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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
 

We wish all our readers a happy and healthy New Year 
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Three Rabbis! 
 
Yes, three Rabbis feature in this Newsletter.  Pride of place must go to our new 
Rabbi in Kingston Synagogue, Rabbi Samuel Landau and Rebbitzin Shoshana. 
 
Rabbi Samuel Landau 
 
Rabbi Landau’s paternal grandfather came from Michalovce in Czechoslovakia, 
now in the East of Slovakia.  His paternal grandmother came to the UK on a 
Kindertransport and his maternal grandparents, from Poland, survived Auschwitz 
and other camps.  So he relates personally to many of our Ostravak stories.  He 
writes: 
 

The Eternal Letters 

 

The story is related in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 18a) about one of the Ten Martyrs, 

Rabbi Chanina ben Tradyon. The Romans had issued an edict against teaching 

Torah. In defiance he took his Torah scroll, went to the marketplace, laid the 

parchment across his lap and started to deliver a lecture. Soon, the militia arrived 

and he was sentenced to death for violating the decree. They wrapped him in his 

beloved scroll and set him on fire. While he was burning, his students called to 

him, “Rabbi, what do you see?” Rabbi Chanina ben Tradyon answered with an 

unforgettable phrase, “The parchment is burning, but the letters are flying up 

into the air”. The letters are eternal. The Torah will survive even when we no 

longer endure. Judaism will endure. 

 

The Ostrava scroll in our synagogue is an example of the endurance of our faith. 

While the Ostrakvaks were killed in their hundreds and thousands, their Torah 

lives on. The eternal letters live on and contribute to our vibrant community, 

where Judaism is once again alive, energised and engaged. I take enormous 

encouragement from the presence of the scroll in our Ark; it reminds me of the 

job I have as a rabbi, to keep the fire of Torah burning. It reminds us as a 

community that we must fly the banner of authentic Judaism, to justify the 

presence of those words within our synagogue. I hope we do them justice 

 
Krakow comes to Ostrava 
 
Rabbi David Mason was our Rabbi 5 years ago before he moved up to North 
London.  Rebbitsen Elisheva’s parents, Dorota and Baruch Ciesielski brought a 
group of 80 people from the Lauder Foundation in Krakow to Ostrava, where Michal 
Salomonovič did his usual fantastic job of being the local guide.  Baruch wrote a 
report of the visit which David and Elisheva translated for us: 
 

On the 1 August 2013 a Jewish Group from Ronald S. Lauder Foundation 

Education-Recreational Camp went to Ostrava. The goal was to find out more 

about Jewish places of interest in Ostrava, history of Ostrava Jews and to see 

Ostrava as a place.  

In Ostrava we were greeted by a most friendly group - by Mr Salomonovicz 

and a lady translator, by the representative of the City Hall, assistant of the 

Mayor and a photographer.  
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Dorotai and Boruch, arriving 
from Krakow 

Greeted by the Head of the Mayor’s 
Office in Ostrava 

 

Firstly we were able to see the city from a view point, Mr Salomonowicz told 

us about the history of local Jewish population, we managed to see the city 

centre and the shopping streets. This gave us already a lot of wonderful 

memories. 

Later we went to a place where before the war stood the Jewish Cemetery in 

Ostrava, today it is a park. There is a monument in there that memorises the 

place of rest of Ostrava Jews. We stood there between the trees knowing that 

we are standing on the graves of Jewish people. Mr Salomonowicz told us the 

story of the Jewish Commentary, the rabbis that came with us said Kaddish. It 

was very emotional and very moving experience.  

 

       
Outside the new Town Hall, Ostrava 

 

 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank all of the people who helped us 

with organising the trip- the Kingston Ostrava group, all that helped us in 

Ostrava, the representation from the City Hall and most of all Mr 

Salomonowicz for giving us his time to take us around.  
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Dorota and Baruch Ciesielski on behalf of all the group from Ronald S. Lauder 

Foundation. 

