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Ostravak Reunion 
 

The Ostravak Reunion will be on Sunday 27th April, 2014, at 2:30 

to 5:00 p.m. in the Embassy of the Czech Republic, by kind permission of 
H.E. Mr Michael Žantovský, the Czech Ambassador.  It is 3 days before the 
69th Anniversary of the Liberation of Ostrava. 
 
Put the date in your diary! 
 
Please let Monica or David know if you are coming, together with the 
number of people in your party, so we can tell the Embassy and also ensure 
the catering arrangements are appropriate.  There will be a charge of 
£7.50/head to cover the (kosher) catering costs and we would welcome any 
donations.  Please make your cheques payable to KSDS Cultural and 
Education Committee 
 
 

2015 Trip to Ostrava: 70th Anniversary of the Liberation 
 
The70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Ostrava from the Nazi occupation is on 
Thursday 30th April 2015 and the City of Ostrava will be arranging celebrations and 
commemorations to mark the event on 29th and 30th April.  We hope to arrange a 
trip to Ostrava for the occasion, probably leaving London on Wednesday 28th April 
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returning on Sunday or Monday 3 or 4th May.  We guess the cost will be about 
£1000.  We will probably fly via Prague so it will be possible to extend the trip with a 
few days there. 
 
Please let Monica or David know if you would be interested in joining the trip. 
 
Please also let us know if there is anything special that you would like to see or do 
during the trip, so that we can formulate our plans accordingly. 
 
 

Children in the Ghetto - Woodcut 
 
Mr Jan Světlík, the Chairman and CEO of 
the Vítkovice Engineering Group has 
given the Kingston Ostrava Group this very 
powerful and emotional woodcut, “Children 
in the Ghetto” by Helena Salichová (1895-
1975).   
 
It will be on display at the Ostravak 
Reunion on 27th April. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stolpersteine 
 
The Stolperstein Project has been running for some to commemorate those 
who were murdered or forced to flee their homes by the Nazis in the 
Holocaust.  See the website: www.stolpersteine.com. 
 
Brass plaques are set into the pavement outside houses or schools etc as a 
memorial to people who were murdered or forced to flee by the Nazis.  Each 
“stone” is 96mm by 96mm and has inscribed on it: 

 
 Here lived (or studied, or taught etc) 
 Name, family and maiden name 
 Date of Birth 
 Date of Deportation and place to which deported 
 Ultimate fate with date of death (if known) 
 Children or family members who fled to safety (e.g. on 

Kindertransport) or even who committed suicide under the 

 

http://www.stolpersteine.com/
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stress and terrors of the time can also be commemorated 
with a stone. 

 
We have already arranged a series of Stolpersteine in Ostrava (see 
Newsletter #16) and are considering another series so if you are 
interested please send your details as soon as possible  to Heinz 
Vogel (heinz@vogel.org.uk   tel: +44 (0)1227763343).  We need at 
least 12 stones to make it an economic proposition to lay the stones. 
The cost of each stone will be approx. £100 (US$150).   

 

 
 

 
Czech Scrolls, 50th Anniversary 
 
In February 1964, 1564 Czech Sifrei Torah arrived in Westminster Synagogue and 
on 9th February this year, the Memorial Scrolls Trust organised a Commemoration 
Service to mark this 50th Anniversary.  The event was even reported in The Times 
of London: 
 
Over 50 congregations worldwide sent their Scrolls and representatives and it was 

most moving to see so many scrolls, which had 
been unused and unloved for so many years with 
their original congregations dispersed or 
destroyed once again at the heart of Jewish life. 
 

 
 
Our Ostrava Sefer was there, carried by Dr 
Martin Wolfson, the Chairman of Kingston, 
Surbiton and District Synagogue 

 
 

 
George Roden (geb Jiři Rosenstein) returned  
to his old house, outside which were  
three Stolpersteine 
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Follow-up from Newsletter #34 
 
Michele Vered and Victoria Bursa 
 
Victoria Bursa read the article about Michelle and wrote: 
 

I always find something interesting in your newsletter. 

 

I knew Leo Wellner and Ida.Leo was looking after the Melcer properties in 

Ostrava during the 1950-60s. They lived in a flat 'Na Hradbach' Street, and 

when I was a little girl, we used to visit them.  In the early 1960's I met his son 

in Israel, he was in a kibbutz in Northern Galilee. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Peter Briess and Vera Idan 

 

Vera Idan recognised the photograph from Peter Briess and wrote from Israel: 
 

The family fotograf in the newsletter,is my family”s foto.How to descript all the 

people.I knou many of them.In the middle is my greatgreandfather, His 75 

birthday. 

Best wishes  

                    Vera Idan (Immergluck,born:Rosenzweig) 

 

Ann Altman, George Roden and John Eisner 

 

Ann was excited to see the photograph of Nadražny Street in Jiři Hrdina’s article in 

Newsletter #34.  She writes: 

 

Our forebears lived on a much more prosaic street, which you can find on 

Google maps (613 Nadrazni) and appears to be rather commercial.   

