
1 
 

 
 

 
https://ksds.org.uk/ksds-2/ostrava-introduction/   

 
 

 
 
 

Number 46  Chanukah  December 2016,  
 

Spreading the Story ............................................................................ 1 
 Lectures .................................................................................... 1 
 The Book .................................................................................. 2 
Follow-up from Newsletter #44 ........................................................... 3 
Sir Nicholas Winton Memorabilia ........................................................ 4 
Ostrava Old Photos............................................................................. 7 
Stolpersteine ....................................................................................... 9 
Return to the Police Station in Ostrava ............................................... 9 
The Ostrava Song ............................................................................... 11 
Chanukah Greetings ........................................................................... 12 

 
 

Spreading the Story 
 
Lectures 
 
David will be giving a number of talks about Ostrava in the new year: 
 
JW3 - London Jewish Cultural Centre  
“Ostrava and its Jews: Development, Destruction and Recreation as a Virtual Worldwide 
Community” on Monday 23rd January at 1430hrs. 
 
Wimbledon Synagogue, Food for Thought Group 
“The Wild East – Ostrava, a town built by Jewish immigrants” on Thursday 16th 
March at 1100hrs 
 
Parkes Institute, University of Southampton 
“Ostrava and its Jews: Central European History and the Holocaust in miniature” 
on Tuesday 2nd May at 1800hrs. 
 
You are, of course, invited to attend.  Please let David or Monica know if you 
would like to be there so that we can tell the organisers to make sure there are 
enough seats and cups of tea. 
 
The Book 
 
Yes, the text is complete, subject to final checking of fact, references, spelling 
and grammar and the title is “Ostrava and its Jews: Central European History 
and the Holocaust in Miniature”.  The structure of the book is 
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The book itself runs to about 120,000 words and the Gazetteer (Appendix 3), 
which is a set of biographical data about 180 or so Ostrava families, runs to 
80,000 words.  In both cases there are many photographs to illustrate the story.  
We are now trying to find a suitable commercial or academic publisher but, if we 
cannot, we will rely on Richard Joseph of Arcadia Press who volunteered to print 
some copies for us, as a special favour. 
 
 

Newsletter #46 – Follow-Up 
 
Leo Pavlát, Director of the Jewish Museum in Prague (JMP), sent us New Year 
greetings: 

 

 
 
As always, we like to hear from our readers with either comments on what we 
have written or new items to include.  It is particularly gratifying to read that you 
enjoy the Newsletters. 
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Hanna Slome and Peter Briess wrote: 
 Keep up the wonderful work you are doing.   Love, Hanna 

 Thank you, Wish you a Shona Tova and keep up the great work you are doing!  

 Peter 
 

George Tyrell had some news about a Holocaust Centre in Westminster Abbey: 
 

Dear David, Many thanks for the latest newsletter. Two items prompt me to 

respond:  

The school project;  

Whenever I encounter such stories, as also reports about the welcome visiting 

groups have received in Ostrava , I reflect that in regard to restoration of 

property the behaviour of the Czechs has, at least in my and two Israeli 

cousins' experience been very different. Some twenty years of efforts by one 

of my Israeli cousins have met with one obstruction after another. Recently 

with the help of Radan I discovered that our grandfather's property 

is listed in the Prague Land Registry but the listing is encrypted! What other 

reason would there be to encrypt a listing other than concealment.   

 

The other item in your newsletter is about the National Holocaust Museum. I 

recently was contacted by a memorial foundation established by David 

Cameron when Prime Minister. There will be a learning centre and museum 

in Westminster. About 112 survivors were interviewed by Natasha Kaplinsky, 

on video, myself included, which will be included in the records of this 

museum, so there will be a museum also in London.  

With best wishes George Tyrrell. 

 
Hanni Grunpeter wrote to us from Chile, for information about her long-lost 
cousin.  Hanni thought that Pavel Vransky could help but his Windholz contact is 
someone else, unfortunately. 

Dear David: Together with my really best Rosh Hashaná wishes and sharing 

all the congratulations about your work, I would love to contact Pavel whose 

letter on page 6 of the last Ostrava Newsletter which I have attached. He 

mentioned a girl whose surname was Windholz and I,m still searching for my 

cousin, Vera Windholz .  

Thanking you once more for all your efforts 

Yours sincerely 

Hanni Grunpeter Windolz from Chile 

 

If anyone has any information, please contact Monica or David. 
 