 

  

 
 
The visit was reported in the Ostrava City website: http://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-
meste/aktualne/clenove-zidovskych-obci-navstivili-ostravu 

 
 

Exhibition in Ostrava 
 

 

Last week the museum of Ostrava 
launched a special exhibition, 
“Nezapomněli jsme na ně – stopy 
Židovských rodin v Ostravě“(We did 
not forget them – traces of Jewish 
families in Ostrava).  There are 21 
stories of Jewish families on 
exhibition panels (all texts provided 
by Libuše Salomonovičová) plus 
some paintings, drawings, glasses 
and books, related to some of those 
families. Besides there were two oil 
paintings, from the set of 
“Schachspielers” and musicians, all 
by David Friedmann. Some of the 
photos displayed on panels are from 
our Kingston group. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Rabbi Herschel Gluck, who is very 
actively involved with the Lauder 
Foundation, was part of the group 
visiting Ostrava. 
 
He is our third Rabbi in this edition. 

 

Invitation 

 

Exhibition 

http://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/clenove-zidovskych-obci-navstivili-ostravu
http://www.ostrava.cz/cs/o-meste/aktualne/clenove-zidovskych-obci-navstivili-ostravu
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Krapet to Hitlerovi zkazím, řekla si žena. A vytvořila databázi Židů 
I will spoil it ot Hitler a bit, said a lady. And she founded a database of 

Jews. 

 

1.September 2013 13.40 

 

Hitler and his followers wanted to exclude them from history. In Ostrava he 

failed. Thanks to Libuse Salomonovicova. She creates a database of Jews, who 

lived in the city before the war . She has now 20,000 entries. About some of the 

fates you can now learn in the exhibition of the Ostrava museum. 

 

You should know the film director Karel Reisz. And so you should know Ilse 

Weberova, composing poems even in the Ghetto of Terezín. Libuse S. turns to 

me while we pass by the information panels at the new exhibition in Ostrava 

museum. And I just politely nod even when I do not consider myself a great 

connoiseur of the history of Ostrava Jews. 

Only then comes a great supply of names and  personalities connected with the 

pre war Ostrava. ''Here is Gabriel Gustav Abraham. His son Nathan was an 

interantional ice hockey referee who acted in the decisive match in the ice 

hockey championship in 1937 in London 

And here is Egon Karter, born in Ostrava, later in Basel in Switzerland he 

founded the Theater of Comedy. And here Ignatz Buchsbaum. His name is till 

this day on the facade of the house by the (tram) stop  of the Svatopluk Cech 

square in Privoz. In that house he led a bookshop and the very first library in 

Ostrava' continues Salamonovicova. 

All of them were born, and lived, in Ostrava or near by, all their fates were 

cruely distorted by the Nazis. Out of more them 12000 Jews who lived here 

before 1939 only 200  returned after the war. Most of them were forgotten. But 

An article about the 
exhibition, and 
particularly about 
Libuše’s input, 
appeared in the 
newspaper, Dnes. 
 
Our wonderful Jan 
Bettelheim kindly 
translated the article for 
us 
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not for ever. L.S. 76 years old who used to work in the museum started some 20 

years ago to record their lives. 'It is an old tradition that when museum workers 

retire they select a period not yet researched and that they then  work upon. I 

decided Judaistic has not been covered, hence it was my choice. 

Byt se proměnil v malé muzeum 

Her appartment was converted into a small museum. 

At first she covered the histrory of the abolished Jewish cemetery, which used to 

be where now is the park of Milada horakova. She studied  archives, obituaries 

and step by step discovered all those buried there. ''Then I turned to the school 

catalogues, matrics, inheritance papers, lists of artisans..'' Libuse S. describes her 

thorough work. Now she has at home some 20,000 cards  recording lives of 

more than 100,000 Jews across several generations. 

'I do not like to invite people to visit me at home as we are such a small 

museum'. When she is visited from time to time by relatives of Jews from 

Ostrava region wishing to learn about their roots, they ask – how much will she 

charge. '' And I say – nothing. Hitler destroyed all documents and I have 

privately decided to make it a little more difficult for him using alternative 

sources.'' With this exhibition L.S. wanted also to illustrate the social position of 

the Jewish families. While in the first generation arriving to Ostrava region even 

in the 1st half of 19th century it was often shopkeepers, their offsprings worked 

as lawyers  or doctors, artists in the following generation. 