The interesting thing, however, is that there appears to be a courtyard, inside a 

group of conjoined dwellings, and that arrangement corresponds to my memory 

that Eisners and Körners shared a courtyard...I hadn't been able to find old 

photos of the street until this emerged in the newsletter: 

 
Ann was also in contact with George Roden, who knew the Eisner family and 

provided yet another fascinating family connection – and a new member of our 

Ostravak network, as Ann describes: 

 
John Eisner, son of Otto Eisner, who was born in Ostrava and came to the UK 

with Willi Haas and Stephan Körner during WW2, says it's fine to mention him 

by name.  If you recall, you kindly introduced me, via email, to George Roden.  I 

spoke to him by phone last year and reported as follows.  Now Otto's son has 

joined the circle. 

 

David, thank you so much for the introduction to Mr. Roden, who grew up in 

Ostrava.  I spoke to him for half an hour this afternoon.  He didn't know my 
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father or my grandfather personally in Ostrava but he did say that my 

grandfather, the headmaster, gave his uncle a job when times were tough. 

Mr. Roden did, however, know the Eisner family, and had clear memories of 

Director Eisner, his son Otto and his daughter Hede.  The two families lived 

around the corner from one another.  He knew about Hede's marriage (to another 

Otto, a diplomat) and that she went to live in Israel.  I told him how the 

connection between the Eisners and myself lives on.   

I have researched Hans Schönhof, the fourth man who left Ostrava with my father 

(Stephan Körner b. 1913) your  father (Otto Eisner) and Willi Haas.  Here are the sad 

details of his death from the Yad Vashem Archive. 

 

"Hans Schoenhof was born in Moravska_Ostrava, Czechoslovakia in 1912 to Albert 

and Elza. He was a student and single. Prior to WWII he lived in Moravska Ostrava, 

Czechoslovakia. During the war he was in Paris, France. Hans was murdered/perished 

in 1945 in Paris, France. This information is based on a Page of Testimony (displayed 

on left) submitted by his cousin." 

 

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=3832169&language=en#!pr

ettyPhoto[gallery2]/0/ 

 

So we mourn another death... And I had never even heard his name until recently. 

 
 

News of Ostravaks 

 
Jane Schofer and Edward Winter 

 
As well as John Eisner (above) Madeleine Isenberg has introduced two new 

Ostravaks, Jane Schofer and her brother, Edward Winter.  He writes:  

 

I am excited to be added to your list.  My father and two uncles were born in 

Ostrava.  They came to the U.S. in 1913.  The family name was Winter.  My 

great grandfather Adolph Kukuk also lived in Ostrava, although he was born 

near Tarnow in Poland. Adolph drove a coach in Ostrava.  He and his wife, 

Fanny Tiefenbrunn had three daughters who lived in Ostrava (I don't know much 

about the 4th daughter).  Bertha was my grandmother.  Eva married Issac Schein 

who had a soda pop factory in Ostrava.  They had one son, Sammy.  Regina 

married Henry Groebel and they had two children in Ostrava, Charlotte and 

Herman.   

 

Fred Austin (Alfred Stiller)  

 
Our fame continues to spread.  Paul Ryan found us on the web and wrote: 

 

I came across your website quite by chance after researching for information 

about Nelson Grammar School in Nelson, Lancashire.  I remember Mr Austin 

at Nelson especially well, as my now-deceased mother, Annie Ryan, spoke 

with him some six months prior to my taking my GCE 'O' Levels in 1966. She 

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=3832169&language=en#!prettyPhoto[gallery2]/0/
http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=3832169&language=en#!prettyPhoto[gallery2]/0/
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had explained her concern to him that she had been separated from my father 

and was finding it difficult to cope because she was needing to hold down three 

jobs simultaneously.  She was bringing up both myself and my younger brother 

on her own, and the circumstances for me to study were barely manageable. 

I had been the top of my class in 4Y in 1965 and was in the 5Y class in 1965/6. 

After I had taken the 'O' Levels and passed in nine subjects, Mr Austin had 

been complimentary and said privately he understood how difficult things can 

become in life. He said that he himself had encountered difficulties when he 

was young - but he did not elaborate. 

 

Mr Alfred (Fred) Austin, had written an autobiography, titled 'Czech and 

Mate', together with his wife, which I intend to obtain, because I have been 

living (after retirement) in Prague, Czech Republic for a couple of years with 

my partner, after being overseas from the UK for some 35 years. My son has 

lived in Prague for almost six years and has a six-month old son with his Czech 

partner. 

It would be most helpful to me, if this message might somehow be passed on to 

Mr Austin, 

 
Fred is now in touch with Paul. 
 
Fred’s son, Ian recently wrote a lovely email to us: 
 

I am Fred Austin’s son and you might remember we met at the London Jewish 

Centre for Mrs Erban’s talk last year. I saw some of your newsletters when 

doing some research for a speech I was writing for yesterday’s debate on 

Holocaust Memorial week in the House of Commons.  

 

Incredibly, page nine of this bulletin http://www.kingston-

synagogue.org.uk/resources/ostrava/28.pdf includes a photo of Dad’s sister Ilse 

Stiller that we had never seen before. It is taken from the Yad Vashem 

collection and is from Peter Erban’s collection. Dad and I planning to visit him 

when we are in Israel in April. 