 

Sir Nicholas Winton Memorabilia 
 
Nicholas Winton’s family recently auctioned some of his memorabilia 
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Tom Kolisch bought some scrapbooks produced for Winton by the children of Louny and 
Základni schools, which are very moving and impressive, as well as other material.  He will 
donate all of it to the Jewish Museum in Prague in the New Year but has said that he is 
happy to show it to anyone who is interested.  Please contact Tom directly (01483 711 
922) to make the necessary arrangements. 
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The JMP wrote to him: 

  Dear Mr. Kolisch, 

From my colleague Pavla Hermína Neuner, I received your general offer to 

donate materials related to Sir Nicholas Winton to the Jewish Museum in 

Prague.  

The museum´s Shoah History Department focuses on the study of written 

and photographic documents relating to the Second World War period and 

the Holocaust. All our collections are being continually expanded and we 

still welcome gifts and loans from individuals and institutions. We are 
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focusing intensively on the digitization and editing or archive materials. 

Therefore, we are very interested to receive the documents (or digital scans) 

relating to the Sir Nicholas Winton and we can promise to take  good care of 

them as well to make them available to historical research. If you would 

agree and if this complies with the privacy laws, we can also publish the 

acquired materials in our online collections available. 

 

 

Ostrava Old Photos 
 

We have a great selection of old Ostrava photographs for you to enjoy.  This is 28 řijna 
avenue, from the main square looking towards the Imperial Hotel and Dvořak Theatre, 
sent by Victoria Bursa. 
 

 

She also sent a picture of her family’s (Melzer) shop from the main square, with 
the German rather than Czech spelling, and a link to YouTube for a series of old 
photographs https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=hRKgPv0WnwA 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=hRKgPv0WnwA
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Miša Salomonovič sent a pictorial and musical link: 
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.c

om%2Fkomentovane.prohlidky.ostravy%2Fvideos%2Fvb.181863811876211%2F115241

6398154276%2F%3Ftype%3D3&show_text=0&width=560  

Ann Altman sent a photograph from 1923: 

 
 

David, I was looking at the above photograph on the Facebook page of 
Historická Ostrava and it occurred to me that you might, possibly, not be aware 
of this treasure trove of photos from Ostrava's past.   

Historic Photos of the chess players (1923) 
Source: 

http://www.clubedexadrez.com.br/portal/xadrezematibaia/fotos_historicas.htm 

https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fkomentovane.prohlidky.ostravy%2Fvideos%2Fvb.181863811876211%2F1152416398154276%2F%3Ftype%3D3&show_text=0&width=560
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fkomentovane.prohlidky.ostravy%2Fvideos%2Fvb.181863811876211%2F1152416398154276%2F%3Ftype%3D3&show_text=0&width=560
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fkomentovane.prohlidky.ostravy%2Fvideos%2Fvb.181863811876211%2F1152416398154276%2F%3Ftype%3D3&show_text=0&width=560
http://www.clubedexadrez.com.br/portal/xadrezematibaia/fotos_historicas.htm
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Miša also sent a link to the history of the Ostrava Jewish Community, in German: 
http://www.jüdische-gemeinden.de/index.php/gemeinden/m-o/1251-maehrisch-
ostrau-maehren 
 
 

Stolpersteine 

 
Last year we arranged, once again, to have Stolpersteine laid in memory of 
family members murdered by the Nazis.  We have just heard from a new 
Ostravak, Ilan Kaufthal from the USA who wishes to arrange Steine for his 
parents.  Ideally we would want to arrange for Gunter Demnig’s to lay 12 or so 
Steine on the same day, to make full use of his time and to minimise the costs.  
Please let Monica or David know, as soon as possible, if you are interested in 
having Stolpersteine laid in memory of your family.  The cost is likely to be 
GBP135 per Stein. 

 
 
Return to the Police Station in Ostrava 
 
Petr Brod sent an interesting article from Gideon Levy in Haaretz (Israeli 
newspaper), including a recipe for svičková: 
 

By Gideon Levy | Dec. 4, 2016 | 12:28 AM  

 

OSTRAVA, Czech Republic – We pass the Electra Cafe, the Imperial Hotel 

and the city art museum. They were already there before. A thin covering of 

snow, never-ending rain and freezing cold. An old, rickety tram, filled with 

an unpleasant smell, leads me to my mother’s home. 

 

We get off the tram and walk down the drab streets where my ancestors 

once walked.  The feeling is strange and heavy, a mixture of sadness and 

yearning for a place I have never been – but there was never a day when its 

name wasn’t mentioned during my childhood. Mährisch Ostrau (in 

German); Moravská Ostrava (in Czech). 