Among the remembered families are also the forbears of her husband Michal. 

His grandfarther, originaly a shopkeeper, started  with a friend in Ostrava a 

Chess Club and chaired it till the end of his days, hence even in 1923 when 

Ostrava was visited by world chess masters to take part in an international 

mastership. They played in the company hotel of Vitkovice iron workd, in the 

evening the participants spent their time in the coffee house Royal in the 

Postovni street. Even the local chess players took part in the games. You will 

find at the exhibition who were the players.You will find there one of the 

surviving portraits of them by David Friedmann. 

 http://ostrava.idnes.cz/clanek.aspx?c=A130819_1966280_ostrava-zpravy_jog 

David Friedmann Exhibition in Jerusalem 
 
The Ostrava exhibition is not the only one of relevance to us.  Miriam Friedman 
Morris writes about some future exhibitions of her father’s works: 
 

In October my daughter and I are visiting Israel for an exhibition of my father’s 

musician drawings.  The exhibition will open at the Felicja Blumental Music 

Center & Library in Tel Aviv on October 23. The exhibition is planned for Tel 

Aviv until 16.12. It will be presented at the Goethe-Institut Jerusalem from 

19.12. until 10.02. From 15.02. 2014 on it will be presented at the Hebrew 

University in Jerusalem. 

http://ostrava.idnes.cz/clanek.aspx?c=A130819_1966280_ostrava-zpravy_jog
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In New York the title was: GIVING MUSIC A FACE: David Friedmann's Lost 

Musician Portraits from the 1920's featuring the Berlin Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Here is a short film on youtube: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQFh748qS5Y However the title translates 

awkwardly to Hebrew, so in Israel the title will be: The Lost Portraits – 

Sketches (studies) of Musicians of the 1920's by David Friedmann   

 

 
Old Photographers and Old Photographs 
 
You may recall Jiří Hrdina (see Newsletters #20) who is writing a PhD thesis on old 
photographs and photographers from Ostrava and who enquired in our last 
Newsletter about the Oppenheim photographic studios.  He has sent us some 
delightful old photographs of Ostrava which are reproduced in the Appendix and he 
writes: 

I´m sending you some photos of old Ostrava (and "Picture guide"). It is very 

interesting, that Goldmann's photo is "advertising" photo of their products - it 

is a copy of 16 "postcards", sticked by tacks to the board. These I have not 

found yet. In app. is photo taken by photographer August Rotter (cca 1890) and 

postcard from 1900, which was used photo from 1875 (very nice visible the 

Main Synagogue on Pittlergasse). 

Many of the first photographers in Ostrava were Jews ( Jakob Borger - came 

from Bielsko-Biala, Goldmann Brüder and Goldmann Hermann, Franz Löwy, 

Samuel Hahn, Sigmund Teichner) 

 
I hope that Jiří will write a short article for us about Jewish Ostravak photographers. 
 
 

News of Ostravaks 
 
Bedrich Deutsch 
 
Vilem Reinöl, a cousin of Ann Altman, writes: 
 

I have just got in contact with new blood relatives, whose family comes from 

Moravská Ostrava. Do you now the family of Bedrich Shmuel (Fred) Deutsch 

born 13th November 1932 in Moravská Ostrava and died 7th April 2007 in Falls 

Church, Fairfax, Virginia, USA? I suppose that Leon Deutsch who wrote to me 

is his son born already in the US 

Best wishes 

Vilem 

 
We hope to make contact with Leon Deutsch, but if anyone knows the family or has any 
other information, please send it to Monica or David and we will pass it on. 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQFh748qS5Y
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Otto Winecki 
 
Michal and Libuše gave us the name and email address of Otto Winecki, the last 
surviving deportee to Nisko in 1939, and we were able to contact him.  He wrote: 
 

Dear David, 

Thanks very much for your kind email and wishes. It was for me really a joyful 

message because Ostrava remains forever in my heart as my mother Selma 

Windholz (nee Ring) was born in Michalkovice as one of 13 siblings. Being 

born in Ustron, on the other side of the Czantoria mountain – on the 

Polish/Czechoslovakian border- I used to visit my grandfather Adolf Ring in 

Michalkovice very often as well as my numerous close relatives in Ostrava, 

Opava, Karvina, Bohumin, Vitkovice and so on.  