 

You might also be interested to hear that we visited Ostrava in September. We 

spent two days in the city, saw his family’s flat, where his mum’s shop was, the 

site of his school and visited the Jewish Community Centre. We also saw the 

memorial to the Holocaust in the park. I’ve got lots of photos if you would be 

interested. 

 

The trip increased my interest in the city and I’d be very grateful if you could 

send me future copies, please. 

 

Finally, I talked a little about this trip in my speech yesterday. You will see the 

debate at this link: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debt

ext/140123-0003.htm#14012382000002 

http://www.kingston-synagogue.org.uk/resources/ostrava/28.pdf
http://www.kingston-synagogue.org.uk/resources/ostrava/28.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/140123-0003.htm#14012382000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/140123-0003.htm#14012382000002
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The debate starts just after half way down the page. My speech is towards the 

bottom. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Ian 

 

 

Dnes 
 
David was recently in Ostrava to discuss Velké Dílo and was interviewed by a 
reporter from Dnes.  
http://ostrava.idnes.cz/setkani-ostravskych-zidu-z-moravske-ostravy-fap-

/ostrava-zpravy.aspx?c=A140214_2034313_ostrava-zpravy_jog  

 
 
 
For those whose Czech is not fluent, Jan Bettelheim has kindly provided a rough 
translation: 
 

Reunion of Ostrava Jews? Often as emotional as in ‘ Post for you’ 
(That is a very popular programme on Czech TV) 

 
That town is hundreds of km from Ostrava but nevertheless quite close by. It lies on 
an intersection of fates  of Jews who used to live in Ostrava. The chief initiator of 
the reunions is David Lawson now arrived. Just 10 years ago he did not even know 
where Ostrava is. 

http://ostrava.idnes.cz/setkani-ostravskych-zidu-z-moravske-ostravy-fap-/ostrava-zpravy.aspx?c=A140214_2034313_ostrava-zpravy_jog
http://ostrava.idnes.cz/setkani-ostravskych-zidu-z-moravske-ostravy-fap-/ostrava-zpravy.aspx?c=A140214_2034313_ostrava-zpravy_jog


9 
 

At the beginning was Torah, scrolls with sacred Jewish texts. These from Ostrava 
main synagoge, burned down by the Nazis together with other places of worship in 
the city, found their way to the synagogue in the London Borough of Kingston.  “We 
were aware of of these scrolls, but we had no idea where Moravska Ostrava was. 
Neither did we know what the words (included in parenthesis) Marisch Ostrau 
meant” explains David Lawson and adds with a smile, “Soon we discovered that 
both denote the the same place”. 
But that all  was just the beginning. The members of the Kingston Jewish 
community, which David Lawson, retired  ,now leads, arranged a lecture  about 
Moravska Ostrava and decided to search where the ex Ostrava Jews now live. One 
Michael Karen attended that lecture. “We did not know each other. Michael told me 
he lived in the  vicinity of Kingston but that he also has cousins in Vienna and 
Ostrava” remembers 71 years old David Lawson. 
The  way leading to the ‘Ostrava cousin’, also named Michael, Salomonovic,  
expanded the horizons of the search. 
The reuninon participants are steadily expanding. 
David Lawson made acquaintance  with the Ostrava family of Salomonovic, 
fundamental was mainly meeting Michael’s wife Libuše. It was she who started to 
put together a data base of Jews who lived in Ostrava before the war, and also of 
their relatives. This data base is evidently the most extensive in central Europe. She 
helped David Lawson to achieve his aim. In collaboration with her he contacted the 
Jews stemming from Ostrava and their prodigy. They met for the first time in 2005 
in the synagoge in Kingston. The local circle of Ostravaks  is now meeting annually. 
And their numbers are growing. 
‘Many are from the UK or America, some  also come  from Canada, Israel or 
Australia’, explains  David Lawson. And recalls some of the almost miraculous 
encounters, which have taken part thanks to the already mentioned database. The 
emotions sometime are similar as in ‘Post for you’ 
Reunion of cousins after decades 
After decades were for instance reunited two cousins living in Britain. Many years 
ago they played together as boys in Ostrava and later they thought that the other 
one perished in the Holocaust. When they were 70 they received a letter from 
Libuše Sala 
monovičová informing them that the other one lives in the neighbouring shire. The 
joy was beyond description. 
David Lawson now came to Ostrava also for another reason – he is working on  a 
book about the history of the city and the local Jewish community  which before the 
war counted some 12000 people. To the book, which will be published in English 
contribute also Libuse Salomonovicova, the dean of faculty of philosofy of the 
Ostrava University Aleš Zářický and archivist of the firm Vitkovice, Hana Šústková.  
 
Author: Marketa Radova 
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Old Ostrava Photographs 

Krysia and Otto Winecki have sent copies of some views of old Ostrava, a few of 
which are attached for your interest. 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Lawson 
29 Malcolm Drive 
SURBITON 
Surrey 
KT6 6QS 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8390 8142 
Email: lawsonassoc@btinternet.com  

 

Monica Popper 

 28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 
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