 

And then the house is revealed in all its glory, in its full height, and with all 

the emotions it arouses in me. A large building on the corner, three stories 

tall with a stylized facade, freshly painted in a cream color. The prettiest 

house in the city.  For years it has served as the police headquarters. My 

grandfather was forced to sell it to the Gestapo for pennies. Now it is being 

renovated by a craftsman, and an embarrassed Czech worker somehow 

allows us to go inside. He does not believe this was once our house – after 

all, the police headquarters has always been here. 

 

The floor tiles in the entrance are restored and lovely, the stairs curve and 

the wooden banister has been renovated, too. This is the banister my 

grandmother and grandfather would lean on as they climbed the stairs; my 

mother and uncle may have slid down it as children.  And this is what they 

saw from the window that was their window: the shop on the street, the 

http://www.jüdische-gemeinden.de/index.php/gemeinden/m-o/1251-maehrisch-ostrau-maehren
http://www.jüdische-gemeinden.de/index.php/gemeinden/m-o/1251-maehrisch-ostrau-maehren
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house opposite. The servant, Anna, most likely lived in the attic. Maybe my 

mother prepared her homework in the room beneath hers? And what did she 

dream of during her nights? 

 

I know very little about this house and what happened within these walls. 

They rarely spoke of it and I showed little interest, to my great pain. And 

now there is no longer anyone to ask. 

 

New parquet flooring covers the old floor, and office furniture fills the 

carefully renovated rooms. Soon, police officers will return here. None of 

them will have a clue what was here. My mother was born here. My 

grandmother and grandfather met here, and my aunt and uncle lived here, 

too. This building belonged to the family. 

 

In Masaryk Square (the city’s main square), a Christmas fair is being held 

and the mulled wine flows like water. Most of the coal mines and steel mills 

on the surrounding hills closed a long time ago. 

The banks of the Ostravice – the river that splits the city – are wide and 

covered with snow. Did my mother’s first kiss take place on these 

riverbanks? My grandmother’s first love? 

 

The questions race through my mind and do not give me rest: What would 

have happened if...? If the Nazis had not come here and mother was not sent 

in the framework of the Youth Aliyah to the unknown land when she was 

16. Would they have left this place, if they were not forced to? What would 

have happened to my mother and what would have happened to me 

otherwise? 

 

Over svickova in the local restaurant – the same svickova my grandmother 

and mother would make; steamed, doughy, the same pork, the same white 

and red cabbage, and the same cream sauce with its taste of heaven – I think 

about the enormous emotional significance this place has in my heart. 

Three years ago I visited my father’s town in the Sudetenland, and now I am 

in my mother’s town – and both of them arouse much greater emotion than 

the stones of the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron or the hills of Samaria. 

And what does a Palestinian whose ancestors are from Sheikh Munis feel 

during a visit to Ramat Aviv? We can assume the emotions are similar. He 

also constantly heard about the place they were forced to abandon, and they 

too retained a souvenir of the lost home. 

 

He also has a “Landsmannschaft,” and the fraternal organization of those 

from Qastina is the same as the one for the natives of Vilna. But he was 

promised that one day they will return. For us, we never wanted to return. 

Why? Because we have a state, a new life, freedom and respect. They don’t. 

For those living in fear of a Palestinian return, it would be best to remember 

that. 

 

The next day, late at night in Prague’s Wenceslas Square, a shout is directed 

at me in Hebrew: “Stay here, you dog!” 
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The Ostrava Song 
 
Do you know of the singer who is probably Ostrava's currently most famous son 
among Czechs? Nohavice the singer-songwriter. He is not much translated, but 
Anna Bryson sent this link to his song, Ostravo:  
http://www.nohavica.cz/cz/media/cd/babylon/ostravo.mp3 (press ctrl and click) 
 
The translation is: 

 

Ostrava Ostrava 

City of all cities 

My bittersweet felicity 

Ostrava Ostrava 

Blackened star above my head 

 

God has given 

Beauty to all the other cities 

Steamboats on the rivers 

And picture perfect ladies 

Ostrava Ostrava 

Your red heart 

A fate sealed from the start 

 

Ostrava Ostrava 

Where did I lose my sight 

When I rushed towards your light 

Ostrava Ostrava 

Blackened star above my head 

 

And my rambling legs 

Where ever they would bear their load 

The birds up in the sky 

Would draw me to that single road 

Ostrava Ostrava 

Your red heart 

A fate sealed from the start 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nohavica.cz/cz/media/cd/babylon/ostravo.mp3
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Chanukah Greetings 
 

We wish all our readers and Ostravaks everywhere  
a  

Happy Chanukah  
 

 
 

and a  
Healthy and Peaceful 2017 
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