 

For 59 happy years I’m married to my Christine (real name – Irene Wilder 

from Stanislawow) and since 1968 we live in Melbourne. It would be too much 

to write more in that first letter about my over 90 years life on this troubled 

earth and therefore I would like to inform you kindly that in 2007 Vallentine 

Mitchell (of London) published Christine’s book “The Girl in the Check Coat”. 

The book contains our family history in detail, as well as two other books (in 

Polish) “Od Stanislawowa do Australii (1999) and “Kangur z Ustronia” (2010) 

distributed by the Muzeum Ustronskie. 

 

The last time we visited Ostrava was in 2010 and it was a real emotional 

happening. Yes, apparently I’m the last “passenger” of Eichmann’s trains to 

Nisko and left Ustron on the 27.10.1939., catching the train from Ostrava in 

Bielsko. My father Jozef Windholz was also from a large family of 7 siblings 

out of which 5 lived on the other side of the Olza river (Cesky Tesin, Trinec, 

Ostrava, Olomouc). WE – my father, brother Alfred and me – survived in  

Siberia and returned in 1945 with the Polish army. Almost all our prewar 

family photos and documents survived thanks to good local people and all of 

them are with us here.  

 

Visiting Ostrava we met dear Misa Salomonovic and since then we are in 

contact with them. Both of them are fabulous people doing a lot of good work 

and I’m grateful to them for enabling us this contact. I think, that as for the first 

letter, I should finish at that and hope to keep in contact with you and the 

Krouzek Ostravaku. With the best wishes SHANA TOVA a srdecnym 

pozdravem s Australie zustavam s uctou         Otto Winecki-Windholz s 

malzelkou 

P.S. In the next few days I will try to put together the names and places of my 

closest relatives in Ostravsko, maybe somebody will be able to remember them 

or something about them ?  

 
We hope to hear more from Otto in the near future. 
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Karolina Heroldová  
 

 
 
Auber, Jurkowski and Stamberger Families 
 
You may remember that Tom Auber and his American and Polish relatives met their 
newly discovered Ostrava family in July 2010, during the Ostrava trip that we 
organised (see Newsletter #16).  In subsequent years, they have organised their 
own family reunions, including one this year in Krakow.  Wieslaw Jurkowski sent me 
some photographs and a copy of the speech of welcome made by his father, 
Henryk Jurkowski, as the oldest surviving family member.  He said: 
 

Dear Family 

 

As one of the two members of the third generation of Stambergers who are still 

alive (the other is Karol Morgenestern who lives in Israel and to whom I send 

my best greetings and regret that he is not with us), I have the honour to greet 

you in Krakow for the second Stambergiada.  I am very happy and moved to see 

you here.    

 

As an elder at this meeting I would like to mention a few facts that some of you 

may not be aware of.  This meeting here in Krakow of various generations of 

Stambergers is of particular signifiance.  The history of the family starts in 

Poland, in a small town not far from Bielsko-Biala called Kobiernice, which is 

where Emilia and Sef Stamberger lived.  Their seven children were born there - 

Erna, Heinrich, Daniel, Salomea, Moritz, Adolf and Regina, and they were our 

mothers and grandmothers and fathers and grandfathers.  So, you could say that 

we have returned to our roots. 

Emilia and Sef moved to Bielsko-Biala and after the death of my father, my 

mother, Salomea, my sisters and I lived with them.  My grandfather Sef was 

unfortunately only with us for a short time as he died in the 1920’s.  Bielsko-

Biala is 100km from Krakow and before the war was known as the Polish 

Manchester on account of the quality of its textiles.  Until 1938 members of the 

family lived in Poland and what is now the Czech Republic.   

 

 

Michal and Libuše have had a visit from 
Karolina, the daughter of Hana 
Heroldová (see Newsletter#31).  They 
write (David’s translation): 
 
On 30/7/13 we had a visit from Karolína 

the daughter of Mrs Heroldová.  We took 

her to the Community Centre to see the 

Table of Deportess, to look for relatives of 

the Grünberg-Graf families from Místek.  

