
 
A member of Kingston shul introduced us to Mrs Sandra Renton, the widow of George 
Renton (Reichenbaum).  George’s father was an architect and master builder who regularly 
played chess with the Police Chief in Ostrava.  One day he ‘phoned George’s father 
unexpectedly to say, “If I don’t see you again, all the best!”.  George’s parents took the hint 
and fled.  The police came looking for them 20 minutes later! 
 
George’s second cousin, Werner, lives in Hamburg and, before he retired, was the German 
Ambassador to Chile.   
 
 
Kingston College, Kingston University 
 
Last week, Heinz Vogel and David Lawson presented the “Ostrava Story” to a group of 15 
pre-university students who were studying history and the holocaust.  They were interested 
in a story which, at least to them, was quite new and asked some questions of which the 
last one was; “Why have the Jews always been the target of discrimination and hate?”  
How do you answer that? 
 
On a happier note, we have been discussing our work with the Head of the Local history 
department in Kingston University with the idea of some possible collaboration on a serious 
research project, leading to publication (in some format) of the History of Ostrava and its 
Jewish Community.  We know that it is fascinating story – it is encouraging to find that 
others think so, too.  So watch this space! 
 
 
Escaping through the Coal Mines 
 
Heinz Vogel was recently approached by Dr Ina Boesch, a Swiss historian and journalist for 
the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation who is writing a book about rescuers (people who 
helped others to cross borders illegally, from the 1930s to the present day).  One section in 
that includes a portrait of a Czech Engineer from Ostrava, who helped organise people’s 
escapes into Poland following the Nazi invasion by going through the Ostrava coal mines 
into post-October 1938 Polish occupied Czech lands.  This was Heinz’s father’s method of 
escape. However, sources of information on this escape route are very few and Dr Boesch 
would be very pleased to hear of anyone who has anything to add to this – first hand or 
anecdotal.  If any of our Ostravaks know of anyone who did escape that way, or has 
anything to add to this story, please let us know. 
 
 
Ostrava Klezmer Group 
 
The Ostrava Klezmer Group, under the direction of Dr Tomaš Novotny will be coming to 
London once again in August (week commencing 9th August) to take part in the Klezfest.  
They are looking or accommodation (there will be 5 or 6 of them).  If anyone can offer 
accommodation or would like further information, please contact David Lawson (020 8390 
8142). 



 
What’s Next? 
 
Do you know of any more Ostravaks?  We are always looking to extend our circle, so 
please let us know of them and please  tell others about us. 
 
The Ostravak Gathering on 16th March was such a success that we are thinking of 
repeating it next year.  Do you think that would be a good idea?  Please let us know what 
you think. 
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