Karolína then went to the cemetery to visit 

the grave of her grandfather, Dr Heinrich 

Graf 
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One of the reasons for this is that until the end of World War I part of Poland 

and the Czech Republic belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, so that 

migration was simple and frequent.  The whole family lived mainly in this area 

and only Uncle Adolf was further away, in Warsaw.  Even after 1918 the border 

between Poland and Czechoslovakia presented no obstacle to frequent visits.  

All of Emilia’s children came with all of their families for Emilia’s birthdays 

and some of the children spent their holidays with her.  This means that I was 

lucky enough to be able to know everyone in the family. 

 

The 1939 - 1945 war brought huge and irreparable losses to our family.  Many 

were murdered by the Germans and some died as a result of their sufferings.  

After the war several members of the family were scattered all over the world 

and had no contact with each other.  With time, some contact was re-established 

and it turned out that members of the family were living in England, Belgium, 

the USA, Israel and Poland.  Four years ago we learnt with great pleasure of the 

existence of another large branch of the family in Ostrava and also of further 

members in Sweden. 

 

It has to be said that for many years attempts were made to bring the family 

together. Tom, the son of Erich who lived in England, and Peter, the son of 

Bedrich in the USA, organised family meetings in the USA, and then these 

meetings expanded to include us from Poland and took place in England, 

Holland and France.  To date the largest family meeting has taken place in 

Ostrava.  That was two years ago, in 2011.  

 

When I see you all here I feel immensely happy that our family continues to 

exist and is growing in spite of all the tragic losses we have experienced.  I hope 

we will remember where we come from and we will not forget those who are not 

with us.  I hope that we will remain close to each other and support one another 

if the need arises.  Greeting you in the land of our forebears, I wish you time 

pleasantly spent together, a tightening of the links between you and happy 

memories to take home with you. 

 

At the end Henryk made a most moving speech: 
 

As we know, life is made up of joyful and emotional meetings but time flies and 

the time comes when we have to part and this what will happen here tomorrow 

when our second Stambergeriada comes to an end.  However, I would like to say 

that the short time we have spent here together has given me an immense 

amount of pleasure.  I think that all of us will return to our homes feeling 

uplifted by this special feeling of friendship that comes from our common roots  

and that we will feel that the strengthening of these ties has brought us closer 

together.   
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The Stamberger family in the mid 1920's, then two years ago in 
Ostrava and just now in Krakow 
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We hope that this splendid example will encourage more of you to organise family 
reunions.  You could arrange them to coincide with the next Ostrava get together in 
London on Sunday 27th April, 2014.  That is almost exactly the 69th Anniversary of 
the Liberation of Ostrava. 
 
Amos Paran  
 
Amos writes: 
 

I wanted to wish you Shana Tova and to say how grateful I am for all the links 

that I have been able to make through the Kingston group; I have now met 

Felix Winkler and I am going to Washington to talk to George Löwy. The link 

to the Kingston group has really been one of the highlights of this past year. 

Many thanks!  

Again, Shana Tova Umetuka -  

Amos 

 

George Löwy  
 
George’s autobiography: From a Coal MiningTown in Moravia to the Capital of the 
Western World is now available from Amazon. 
 

 

 
Dr Arnošt Brichta 
 
Tom Kolisch writes to tell us the sad news of the death of his uncle, Dr 
Arnošt Brichta.  He was 91 years old will be sadly missed by his 2 
daughters, Irena and Lydia and his son Alan and grandchildren.  He 
was the last Kolisch-Morgenstern who knew pre-war Czecholsovakia 
 

 
 
 
 

David Lawson 
29 Malcolm Drive 
SURBITON 
Surrey 
KT6 6QS 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8390 8142 
Email: lawsonassoc@btinternet.com  

 

Monica Popper 

 28 Exeter Court, 
Maple  Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  

KT6 4AX.  
Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

mailto:lawsonassoc@btinternet.com
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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Appendix:  Old photographs from Jiří Hrdina 
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